M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representative G een To: WIldlife, Fisheries and
Parks; Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1498

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT THE MANAGEMENT OF CONSERVATI ON

2 OFFICERS | N THE DEPARTMENT OF WLDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS SHALL
3 BE UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; TO

4 AMEND SECTI ONS 49-1-9, 49-1-12, 49-1-13, 49-1-15 AND 49-1-16,

5 MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S
6 ACT, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
8 SECTION 1. (1) The managenent of all conservation officers
9 in the Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks shall be under
10 the managenent of the Departnment of Public Safety. The

11 Commi ssioner of Public Safety shall exercise the duties fornerly
12 assigned to the Executive Director of the Departnent of Wldlife,
13 Fisheries and Parks related to | aw enforcenent. Conservation

14 officers shall not be included in the H ghway Patrol Retirenent
15 System

16 SECTION 2. Section 49-1-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

17 anended as foll ows:

18 49-1-9. The Conmi ssioner of Public Safety shall appoint a
19 chief law enforcenent officer who shall be qualified and

20 experienced in | aw enforcenent work and who has served for not

21 less than five (5) years as a duly sworn wildlife enforcenent

22 officer in the departnent and who has served in a supervisory

23 position. The chief |aw enforcenent officer shall be furnished a
24 vehicle to performhis duties of overseeing all enforcenent

25 operations throughout the state in accordance wi th depart nent

26 policy. The officer shall enter into bond in the sane anount as
27 provided for the director, and conditioned upon the sane terns.
28 The primary duty of the chief |aw enforcenent officer shall be

29 directing the enforcenent of all ganme and fish | aws and
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regul ati ons, cooperating with the cattle theft bureau of the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety, and instructing all
conservation officers in the discharge of their respective duties.
The salary of the chief |aw enforcenent officer shall be fixed by
the commssion in its discretion.

SECTION 3. Section 49-1-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-1-13. The Comm ssioner of Public Safety is hereby

aut hori zed and directed to appoint as many conservation officers
as may be required to efficiently enforce the laws for the
protection of wild animals, birds and fish, and the laws relating
to theft of cattle, trespass prohibitions and litter. These
officers shall be located in different sections of the state where
their services are nost needed. Conservation officers shal
police the state lands in their respective districts and prohibit
the unlawful cutting of tinber. The salary of the conservation
officers shall be as determ ned by the State Personnel Board, or
its successor.

Each conservation officer and supervisor shall be furnished
an all owance for uniforns not to exceed the anount specified in
t he appropriation bill

SECTI ON 4. Section 49-1-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-1-15. (1) Al appointnents of conservation officers

shal | be under rul es adopted and pronul gated by the Comm ssi oner

of Public Safety. No person shall be appointed fromand after

July 1, 2001, unless he neets the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Is at least twenty-one (21) years of age; and

(b) Has successfully conpleted sixty-four (64) senester
hours at an accredited community college or university or has an
associ ate degree froman accredited community coll ege or has
passed the Law Enforcenment Acadeny and has at |east five (5) years

experience in | aw enforcenent.
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(2) Each applicant, prior to entering into performance of
his duties, at the expense of the departnent, shall attend and
conplete an appropriate curriculumin the field of |aw enforcenent
at the M ssissippi Law Enforcenment O ficers' Training Acadeny or
ot her training acadenmy whose curriculumconplies with requirenents
of the Board on Law Enforcenent O ficer Standards and Trai ning.
Conservation officers shall, on a periodic basis, be required to
successfully conpl ete additional advanced courses in | aw
enforcenment in order that they will be properly inproved and
trained in the nodern, technical advances of |aw enforcenent.

SECTION 5. Section 49-1-12, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-1-12. (1) The term "conservation officer"” neans a | aw

enforcenent officer of the departnent who shall be under the

managenent of the Departnent of Public Safety.

(2) \Werever the terns "warden," "ganme warden," or "ganme and

fish warden" appear, the same shall mean conservation officer.

SECTION 6. Section 49-1-16, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-1-16. (a) There is hereby created a Conservation
Oficers' Reserve Unit, hereinafter ternmed "the reserve,” to
assi st the conservation officers in the performance of their
duties. The reserve shall consist of volunteers who are approved

by the Comm ssioner of Public Safety or his designated

representative, and the nenbers of the reserve shall serve w thout
pay. Reserve officers shall be in such nunbers as determ ned by
the enforcenent needs, with the maxi num strength of reserve
officers limted to the sanme nunber as conservation officers.

(b) In order to be eligible for nmenbership in the reserve,
an applicant nust be twenty-one (21) years of age, be a high
school graduate or its equivalent, be in good physical condition,
have a M ssissippi driver's license, be in good standing with the

comunity, be available for training and duty, not be a nenber of
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any police, auxiliary police, civil defense, or private security
agency, have never been convicted of a felony, and have one (1) of
the foll ow ng:

(1) An honorabl e discharge or honorabl e separation
certificate fromone (1) of the United States mlitary services;

(ii) Three (3) years of responsible post-high school
wor k experience that required the ability to deal effectively with
i ndi vidual s and groups of persons;

(ii1) Successful conpletion of sixty (60) senester
hours at an accredited college or university; or

(itv) Such qualifications as are outlined in this
section for enforcenent officers.

Menbers of the immediate famly of conservation officers
shall not be eligible for the reserve unless a special waiver is
granted by the conm ssion.

Upon acceptance into the reserve, nenbers shall receive a
tenporary appoi ntnent for one (1) year. During this year of
tenporary status, nmenbers nust successfully conplete the required
training and nust qualify on the sane firearns course as
conservation officers.

(c) The reserve shall be under the | eadership and direction
of the chief |aw enforcenent officer, who nay designate an officer
to coordinate the actions of the reserve. The training of the
reserve shall be conducted by a conservation officer. The reserve
shall neet at |east once each nonth for the purpose of training
and transacting such business as may cone before it. The
chief |law enforcenent officer shall be notified in witing of al
meetings of the reserve and the tinme and place of such neetings
shall be recorded with the chief |aw enforcenent officer. The
chief |Iaw enforcenent officer shall prepare a reserve officer's
manual with the advice and consent of the conm ssion. The manual
shall include, but is not limted to, the following: activities

and operations, training, admnistration and duties. During
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active service, the reserve shall be under the direction of the
chief law enforcenent officer or his designated representative.
When a reserve officer is on active duty and assigned to a
specific conservation officer, he shall be under the direct
supervision of that officer. Reserve officers serve at the
di scretion of the chief |aw enforcenent officer and nay be

di sm ssed by himor the Conm ssioner of Public Safety. Reserve

officers shall furnish their own unifornms and ot her persona
equi pnent if the conmm ssioner does not provide such itens.

(d) The comm ssion may, by regulation, require nenbers of
the Conservation O ficers' Reserve Unit to attend officer reserve
training prograns conducted by county or nunicipal agencies or at
the M ssissippi Law Enforcenent O ficers Training Acadeny at the
expense of the comm ssion if the comm ssion deens such training
necessary or desirable.

(e) The comm ssion may issue unifornms to such reserve
of ficers and may authorize the issuance of any state equi pnent
necessary for the reserve officers to adequately assist |aw
enforcenent officers. The conm ssion is authorized to develop a
reserve officer identification systemto acconplish the issuance
of such itens in accordance with the State Auditor guidelines.

(f) In the event the comm ssion shall determ ne that a
menber of the Conservation O ficers' Reserve Unit may attend a
trai ning program as authorized under the provisions of this
section, the comm ssion shall require that any such reserve
of ficer shall sign an agreenent, prior to attending a training
program which shall stipulate that if the reserve officer accepts
enpl oynent from any other public or private | aw enforcenent agency
within three (3) years after conpletion of his training program
the reserve officer or the respective hiring | aw enforcenent
agency shall reinburse the Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and
Parks for the total cost of his training program By COctober 1 of

each year, the departnent shall provide the Gane and Fi sh
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Commttee of the M ssissippi House of Representatives and the
Wldlife and Mari ne Resources Conmttee of the M ssissippi Senate
a listing which contains each nane and the respective cost of
training each reserve officer received during the previous year.
SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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