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Representative Smth (59th) To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1372

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT ANY NURSI NG SCHOOL OR DEGREE PROGRAM
AT A STATE | NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER LEARNI NG OR A PUBLI C COMVUNI TY OR
JUNI OR COLLEGE IN M SSI SSI PPI THAT HAS AN ENROLLMENT OF 100%
DURI NG THE 2003-2004 ACADEM C YEAR | S ELI G BLE FOR STATE FUNDI NG
TO H RE UP TO FOUR ADDI TI ONAL FACULTY MEMBERS FOR THE NURSI NG
SCHOOL OR PROGRAM BEG NNI NG W TH THE 2004- 2005 ACADEM C YEAR, TO
PROVI DE THAT I N ORDER TO RECEI VE TH S FUNDI NG A NURSI NG SCHOOL OR
PROGRAM MUST | NCREASE | TS ENROLLMENT PROPCORTI ONATELY FOR EACH
ADDI TI ONAL FACULTY MEMBER H RED W TH THE FUNDI NG TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-115-51, 37-129-1 AND 73-15-25, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
CONFORM TO THE PRECEDI NG PROVI SI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Any nursing school or degree programat a

state institution of higher learning or a public comunity or
junior college in Mssissippi that has an enroll ment of one
hundred percent (100% during the 2003-2004 academ c year is
eligible for funding fromthe State Board of State Institutions of
Hi gher Learning, the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges
or the State Departnent of Education, as the case may be, to hire
up to four (4) additional faculty nenbers for the nursing school
or program beginning with the 2004-2005 academ c year. In order
to receive the funding under this section, a nursing school or
program nust increase the enrollnment at the school or program
proportionately for each additional faculty menber hired with this
f undi ng.

(2) The Legislature shall appropriate or otherw se nmake
available to the State Board of State Institutions of Hi gher
Learning, the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges and
the State Department of Education the funds that are necessary to

i npl enent the provisions of subsection (1) of this section.
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SECTION 2. Section 37-4-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-4-3. (1) Fromand after July 1, 1986, there shall be a
State Board for Conmmunity and Junior Colleges which shall receive
and distribute funds appropriated by the Legislature for the use
of the public community and junior colleges and funds from federal
and other sources that are transmtted through the state
governnental organi zation for use by those colleges. This board
shal | provide general coordination of the public community and
junior colleges, assenble reports and such other duties as may be
prescri bed by | aw

(2) The board shall consist of ten (10) nenbers of which
none shall be an elected official and none shall be engaged in the
educati onal profession. The Governor shall appoint two (2)
menbers fromthe First M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1)
who shall serve an initial termof two (2) years and one (1) who
shall serve an initial termof five (5) years; two (2) nenbers
fromthe Second M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1) who
shall serve an initial termof five (5) years and one (1) who
shall serve an initial termof three (3) years; and two (2)
menbers fromthe Third M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1)
who shall serve an initial termof four (4) years and one (1) who
shall serve an initial termof tw (2) years; two (2) nenbers from
the Fourth M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1) who shal
serve an initial termof three (3) years and one (1) who shal
serve an initial termof four (4) years; and two (2) nmenbers from
the Fifth M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1) who shal
serve an initial termof five (5) years and one (1) who shal
serve an initial termof two (2) years. Al subsequent
appoi ntments shall be for a termof six (6) years and continue
until their successors are appointed and qualify. An appoi ntnent
to fill a vacancy that arises for reasons other than by expiration

of atermof office shall be for the unexpired termonly. No two
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(2) appointees shall reside in the sanme junior college district.
Al menbers shall be appointed with the advice and consent of the
Senat e.

(3) There shall be a chairman and vice chairman of the
board, elected by and fromthe nenbership of the board; and the
chai rman shall be the presiding officer of the board. The board
shal | adopt rules and regul ati ons governing tinmes and places for
nmeetings and governing the manner of conducting its business.

(4) The nmenbers of the board shall receive no annual salary,
but shall receive per diemconpensation as authorized by Section
25-3-69 for each day devoted to the discharge of official board
duties and shall be entitled to reinbursenent for all actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties,

i ncluding mleage as authorized by Section 25-3-41.

(5) The board shall nanme a director for the state system of
public junior and community coll eges, who shall serve at the
pl easure of the board. The director shall be the chief executive
officer of the board, give direction to the board staff, carry out
the policies set forth by the board, and work with the presidents
of the several comunity and junior colleges to assist themin
carrying out the nandates of the several boards of trustees and in
functioning within the state system and policies established by
the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges. The State
Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges shall set the salary of
the Director of the State System of Conmunity and Juni or Col | eges.
The Legislature shall provide adequate funds for the State Board
for Community and Junior Colleges, its activities and its staff.

(6) The powers and duties of the State Board for Conmunity
and Juni or Col | eges shal |l be:

(a) To authorize disbursenents of state appropriated
funds to community and junior colleges through orders in the

m nutes of the board.
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(b) To make studies of the needs of the state as they
relate to the mssion of the community and junior coll eges.

(c) To approve new, changes to and del etions of
vocational and technical prograns to the various coll eges.

(d) To require community and junior colleges to supply
such information as the board may request and conpile, publish and
make avail abl e such reports based thereon as the board nmay deem
advi sabl e.

(e) To approve proposed new attendance centers (canpus
| ocations) as the |ocal boards of trustees should determ ne to be
in the best interest of the district. However, * * * no new
comuni ty/junior college branch canpus shall be approved w t hout
an authorizing act of the Legislature.

(f) To serve as the state approving agency for federal
funds for proposed contracts to borrow noney for the purpose of
acquiring land, erecting, repairing, etc. dormtories, dwellings
or apartnents for students and/or faculty, the |oans to be paid
fromrevenue produced by those facilities as requested by | ocal
boards of trustees.

(g) To approve applications fromcomunity and juni or
col l eges for state funds for vocational -technical education
facilities.

(h) To approve any university branch canpus offering
| ower undergraduate | evel courses for credit.

(1) To appoint nenbers to the Post-Secondary
Educati onal Assi stance Board.

(j) To appoint nenbers to the Authority for Educati onal
Tel evi si on.

(k) To contract wth other boards, conm ssions,
governnental entities, foundations, corporations or individuals
for prograns, services, grants and awards when such are needed for
t he operation and devel opnent of the state public community and

junior college system
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(I') To fix standards for conmunity and junior coll eges
to qualify for appropriations, and qualifications for conmunity
and junior college teachers.

(m To have sign-off approval on the State Plan for
Vocational Education that is devel oped in cooperation wth
appropriate units of the State Departnent of Educati on.

(n) To approve or disapprove of any proposed incl usion
W thin municipal corporate limts of state-owned buil dings and
grounds of any comunity college or junior college and to approve
or di sapprove of |and use devel opnent, zoning requirenents,
bui |l di ng codes and delivery of governnental services applicable to
st at e-owned bui |l di ngs and grounds of any community col | ege or
junior college. Any agreenent by a |l ocal board of trustees of a
comunity college or junior college to annexation of state-owned
property or other conditions described in this paragraph shall be
voi d unl ess approved by the board and by the board of supervisors
of the county in which the state-owned property is |ocated.

(o) Under the provisions of Section 1 of this act,

provi de funding to nursing schools and degree prograns at public

comunity and junior colleges to hire additional faculty nenbers

for the nursing school or program and require any nursing school

or programthat receives the funding to increase the enroll nent at

the school or program proportionately for each additional faculty

menber hired with the funding.

SECTION 3. Section 37-115-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-115-51. The Legislature * * * finds that there is great
need of additional and better trained nurses in M ssissippi and
the purpose of this section is to neet that need to the extent

* * * provided in this section.

The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher
Learni ng shall establish a school of nursing at the University of
M ssi ssi ppi under the jurisdiction of the Dean of the School of
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Medi ci ne or such other authority as the board of trustees may
determ ne, and other regularly constituted adm nistrative
authorities of the university.

The board of trustees shall provide for the school, such
bui | di ngs and equi pnent, and such teaching staff and ot her
personnel as nmay be deened appropriate for the establishnment and
operation of the school of nursing and for the performance of the

ot her functions * * * provided for in this section, all of which

shal |, however, be done within the appropriations made for those
pur poses.
The school of nursing shall, under the direction and

supervi sion of the Dean of the School of Mdicine and the other
regularly constituted adm nistrative authorities of the university
and of the board of trustees and under curricula to be prescribed
by the board, and begi nning each of its functions at such tinme as
may be determ ned by the board, carry on a teaching course,
| ooking to the conferring of bachelor's or master's degrees in
nur si ng.

The school of nursing shall under the sanme direction,
supervision, control and conditions as set forth in the fourth

paragraph of this section, have authority, in its discretion, to

arrange and contract with hospitals, hospital schools of nursing
or other simlar institutions, for students in the school of

nursing to take clinical training and practice in those

institutions. It also may contract with hospitals, hospital
schools of nursing or other simlar institutions with respect to
providing to any such institution instructors or instruction
services fromthe university school of nursing upon full or part
time basis and upon such basis of conpensation or reinbursenent of
costs as may be deened reasonabl e and proper in view of the public
interests invol ved.

Under the sane supervision, direction, control and conditions

as are set forth in the fourth paragraph of this section, the
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195 school of nursing shall also adm nister such schol arship prograns
196 in nursing education and such activities wth respect to

197 recruitnent of nursing students and counseling work with such

198 students and prospective students as may be provided for by the
199 Legislature fromtinme to tine.

200 The school of nursing at the University of Mssissippi is

201 eligible for funding to hire additional faculty nmenbers under the

202 provisions of Section 1 of this act.

203 SECTION 4. Section 37-129-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
204 anended as foll ows:

205 37-129-1. In addition to all other powers and duties now
206 vested by law in the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of
207 Hi gher Learning of the State of M ssissippi, the board shall:
208 (a) Establish by rules and regul ations and pronul gate
209 uniform standards for accreditation of schools of nursing in the
210 State of Mssissippi (i) insofar as concerns the eligibility of
211 graduates of those schools to take the exam nation prescribed by
212 law to becone registered nurses authorized to practice the

213 profession of nursing as registered nurses in M ssissippi, and
214 (ii) insofar as concerns student nurses attending those schools
215 being eligible to participate in any student nurse schol arship
216 programor other program of assistance now existing or hereafter
217 established by | egislative enactnent;

218 (b) Issue to those schools of nursing upon an annual

219 Dbasis certificates of accreditation as may be proper under those
220 standards;

221 (c) Adm nister any schol arship program or other program
222 of assistance heretofore or hereafter established by legislative
223 enactnent for the benefit of students attending accredited schools
224 of nursing in this state;

225 (d) Adm nister any other funds available or that may be
226 made available for the pronotion of nursing education in the

227 state, with the exception of nursing faculty supplenent funds to
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the public junior colleges, which funds shall be appropriated to
and adm ni stered by the Division of Junior Colleges of the State
Departnent of Educati on;

(e) Adopt rules and regulations to provide that a nurse
intraining may, during the two-year period in an approved
hospital, be allowed to transfer at any tine with full credit
after six (6) nonths in training, to any other hospital of her
choice at which there is a vacancy; suitable provision shall be
made to protect himor her against coercion or intimdation
concerni ng such a contenplated transfer;

(f) Under the provisions of Section 1 of this act,

provi de funding to nursing schools and degree prograns at state

institutions of higher learning to hire additional faculty nenbers

for the nursing school or program and require any nursing school

or programthat receives the funding to increase the enroll nent at

the school or program proportionately for each additional faculty

menber hired with the funding.

In addition to other powers now vested by law in the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning, the board may
establish and maintain a nurse-mdw fery education programthat
neets the accreditation standards of the Anerican Coll ege of
Nurse-M dwi ves at a state institution of higher |earning under the
jurisdiction of the board of trustees.

In order to inplenent paragraph (d) above, the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning shall arrange
and contract with hospitals, senior colleges and hospital schools
of nursing for the financial support of prograns of nursing
education. The * * * board may adopt such terns for contracts,
and such rules and regul ations for reinbursing contracting
agencies for costs of instruction in schools of nursing as may be
feasible in accordance with appropriations made by the Legislature

for this purpose. However, no reinbursenent may be nmade to
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contracting agencies in excess of the actual cost of instruction
in the school s of nursing.

No provision of this section shall be construed to authorize
any departnent, agency, officer or enployee of the State of
M ssissippi to exercise any controls over the adm ssions policy of
any private educational institution offering a baccal aureate
degree in nursing.

SECTION 5. Section 73-15-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-15-25. In addition to all other powers and duties now
vested by law in the State Departnment of Education, it shall,
acting in this behalf by and through its Division of Vocational
Education * * *:

(a) Establish by rules and regul ations and promnul gate
uni form standards for the accreditation of schools of practical
nursing in this state insofar as concerns the eligibility of
graduates of those schools to take the exam nation to becone
| i censed practical nurses;

(b) Issue to those schools, upon an annual basis,
certificates of accreditation as nmay be proper under those
st andards;_

(c) Under the provisions of Section 1 of this act,

provide funding to nursing schools and degree prograns for

practical nursing to hire additional faculty nenbers for the

nursing school or program and require any nursing school or

programthat receives the funding to increase the enroll nent at

the school or program proportionately for each additional faculty

menber hired with the funding.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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