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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1375

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-13-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO AUTHORI ZE MEMBERS OF THE H GHWAY SAFETY PATROL RETI REMENT
SYSTEM TO RECEI VE CREDI TABLE SERVI CE | N THAT SYSTEM AT NO CCST FOR
PREVI QUS SERVI CE AS A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER FOR ANOTHER
JURI SDI CTI ON OR ENTI TY; TO AVMEND SECTI ON 25-11-137, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE PRECEDI NG PROVI SI ON; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-13-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-13-17. (1) Al persons who are covered under the terns
of this chapter on July 1, 1958, and who becone nenbers of the
retirement systemshall cease to be nenbers under the provisions
of Sections 25-11-101 through 25-11-139 upon July 1, 1958, and
shal | becone nenbers of this retirement systemwth full credit
for all prior service with the H ghway Safety Patr ol

(2) In conmputing the period of service of a nenber of the
H ghway Safety Patrol, any nmenber who served on active duty in the
Arnmed Forces of the United States, or who served in nmaritine
service during periods of hostility in Wrld War 11, shall be
entitled to creditable service at no cost for his service on

active duty in the Arned Forces or in that maritine service,

provi ded that he entered state service after his discharge from
the Arned Forces or entered state service after he conpleted that

maritime service. The maximum period for that creditable service

for all mlitary service as defined in this subsection (2) shal
not exceed four (4) years, unless positive proof can be furnished
by the person that he was retained in the Armed Forces during

VWrld War Il or in maritime service during World War 11, by causes
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beyond his control and w thout opportunity of discharge. The
menber shall furnish proof satisfactory to the Board of Trustees
of the Public Enployees' Retirenent System of certification of
mlitary service or maritime service records show ng dates of
entrance into active duty service and the date of discharge. No
creditabl e service shall be granted for any mlitary service or
maritine service to a nenber who qualifies for a retirenent

al l owance in another public retirenent system adm ni stered by the
Board of Trustees of the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenment System based
in whole or in part on that mlitary or maritinme service. 1In no
case shall the nenber receive creditable service if the nenber
recei ved a di shonorable discharge fromthe Arnmed Forces of the
United States.

The credit for mlitary service granted in this subsection
shall apply to all persons who have retired fromthe H ghway
Patrol and who qualify for credit as outlined above, whether they
retired before or after July 1, 2000; but this provision shall not
operate to require any back paynents of retirenent.

(3) (a) Any nenber of the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol
Retirenent System whose nenbership service is interrupted as a
result of qualified mlitary service within the nmeani ng of Section
414(u) (5) of the Internal Revenue Code, and who has received the
maxi mum servi ce credit avail abl e under subsection (2) of this
section, shall receive creditable service for the period of
qualified mlitary service that does not qualify as creditable
servi ce under subsection (2) of this section upon reentering
menber ship service in an anount not to exceed five (5) years if:

(1) The nmenber pays the contributions he would
have made to the retirenment systemif he had remained in
menbership service for the period of qualified mlitary service
based upon his salary at the tine his nenbership service was

i nterrupted,
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(1i1) The nenber returns to nmenbership service
Wi thin ninety (90) days of the end of his qualified mlitary
service; and

(tii1) The enployer at the tinme the nenber's
service was interrupted and to which enpl oynent the nenber returns
pays the contributions it would have nade into the retirenent
system for that period based on the nenber's salary at the tinme
the service was interrupted.

(b) The paynents required to be made in paragraph
(a)(i) of this subsection may be nmade over a period beginning with
the date of return to nenbership service and not exceeding three
(3) times the nenber's qualified mlitary service; however, in no
event shall that period exceed five (5) years.

(c) The nmenber shall furnish proof satisfactory to the
board of trustees of certification of mlitary service show ng
dates of entrance into qualified service and the date of discharge
as well as proof that the nenber has returned to active enpl oynent
within the tinme specified.

(4) In conputing the period of service of a nenber of the

H ghway Safety Patrol, any nenber who served as a | aw enforcenent

officer for a jurisdiction or entity other than the H ghway Safety

Patrol shall be entitled to creditable service at no cost for that

service as a |law enforcenent officer, provided that the nenber

entered enploynent with the H ghway Safety Patrol after he

conpleted that service as a | aw enforcenent officer. The nmaxi num

period for that creditable service for all previous service as a

| aw enforcenent officer shall not exceed four (4) years. The

nmenber shall furnish proof satisfactory to the Board of Trustees

of the Public Enployees' Retirenment System of records of the

menber's service as a | aw enforcenent officer. No creditable

service shall be granted for any service as a | aw enf orcenent

officer to a nenber who qualifies for a retirenent allowance in

anot her public retirenent system adm ni stered by the Board of
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Trustees of the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent System based in whole

or in part on that service as a | aw enforcenent officer.

SECTION 2. Section 25-11-137, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-11-137. (1) (a) Any law enforcenent officer or fireman
who has been covered under this article or under Section 21-29-101
et seq., Section 21-29-201 et seq., or Section 25-13-1 et seq.,
and who changes his enploynent fromone jurisdiction to another
jurisdiction, or has previously nmade that change, may elect to
transfer retirenment service credit earned while covered under the
retirenment systemof the former jurisdiction to that of the latter
as provided in this section.

(b) Any such | aw enforcenent officer or fireman
transferring as described in paragraph (a) of this subsection and
having paid retirenent funds under this article or under Section
21-29-101 et seq., Section 21-29-201 et seq., or Section 25-13-1
et seq., nust pay into the retirenent systemto which he is

transferring the full anmount of enployee contributions that he

woul d have paid into that systemif he had been a nmenber of that
system for each year of creditable service that is being

transferred, together with regular interest that woul d have been

earned by that systemthereon, and he nust al so pay, or the system
fromwhich he is transferring nust pay, into the systemto which
he is being transferred an anmount equal to that which the enpl oyer
woul d have paid if he had been a nenber of that system for each
year transferred, together with regular interest that woul d have
been earned by that systemthereon. The retirenent systemfrom
which he is being transferred shall be required to pay into the
systemto which he is transferring any funds credited to his
account. Any additional funds that may be required shall be paid
by the person being transferred. Failure to nmake these proper

adj ust nent paynents will void any transfer of service credits.
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(2) The benefits that are being currently paid by the system
in which the | aw enforcenent officer or fireman has |ast been a
menber, and the requirenents for retirement or disability
benefits, shall be those applicable to the officer falling under
the provisions of this section. Those transfers may only be nade
after the nenber has satisfied the mninmnumeligibility period for
nont hly benefits, excluding any duty related benefits, in the
systemto which the nmenber is transferring the credit. Upon the

conplete transfer and paynent of that credit, all time spent in

the covered | aw enforcenent or fire departnent service, as noted
above, within and for the State of M ssissippi or the political
subdi vi sions thereof, shall apply to the tine required by |aw
necessary to effect the retirement or disability of the officer.

(3) The provisions of this section requiring the paynent of

enpl oyee and enpl oyer contributions fromone (1) retirenent system

to another shall not apply in the case of creditable service

recei ved by nenbers of the H ghway Safety Patrol Retirenent System

for previous service as a | aw enforcenent officer, as provided in

Section 25-13-17(4).

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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