M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representative Ellis To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1381

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE CREATI ON OF SPECI AL W NDSHI ELD

2 PLACARDS FOR USE BY EXPECTANT MOTHERS I N PARKI NG MOTCOR VEHI CLES | N

3 AREAS SET ASI DE FOR SUCH PERSONS; TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH PLACARDS

4 SHALL BE | SSUED BY THE STATE TAX COMM SSI ON UPON PAYMENT OF A FEE

5 OF FIVE DOLLARS; TO AUTHORI ZE STATE AGENCI ES AND PQOLI Tl CAL

6 SUBDI VI SIONS TO SET ASI DE PARKI NG SPACES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS; TO

7 PRESCRI BE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATIONS OF THI S ACT; AND FOR RELATED

8  PURPOSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
10 SECTION 1. (1) The State Tax Comm ssion shall provide for
11 the issuance of a tenmporary renovabl e wi ndshield placard, upon the
12 application of an expectant nother. The tenporary renovabl e
13 w ndshield placards authorized by this subsection shall be
14 prepared by the State Tax Comm ssion and shall be issued, for a
15 fee of Five Dollars ($5.00), to qualified applicants through the
16 offices of the tax collectors of the counties. Application for a
17 tenporary renovabl e w ndshield placard nust be acconpani ed by the
18 certification of a |licensed physician that the applicant is at
19 least four (4) nonths pregnant at the tinme of application. The
20 tenporary renovabl e wi ndshield placard nust be di splayed on the
21 left side of the vehicle dashboard or by hanging it on the
22 rearview mrror of the vehicle. The tenporary renovable
23 windshield placard shall be void i nmediately upon the end of
24 pregnancy by any neans and shall not be displayed on any vehicle
25 and shall be returned to the tax collector. The State Tax
26 Comm ssion shall prescribe the size, color, design and shape of
27 the pl acard.

28 (2) Any state agency, county, nunicipality, or other
29 political subdivision of the state may set aside parking spaces
30 reserved for use by expectant nothers. The M ssissippi Departnent
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of Transportation shall prescribe such signage and markings as it
deens appropriate to designate such parking spaces, and all such
spaces shall conformto requirenents established by the

depart nent .

SECTION 2. (1) An expectant nother nay use a speci al

par ki ng placard obtai ned under Section 1 of this act to park in
areas designated under Section 1(2) of this act. When parking the
desi gnat ed vehicle, the expectant nother parking placard shall be
prom nently displayed in such a manner that it may be viewed from
the front and rear of the vehicle by hanging it fromthe front
W ndshield rearview mrror of a vehicle only when that vehicle is
utilizing a parking space reserved for expectant nothers. Wen
there is no rearview mrror, or the expectant nother parking
pl acard is not designed in such a manner to accommobdat e hangi ng
froma rearview mrror, the placard shall be displayed on the
dashboard.

(2) An expectant nother parking placard may al so be issued
for use in a vehicle in which an expectant nother is being
transport ed.

SECTION 3. (1) Except for persons parking vehicles lawfully

di spl ayi ng an expectant nother parking placard when such vehicles
are being operated by or for the transportation of an expectant
not her, no person shall park a vehicle on public or private
property reserved for an expectant nother, which property has been
so posted in accordance with regul ati ons of the Departnent of
Transportation which shall require a sign stating the penalty
amount indi cated under Section 6 of this act and that vehicles in
violation of this subsection nay be towed.

(2) Any vehicle which is unlawfully parked in a designated
expect ant not her parking area may be renoved fromthat area by
tow ng and nay be reclainmed by the vehicle owner upon paynent of

the towi ng costs.
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(3) Local authorities shall have the power and, by ordi nance
or resolution, may authorize expectant nothers to issue statenents
to violators or violating vehicles for violation of subsection (1)
of this section. The formof the statenent shall be as prescribed
by the | ocal authorities.

SECTI ON 4. An operator of a vehicle displaying an expectant

not her parking placard shall not nake use of the parking

privil eges accorded to expectant nothers under this act unless the
operator is an expectant nother or unless the vehicle is being
operated for the transportation of an expectant nother.

SECTION 5. Signs required to be posted under this section

shal |l be replaced when they becone either obsolete or mssing with
all costs to replace the necessary signs to be borne by the
persons responsible for signing the particular |ocation.

SECTION 6. Any person violating this act conmts a

m sdenmeanor and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a fine
of not less that Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor nore than Two Hundred
Dol | ars ($200. 00) .

SECTION 7. The Departnent of Transportation shall promul gate

such rules and regul ations as it deens necessary to carry out the
provi sions of this act.
SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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