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Represent ative Straughter To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1405

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 3-3-7, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE THI RD SATURDAY | N JUNE SHALL BE DECLARED TO BE
JUNETEENTH NATI ONAL FREEDOM DAY; TO PROVI DE THAT THI S DAY SHALL
NOT BE RECOGNI ZED AS A LEGAL HOLI DAY, BUT SHALL BE A DAY OF
COMVEMORATI ON;  AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 3-3-7, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

3-3-7. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (2)
of this section, the following are declared to be |egal holidays,
viz: the first day of January (New Year's Day); the third Mnday
of January (Robert E. Lee's birthday and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.'s birthday); the third Monday of February (Washington's
bi rt hday); the last Mnday of April (Confederate Menorial Day);
the | ast Monday of May (National Menorial Day and Jefferson Davis'
birthday); the fourth day of July (Independence Day); the first
Monday of Septenber (Labor Day); the el eventh day of Novenber
(Arm stice or Veterans' Day); the day fixed by proclamation by the
Governor of M ssissippi as a day of Thanksgiving, which shall be
fixed to correspond to the date proclained by the President of the
United States (Thanksgiving Day); and the twenty-fifth day of
Decenber (Christmas Day). In the event any holiday hereinbefore
decl ared | egal shall fall on Sunday, then the next follow ng day
shall be a | egal holiday.

(2) In lieu of any one (1) legal holiday provided for in
subsection (1) of this section, with the exception of the third
Monday in January (Robert E. Lee's and Martin Luther King, Jr.'s

bi rt hday), the governing authorities of any nunicipality or county
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may decl are, by order spread upon its mnutes, Mardi Gras Day or
any one (1) other day during the year, to be a | egal holiday.

(3) August 16 is declared to be Elvis Aaron Presley Day in
recognition and appreciation of Elvis Aaron Presley's many
contributions, international recognition and the rich | egacy |eft
to us by Elvis Aaron Presley. This day shall be a day of
recognition and observation and shall not be recognized as a | egal
hol i day.

(4) My 8 is declared to be Hernando De Soto Day in
recognition, observation and conmmenoration of Hernando De Sot o,
who led the first and nost inposing expedition ever nmade by
Europeans into the wilds of North America and the State of
M ssissippi, and in further recognition of the Spanish explorer's
187-day journey fromthe Tonbi gbee River basin on our state's
eastern boundary, westward to the place of discovery of the
M ssissippi River on May 8, 1541. This day shall be a day of
commenor ation, recognition and observati on of Hernando De Soto and
Eur opean expl oration and shall not be recognized as a | egal
hol i day.

(5) Insofar as possible, Armistice Day shall be observed by
appropriate exercises in all the public schools in the State of
M ssi ssippi at the eleventh hour in the norning of the el eventh
day of the el eventh nonth of the year.

(6) The third Saturday of June is declared to be Juneteenth

Nat i onal Freedom Day, in recognition of the ol dest

African- Aneri can holiday observed in the United states. This day

cel ebr at es:

(a) The announcenent of the Emanci pati on Procl amati on

by United States President Abraham Lincoln i ssued on Septenber 22,

1862, which provided that all persons held as slaves within

certain designated states would be declared free on January 1

1863,
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(b) The passage of the Thirteenth Arendnent to the

United States Constitution on Decenber 18, 1865, which officially

ended slavery in the United States of Anerica; and

(c) The comrunication to fornmer slaves of African

descent of the fact that slavery had ended, which becanme known

t hroughout the nation by June of 1865.

Junet eent h National Freedom Day commenorates and recogni zes

the joy of forner slaves when they | earned of the nessage of their

freedom and this holiday is a remnder to all Anericans of the

contributions and | egacy of Anericans of African descent. This

day shall be a day of commenoration and observation, and it shal

not be recogni zed as a | egal holiday.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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