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By: Representatives Wells-Snith, AKins, To: Judiciary B
Al dridge, Barnett, Bentz, Chism Davis,

Ellington, Fillingane, Fornby, Gunn, Hudson,

Lott, Martinson, Mayhall, M ns, Moore,

Ni chol son, Parker, Reed, Reeves, Rotenberry,

St apl es, Turner

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1525
(As Sent to Governor)

1 AN ACT TO BE KNOWN AS THE ABORTI ON COWMPLI CATI ON REPORTI NG

2 ACT; TO REQUI RE PHYSI CI ANS TO FI LE REGULAR REPORTS W TH THE STATE
3 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH REGARDI NG PATI ENTS WHO REQUI RE MEDI CAL

4 TREATMENT OR SUFFER DEATH AS A RESULT OF AN ABORTI ON;, TO REQUI RE
5 THAT | DENTI FYI NG | NFORVATI ON | N THE REPORTS SHALL BE KEPT

6 CONFI DENTI AL; TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR W LLFUL VI OLATI ONS OF THE
7 PROVISIONS OF THI S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
9 SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the
10 Abortion Conplication Reporting Act.

11 SECTION 2. As used in this act:

12 (a) "Abortion" has the meaning as defined in Section

13 41-41-31.

14 (b) "Medical treatnment” neans, but is not limted to,
15 hospitalization, |aboratory tests, surgery or prescription of

16 drugs.

17 (c) "Departnent” neans the State Departnent of Health.
18 SECTION 3. (1) A physician shall file a witten report with
19 the State Departnent of Health regardi ng each patient who cones
20 under the physician's professional care and requires nedical
21 treatnment or suffers death that the attendi ng physician has a
22 reasonable basis to believe is a primary, secondary, or tertiary
23 result of an induced abortion.
24 (2) These reports shall be submtted within thirty (30) days
25 of the discharge or death of the patient treated for the
26 conplication.
27 (3) The department shall summarize aggregate data fromthe
28 reports required under this section for purposes of inclusion into
29 the annual Vital Statistics Report.
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(4) The departnent shall devel op and distribute or nake
avai l able online in a downl oadabl e format a standardi zed form for
the report required under this section.

(5) The departnent shall conmunicate this reporting
requi renent to all nedical professional organizations, |icensed
physi ci ans, hospitals, emergency roons, abortion facilities,
Department of Health clinics and anbul atory surgical facilities
operating in the state.

(6) The departnent shall destroy each individual report
required by this section and each copy of the report after
retaining the report for five (5) years after the date the report
IS received.

(7) The report required under this section shall not contain
t he nane of the woman, common identifiers such as her social
security nunber or notor vehicle operator's |icense nunber or
other information or identifiers that would nmake it possible to
identify in any manner or under any circunstances an individual
who has obtained or seeks to obtain an abortion. A state agency
shall not conpare data in an electronic or other information
systemfile with data in another electronic or other information
systemthat would result in identifying in any manner or under any
ci rcunst ances an individual obtaining or seeking to obtain an
abortion. Statistical information that may reveal the identity of
a wonman obtaining or seeking to obtain an abortion shall not be
mai nt ai ned.

(8) The departnent or an enpl oyee of the departnent shal
not disclose to a person or entity outside the departnent the
reports or the contents of the reports required under this section
in a manner or fashion as to permt the person or entity to whom
the report is disclosed to identify in any way the person who is
t he subject of the report.

(9) Disclosure of confidential identifying information in

violation of this section shall constitute a felony which, upon
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conviction, shall be punished by inprisonnent in the State
Penitentiary for not nore than three (3) years, or a fine of not
nore than Five Thousand Dol |l ars ($5, 000.00), or both.

SECTION 4. (1) Each report of nedical treatnent follow ng

abortion required under Section 4 of this act shall contain the
foll ow ng information

(a) The age and race of the patient;

(b) The characteristics of the patient, including
resi dency status, county of residence, marital status, education,
nunmber of previous pregnancies, nunber of stillbirths, nunber of
living children and nunber of previous abortions;

(c) The date the abortion was perforned and the nethod
used i f known;

(d) The type of facility where the abortion was
per f ormed,

(e) The condition of the patient that led to treatnent,
including, but not limted to, pelvic infection, henorrhage,
damage to pelvic organs, renal failure, metabolic disorder, shock
enbolism conma or death.

(f) The anount billed to cover the treatnent of the
conplication, including whether the treatnent was billed to
Medi cai d, insurance, private pay or other nethod. This should
i ncl ude charges for physician, hospital, energency room
prescription or other drugs, |aboratory tests and any ot her costs
for the treatnent rendered.

(g) The charges are to be coded with I DC 9
classification nunbers in such a way as to distinguish treatnent
follow ng i nduced abortions fromtreatnents foll ow ng ectopic or
nol ar pregnanci es.

(2) Nothing in this act shall be construed as an instruction
to discontinue collecting data currently being coll ected.

SECTION 5. W/ Iful violation of the provisions of this act

shall constitute a m sdeneanor and shall be puni shable as provided
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for by law, except that disclosure of confidential identifying

i nformati on shal

(9) of Section 3

constitute a felony as provided in subsection

of this act. No physician or hospital, its

of ficers, enployees or nedical and nursing personnel practicing in

t he hospital sha

provi si ons of thi

| be civilly liable for violation of the

s act, except to the extent of liability for

actual damages in a civil action for willful or reckless and

want on acts or om ssions constituting that violation. However,

that liability shall be subject to any imunities or limtations

of liability or damages provided by |aw

SECTI ON 6.

The provisions of the act are declared to be

severable, and if any provision, word, phrase, or clause of the

act or the application thereof to any person is held invalid, the

invalidity shal
of this act.

SECTI ON 7.

and after July 1,
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not affect the validity of the renaining portions

This act shall take effect and be in force from

2004.

*HR40/R1845SG*

ST: Abortion Conplication Reporting Act;
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