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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1446

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-5-89, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE COURT SHALL NOT ASSESS GUARDI AN AD LI TEM COSTS
AGAI NST THE DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN SERVI CES WHERE THE DEPARTMENT | S
NOT THE | NI TI ATI NG PARTY; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-5-89, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-5-89. The court may appoint a guardian ad litemto any
i nfant or defendant of unsound m nd, and allow hi msuitable
conpensation payable out of the estate of that party, but the
appoi ntment shall not be nade except when the court * * *
considers it necessary for the protection of the interest of the
defendant; and a decree or judgnment of any court shall not be void
or erroneous because of the failure to have a guardian ad litem

The court shall not assess guardian ad |litem fees, court

costs, transportation costs or attorney fees against the

Department of Human Services or its county offices or any of their

of ficers, enployees or representatives. Further, the court shal

not assess other fees, costs or expenses agai nst the departnent,

of fices and/or representatives, except as are specially required

to be paid by the departnent or its representatives by statute.

However, if a proceeding is brought by the departnent, it may pay

a guardian ad litemfee for a mnor child or sibling group in an

amount not to exceed Six Hundred Fifty Dollars ($650.00), if funds

for that purpose are nade available to the departnent.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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