M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Representatives Gunn, ElIlington, To: Apportionnent and

Fillingane, Hamilton (6th), Staples, Reynolds Elections
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1435

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-13 AND 23-15-573, M SS| SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT AFFI DAVI T BALLOTS SHALL SERVE AS A
VIRI TTEN REQUEST TO CHANGE RESI DENCY FOR VOTI NG PURPCSES; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-13. An el ector who noves fromone ward or voting
precinct to another ward within the sane nunicipality or voting
precinct within the sanme county shall not be disqualified to vote,
but he or she shall be entitled to have his or her registration
transferred to his or her new ward or voting precinct upon either

of the follow ng occurrences: (a) the elector nakes witten

request therefor at any tinme up to thirty (30) days prior to the

el ection at which he or she offers to vote; or (b) he votes by

affidavit ballot as provided in Section 23-15-573. 1In this case,

the affidavit ballot, if valid, shall be deened to be a witten

request to transfer his registration to his new ward or precinct,

and the circuit clerk shall within thirty (30) days after the

el ection transfer his registration to his new ward or precinct.

Such an affidavit ballot, if valid, shall be counted in the

el ection in which it is cast; however, before counting the ball ot

in the new precinct, the el ection comr ssion, or county executive

commttee in a primary election, shall verify that the elector did

not cast a ballot in his former precinct.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-573, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:

H B. No. 1435 *HRO3/R1285.1* Gl/ 2
04/ HRO3/ R1285. 1
PAGE 1 (CIRLH



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

23-15-573.

pol | books shal

person offering to vote in any el ection whose nane does not appear

upon the poll book shal

Any person whose nanme does not appear

be permtted to vote in an el ection; but

upon the

if any

make affidavit before one (1) of the

managers of election in witing that he is entitled to vote, or

that he has been illegally denied registration,

his vote nay be

prepared by himand handed to the proper election officer who

shall enclose the sanme in an envelope with the witten affidavit

of the voter, sea

of the person of

conpl ete nane, al

t he signature of

fering to vote.

the affiant, and nust

one (1) of the election managers.

mai ntai ned for affidavit ball ots,

The affidavit nust incl

t he envel ope and nark plainly upon it the nane

ude t he

requi red addresses and tel ephone nunbers, and

i ncl ude the signature of

A separate register shall be

and the affiant shal

sign the

regi ster upon conpleting an affidavit under this section. In

canvassing the returns of the election,

primary el ecti ons,

el ecti on, shal

counted, or not counted, as it appears to be |egal.

affidavit ball ot

or the el ection comm ssi oners,

t he executive commttee in

in a general

exam ne the records and allow the ballot to be

The uni form

shal|l be deened to be a request to transfer

regi stration as provided in Section 23-15-13.

The uniform affidavit ball ot shal

followng form

STATE OF M SSI SSI PP

COUNTY OF

AFFI DAVI T & BALLOT ENVELOPE

Pr eci nct

Speci al El ections

Primry Cener a

be in substantially the

Dat e

Pl ease give the followng information: Date of Birth

Soci al Security

For ner Address

Nunmber

Age

Dat e of Move

Day Phone Nunber
Mai den Nane

Ni ght Phone Nunber
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This day personally appeared before the undersigned manager

of the above el ection, , who makes

Nane
affidavit as provided by Section 23-15-573, M ssissippi Code of
1972, that he or she is entitled to vote or has been illegally
deni ed registration.
I NSTRUCTI ONS TO VOTER:
If you have been illegally denied registration
check this box 0O,
If you are registered and otherwi se entitled to vote,
check the appropriate box bel ow.

O I. FOR VOTERS WHO ARE REG STERED I N THI S PRECI NCT WHO HAVE
NOT MOVED

| amentitled to vote because | ama resident of and lawfully
registered in this precinct but nmy name is not on the poll book.
O 1. FOR VOTERS WHO HAVE MOVED W THI N SUPERVI SORS DI STRI CT

| amentitled to vote because | have been lawfully registered

in County and the supervisors district

wherein this precinct is located for at least thirty (30) days
prior to this date, and amnot disqualified as a voter of this

precinct. | currently reside in this precinct at

Address (physical |ocation-not a post office box nunber)
O I11. FOR VOTERS WHO HAVE MOVED FROM ONE SUPERVI SORS DI STRI CT
TO ANOTHER W THI N THI S COUNTY

| amentitled to vote because | have been lawfully registered

in County and a resident of the supervisors

district wherein this precinct is |ocated for at least thirty (30)
days prior to this date, and amnot disqualified as a voter of

said precinct. | currently reside in this precinct at

Address (physical |ocation-not a post office box nunber)
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94 Signature of Voter Si gnature of Manager

95 SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissippi
96 shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
97 or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
98 Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States

99 District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
100 provisions of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and

101 extended.

102 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
103 and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

104 Rights Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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