M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Gunn, ElIlington, To: Apportionnment and
Fillingane, Staples El ections
HOUSE Bl LL NO. 1485

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-593, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,

2 TO AUTHORI ZE THE COUNTY EXECUTI VE COW TTEE, THE STATE EXECUTI VE

3 COW TTEE OR THE COUNTY ELECTI ON COWM SSI ON TO MAKE ANY

4 DETERM NATI ON THAT IS LAWFULLY JUST WHEN | RREGULARI TI ES EXI ST W TH

5 THE BALLOT BOX; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

7 SECTION 1. Section 23-15-593, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as follows:

9 23-15-593. When the ballot box is opened and exam ned by the
10 county executive conmttee in the case of a primary election, or
11 county election comm ssioners in the case of other elections, and
12 it is found that there have been failures in nmateria
13 particulars * * * to such an extent that it is inpossible to
14 arrive at the will of the voters at the precinct, the entire box
15 may be thrown out unless it be nmade to appear wi th reasonable
16 certainty that the irregularities were * * * deliberately
17 permtted or engaged in by the managers at that box, or by one (1)
18 of themresponsible for the wong or wongs, for the purpose of
19 electing or defeating a certain candi date or candi dates by
20 manipulating the election or the returns thereof at that box in
21 such manner as to have it thrown out; in which latter case, the
22 county executive conmittee, the state executive conmittee or the
23 county el ection conmm ssion, as appropriate, shall conduct such
24 hearing and nmake such determ nation in respect to said box, as may
25 appear lawfully just, subject to a judicial review of said matter
26 as el sewhere provided by this chapter. Wen such failures in
27 material particulars are found, the county executive commttee,

28 the state executive conmittee, or the election conm ssion, or the
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court upon review, nay order another election to be held at that
box appoi nting new nanagers to hold the sane.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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