M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Representati ve Reynol ds To: Apportionment and
El ections

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 1357

AN ACT TO BE KNOWN AS THE "M SSI SSI PPI HELP AMERI CA VOTE ACT
OF 2002 COWPLI ANCE LAW; TO AUTHORI ZE THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO
ESTABLI SH AN ADM NI STRATI VE COMPLAI NT PROCEDURE FOR HANDLI NG
GRI EVANCES | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE HELP AMERI CA VOTE ACT OF 2002,
TO REQUI RE THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE COW SSI ONER OF PUBLI C
SAFETY TO ENTER | NTO AN AGREEMENT TO GRANT THE SECRETARY OF
STATE' S OFFI CE ACCESS TO THE DRI VER S LI CENSE DATABASE AND
| DENTI FI CATI ON CARDHOLDER DATABASE FOR THE PURPOSE OF MATCHI NG
| NFORVATI ON | N THE DATABASE OF THE STATEW DE CENTRALI ZED VOTER
SYSTEM TO THE EXTENT REQUI RED TO ENABLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO
VERI FY THE ACCURACY OF | NFORVATI ON TO COVPLY W TH THE HELP AMERI CA
VOTE ACT OF 2002; TO REQUI RE THE COW SSI ONER OF PUBLI C SAFETY TO
ENTER | NTO AN AGREEMENT W TH THE COWMM SSI ONER OF SCCI AL SECURI TY
I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE HELP AMERI CA VOTE ACT OF 2002 TO VERI FY THE
ACCURACY OF | NFORVATI ON PROVI DED BY THE COW SSI ONER OF PUBLI C
SAFETY W TH RESPECT TO APPLI CATI ONS FOR VOTER REG STRATI ON; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO
ACCEPT AND EXPEND FEDERAL FUNDS AUTHORI ZED UNDER THE HELP AMERI CA
VOTE ACT OF 2002; TO PROVI DE THAT THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL BE
RESPONSI BLE FOR PROVI DI NG | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED BY THE HELP AMERI CA
VOTE ACT OF 2002 REGARDI NG VOTER REGQ STRATI ON PROCEDURES AND
ABSENTEE BALLOT PROCEDURES TO BE USED BY ABSENT UNI FORMED SERVI CES
VOTERS AND OVERSEAS VOTERS W TH RESPECT TO ELECTI ONS; TO AUTHORI ZE
THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS
NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE HELP AMERI CA VOTE
ACT OF 2002; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-35, 23-15-39, 23-15-47,
23-15-137, 23-15-153, 23-15-211, 23-15-255, 23-15-573 AND
23-15-687, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT FROM AND
AFTER JANUARY 1, 2006, THE MJUNI Cl PAL REGQ STRATI ON BOOKS SHALL BE A
PART OF THE OFFI Cl AL RECORD OF REQ STERED VOTERS AS CONTAI NED I'N
THE STATEW DE CENTRALI ZED VOTER SYSTEM TO PROVI DE THAT THE FORM
FOR REGULAR AND MAI L-1 N APPLI CATI ONS FOR REG STRATI ON AS AN
ELECTOR SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE;, TO PROVI DE
FOR THE TYPES OF VOTER REQ STRATI ON NUMBERS | SSUED AFTER JANUARY
1, 2006; TO PROVI DE FOR THE ENTRY OF REG STRATI ON | NFORVATI ON | NTO
THE STATEW DE CENTRALI ZED VOTER SYSTEM TO REQUI RE, FROM AND AFTER
JANUARY 1, 2006, THAT THE COUNTY COWM SS| ONERS OF ELECTI ON SHALL
PREPARE THE REGQ STRATI ON AND POLLBOOKS FOR EACH MUNI CI PALI TY
LOCATED I N THE COUNTY TO PROVI DE FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE
COMM SSI ONERS FOR SUCH WORK; TO REQUI RE THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO
DEVELOP A SI NGLE COMPREHENSI VE POLL WORKER TRAI NI NG PROGRAM TO
ASSI ST LOCAL ELECTI ON OFFI Cl ALS I N PROVI DI NG UNI FORM AND SECURE
ELECTI ONS; TO REQUI RE THE MANAGERS OF EACH PRECI NCT TO POST
CERTAI' N | NFORVATI ON ON THE DAY OF AN ELECTI ON; TO PROVI DE THAT THE
FORM OF THE AFFI DAVI T BALLOT AND THE AFFI DAVI T BALLOT ENVELOPE
SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE;, TO REVI SE THE
REASONS FOR VH CH A PERSON MAY VOTE BY AFFI DAVIT BALLOTS; TO
PROVI DE THE MANNER | N WHI CH A PERSON MAY VOTE BY AFFI DAVI T BALLOCT;
TO PROVI DE THAT ONE APPLI CATI ON FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT SHALL SERVE
AS A REQUEST BY THE APPLI CANT FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR THE NEXT
TWO FEDERAL GENERAL ELECTI ONS AND ALL STATE ELECTI ONS OCCURRI NG
DURI NG THAT TI ME FRAVE; TO PROVI DE FOR THE PRESERVATI ON OF
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ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLI CATI ONS FOR ONE YEAR, TO PROVI DE THAT IF A
REQUEST FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT IS REJECTED OR I F A REQUEST TO
REG STER TO VOTE BY A UNI FORMED OR OVERSEAS VOTER |'S DEN ED, THE
PERSON APPLYI NG OR MAKI NG THE REQUEST SHALL BE PROVI DED W TH THE
REASONS FOR SUCH DENI AL OR REJECTI ON; TO REPEAL SECTI ON 23- 15- 14,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, WHI CH PROVI DES THAT CERTAI N MUNI Cl PAL
RESI DENTS WHO ARE REG STERED TO VOTE ONLY IN COUNTY ELECTI ONS
SHALL BE REG STERED TO VOTE | N MUNI Cl PAL ELECTI ONS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI -
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

"M ssissippi Help Anerica Vote Act of 2002 Conpliance Law. "
SECTION 2. The Secretary of State shall, by rule and

regul ation, establish an adm nistrative conplaint procedure for
handl i ng grievances in accordance with the Help Anerica Vote Act
of 2002.

SECTION 3. The Secretary of State and the Comm ssioner of

Public Safety shall enter into an agreenent to grant the Secretary
of State's Ofice "read only" access to the driver's |license
dat abase and identification cardhol der database for the purpose of
mat ching information in the database of the Statew de Centralized
Voter Systemcreated in Section 23-15-163 et seq. to the extent
required to enable the Secretary of State to verify the accuracy
of information provided on applications for voter registration in
conpliance wwth the Help America Vote Act of 2002.

SECTI ON 4. The Conm ssioner of Public Safety shall enter

into an agreenment with the Conm ssioner of Social Security under
Section 205(r)(8) of the Social Security Act in accordance with
the Help Anerica Vote Act of 2002 to verify the accuracy of
applicable information provided by the Conm ssioner of Public
Safety with respect to applications for voter registration.

SECTION 5. The Secretary of State shall have the authority

to accept federal funds authorized under the Help Anerica Vote Act
of 2002 and to neet all the requirenents of the Hel p Anerica Vote
Act of 2002 in order to expend the funds.

SECTION 6. The Secretary of State shall be responsible for

providing to all absent uniformed services voters and overseas
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voters who wish to vote or register to vote in this state
information required by the Help America Vote Act of 2002
regardi ng voter registration procedures and absentee ball ot
procedures to be used by absent uniforned services voters and
overseas voters with respect to elections, including procedures
relating to the use of the federal wite-in absentee ballot.

SECTION 7. The Secretary of State shall pronmulgate rules and

regul ati ons necessary to effectuate the provisions of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 in this state.

SECTI ON 8. Section 23-15-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[Until January 1, 2006, this section shall read as foll ows:]

23-15-35. (1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the

regi strar of voters of the nunicipality, and shall take the oath

of office prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution. The
governing authorities shall provide suitable nunicipa

regi stration books, which shall conformas nearly as practicable
to the county registration books. The registrar shall, as nearly
as may be practicable, and where not otherw se provided, conply
with all the provisions of |aw regarding state and county

el ections in keeping and maintaining such registration books and
in registering voters thereon. Applications for registration as
el ectors of the municipality shall be nade upon a triplicate form
provi ded by and prepared at the expense of the county registrar,
which formshall conformas nearly as practicable to the
application for registration formprovided for in Section

23-15- 39.

(2) The municipal clerk shall be authorized to register
applicants as county electors. The nunicipal clerk shall forward
notice of registration, a copy of the application for
registration, and any changes to the registration when they occur,
either by certified mail to the county registrar or by personal

delivery to the county registrar provided that a nunbered receipt
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is signed by the registrar in return for the described docunents.
Upon recei pt of the copy of the application for registration or

changes to the registration, and if a review of the application

indicates that the applicant neets all the criteria necessary to
qualify as a county elector, then the county registrar shall nake
a determnation of the county voting precinct in which the person
maki ng the application shall be required to vote. The county
regi strar shall send this county voting precinct information by
United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at
the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the municipal clerk or the county registrar in
effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of
supervisors. |If a review of the copy of the application for
registration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the county, the county
registrar shall challenge the application. The county el ection
conmm ssioners shall review any * * * chall enge or
disqualification, after having notified the applicant by certified
mai | of the challenge or disqualification

(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the

application a copy of the application, and the county registrar

shal |l process the application in accordance with the | aw regarding

the handling of voter registration applications. * * *

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for
regi stration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an el ector
in the nunicipality, provided that such application is not
chal | enged as provided for therein.

[ From and after January 1, 2006, this section shall read as

follows:]
23-15-35. (1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the

regi strar of voters of the nunicipality, and shall take the oath

of office prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution.
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The * * * nunicipal registration books * * * shall conform* * *

to the county registration books which shall be a part of the

official record of registered voters as contained in the Statew de

Centralized Voter System The nunicipal clerk shall conply with

all the provisions of |law regarding the registration of voters,

i ncluding the use of the voter registration applications used by

county registrars and prescribed by the Secretary of State under

Sections 23-15-39 and 23-15-47.

(2) The municipal clerk shall be authorized to register
applicants as county electors. The nunicipal clerk shall forward
notice of registration, a copy of the application for
registration, and any changes to the registration when they occur,
either by certified mail to the county registrar or by personal
delivery to the county registrar provided that a nunbered receipt
is signed by the registrar in return for the described docunents.
Upon recei pt of the copy of the application for registration or

changes to the registration, and if a review of the application

indicates that the applicant neets all the criteria necessary to
qualify as a county elector, then the county registrar shall nake
a determnation of the county voting precinct in which the person
maki ng the application shall be required to vote. The county
regi strar shall send this county voting precinct information by
United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at
the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the municipal clerk or the county registrar in
ef fectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of
supervisors. |If a review of the copy of the application for
registration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the county, the county
registrar shall challenge the application. The county el ection
conm ssioners shall review any * * * chall enge or
disqualification, after having notified the applicant by certified

mai | of the challenge or disqualification
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(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the

application a copy of the application and the county registrar

shal |l process the application in accordance with the | aw regarding

the handling of voter registration applications. * * *

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for
regi stration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an el ector
in the nunicipality, provided that such application is not
chal | enged as provided for therein.

SECTION 9. Section 23-15-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[Until January 1, 2006, this section shall read as foll ows:]

23-15-39. (1) Applications for registration as el ectors of
this state, which are sworn to and subscri bed before the registrar
or deputy registrar authorized by | aw and which are not nade by

mai |, shall be nade upon a * * * formestablished by rule duly

adopted by the Secretary of State.

* * %

(2) The boards of supervisors shall nake proper allowances
for office supplies reasonably necessitated by the registration of
county el ectors.

(3) If the applicant indicates on the application that he

resides within the city limts of a city or town in the county of

regi stration, the county registrar shall forward notice of

registration, a copy of the application for registration, and any
changes to the registration when they occur, either by certified

mail to the clerk of the nmunicipality in which the application

i ndi cates the applicant resides, or by personal delivery to the

clerk of the nmunicipality provided that a nunbered receipt is

signed by the clerk in return for the described docunents. Upon
recei pt of the copy of the application for registration or changes
to the registration, and if a review* * * jndicates that the

applicant neets all the criteria necessary to qualify as a
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muni ci pal elector, then the clerk of the nmunicipality shall nake a
determ nation of the nunicipal voting precinct in which the person
maki ng the application shall be required to vote. The clerk shal
send this nunicipal voting precinct information by United States
first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at the address
provi ded on the application. Any and all mailing costs incurred
by the county registrar or the clerk of the municipality in
effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the governing
authority of the municipality. If a review of the copy of the
application for registration or changes to the registration
indicates that the applicant is not qualified to vote in the
muni ci pality, the clerk of the nmunicipality shall challenge the
application. The municipal election comm ssioners responsible for
the municipality shall reviewany * * * chall enge or
disqualification after having notified the applicant by certified
mai | of the challenge or disqualification

(4) If the applicant indicates on the application that he

has previously registered to vote in another county of this state

or another state, the registrar or clerk shall on a nonthly basis

send notice of this newregistration to the registrar or clerk of

the county in this state or any other state that is indicated in

the application as the voter's previous place of registration.

The el ection conm ssion of the voter's previous place of
regi stration shall be responsible for having such voter's nane
erased fromthe appropriate registration book and pol | book.

(5) The registrar shall issue to the person making the
application a copy of the application upon which has been witten
the county voting precinct in which the person shall vote. The
registrar shall assign a voter registration nunber to the person
whi ch shall be that person's social security nunber if such a
nunber is provided, and the voter registration nunber shall be

clearly shown on the application.
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(6) Any person desiring an application for registration may

secure an application fromthe registrar of the county of which he

is a resident and may take the application with himand secure

assistance in conpleting the application fromany person of the

applicant's choice. It shall be the duty of all registrars to

furnish applications for registration to all persons requesting

them and it shall |ikew se be his duty to furnish aid and

assi stance in the conpleting of the application when requested by

an applicant. The application for registration shall be sworn to
and subscri bed before the registrar or deputy registrar at the
muni ci pal clerk's office, the county registrar's office or any
ot her location where the applicant is allowed to register to vote.
No fee or cost shall be charged the applicant by the registrar for
accepting the application or adm nistering the oath or for any
ot her duty inposed by |aw regarding the registration of electors.
(7) If the person nmaking the application is unable to read
or wite, for reason of disability or otherw se, he shall not be
required to personally conplete the application in witing and
execute the oath. In such cases, the registrar or deputy
registrar shall read to the person the application and oath and
the person's answers * * * shall be recorded by the registrar or
his deputy. The person shall be registered as an elector if he

otherwi se neets the requirenents to be registered as an el ector.

The registrar shall record the responses of the person and the
recorded responses shall be retained permanently by the registrar.
The registrar shall forward a copy of all * * * recorded responses
to the Secretary of State and shall indicate which were approved
for registration.

(8) The receipt of a copy of the application for
regi stration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-35(2) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an el ector

of this state, if the application is not challenged * * *.
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(9) In any case in which a nunicipality expands its
cor porate boundaries by annexation, the nunicipal clerk shal
within ten (10) days after the effective date of the annexation,
forward to the county registrar a map which accurately depicts the
annexed area. The county registrar shall, within ten (10) days
after the receipt of the map, forward to the nunicipal clerk a
copy of the nobst recent county precinct or subprecinct poll book

for the county precincts * * * which are included in the annexed

area * * * or equivalent conputer data or information as wll
permt the identification of county electors who reside in the
annexed area. The nunicipal clerk shall add those county el ectors
who have resided in the annexed area for at least thirty (30) days
after annexation to the nunicipal registration books as registered
voters of the municipality and shall forward to such persons
written notification of such addition and of the munici pal
precinct or ward in which such persons reside.

[ From and after January 1, 2006, this section shall read as

follows:]

23-15-39. (1) Applications for registration as electors of

this state, which are sworn to and subscri bed before the registrar
or deputy registrar authorized by | aw and which are not nade by

mai |, shall be nade upon a * * * formestablished by rule duly

adopted by the Secretary of State.

* * %

(2) The boards of supervisors shall nake proper allowances
for office supplies reasonably necessitated by the registration of
county el ectors.

(3) If the applicant indicates on the application that he

resides within the city limts of a city or town in the county of

regi stration, the county registrar shall process the application

for registration or changes to the registration as provided by

IaW * * %
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(4) If the applicant indicates on the application that he

has previously registered to vote in another county of this state

or another state, * * * notice to the voter's previous county of

registration in this state shall be provided by the Statew de

Centralized Voter System |If the voter's previous place of

registration was in another state, notice shall be provided to the

voter's previous state of residence if the Statewi de Centralized

Vot er system has that capability.

(5) The county registrar shall provide to the person maki ng
the application a copy of the application upon which has been

witten the county voting precinct and nunicipal voting precinct,

if any, in which the person shall vote. Upon entry of the voter

registration information into the Statew de Centralized Voter

System the systemshall assign a voter registration nunber to the

person, which shall be that person's current and valid M ssissipp

driver's license nunber, or if the person does not possess a

current and valid Mssissippi driver's license, the |ast four (4)

digits of the person's social security nunber, if the nunber is

provided. |f the person does not have a current and valid

M ssi ssippi driver's |license nunber and does not provide the |ast

four (4) digits of his social security nunber, the Statew de

Centralized Voter System shall assign the person a uni que

regi stration nunber. The assigned voter registration nunber shal

be clearly shown on the application.
(6) Any person desiring an application for registration may

secure an application fromthe registrar of the county of which he

is a resident and may take the application with himand secure

assistance in conpleting the application fromany person of the

applicant's choice. It shall be the duty of all registrars to

furni sh applications for registration to all persons requesting

them and it shall |ikew se be his duty to furnish aid and

assi stance in the conpleting of the application when requested by

an applicant. The application for registration shall be sworn to
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and subscribed before the registrar or deputy registrar at the
muni ci pal clerk's office, the county registrar's office or any
ot her location where the applicant is allowed to register to vote
No fee or cost shall be charged the applicant by the registrar for
accepting the application or admnistering the oath or for any
ot her duty inposed by |aw regarding the registration of electors.
(7) If the person nmaking the application is unable to read
or wite, for reason of disability or otherw se, he shall not be
required to personally conplete the application in witing and
execute the oath. In such cases, the registrar or deputy
registrar shall read to the person the application and oath and
the person's answers thereto shall be recorded by the registrar or
his deputy. The person shall be registered as an elector if he

otherwi se neets the requirenents to be registered as an el ector.

The registrar shall record the responses of the person and the
recorded responses shall be retained permanently by the registrar.

The registrar shall enter the voter registration information into

the Statewi de Centralized Voter System and designate the entry as

an assisted filing.

(8) The receipt of a copy of the application for
regi stration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-35(2) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an el ector
of this state, if the application is not challenged * * *.

(9) In any case in which a nunicipality expands its

corporate boundaries by annexation or redistricts all or a part of

the nunicipality, the nmunicipal clerk shall within ten (10) days

after the effective date of the annexation or after preclearance

of the redistricting plan under Section 5 of the Voting Ri ghts Act

of 1965, provide the county registrar with conform ng geographic

data that is conpatible with the Statewide Centralized Voter

System The data shall be devel oped by the municipality' s use of

a standardi zed format specified by the Statewide Centralized Voter

System The county registrar shall update the nunicipal boundary
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information or redistricting information into the Statew de

Centralized Voter System The Statewi de Centralized Voter System

shal | update the voter registration records to include the new

muni ci pal el ectors who have resided within the annexed area for at

least thirty (30) days after annexation and assign the electors to

the muni cipal voting precincts. The county registrar shal

forward to the municipal clerk witten notification of the

addi ti ons and changes, and the nunicipal clerk shall forward to

the new nunicipal electors witten notification of the additions

and changes. The Statewi de Centralized Voter System shal

correctly place nunicipal electors within districts whose

boundaries were altered by any redistricting conducted within the

muni ci pality and assign such electors to the correct nunicipal

voting precincts.

SECTI ON 10. Section 23-15-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

[Until January 1, 2006, this section shall read as foll ows:]

23-15-47. (1) Any person who is qualified to register to
vote in the State of M ssissippi may register to vote by mail-in
application in the manner prescribed in this section.

(2) The follow ng procedure shall be used in the
regi stration of electors by mail:

(a) Any qualified elector may register to vote by
mailing or delivering a conpleted nmail-in application to his
county registrar at least thirty (30) days prior to any el ection.
The postnark date of a nmiled application shall be the date of
registration. * * *

(b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county
registrar shall stanp such application wth the date of receipt
and shall verify the application by contacting the applicant by
t el ephone, by personal contact wth the applicant, or by any other
net hod approved by the Secretary of State. Wthin twenty-five

(25) days of receipt of a mail-in application, the county
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regi strar shall conplete action on the application, including any
attenpts to notify the applicant of the status of his application.

(c) If the county registrar determ nes that the
applicant is qualified and his application is |egible and
conplete, he shall mail the applicant witten notification that
the application has been approved, specifying the county voting
precinct, polling place and supervisor district in which such
person shall vote. This witten notification of approval
containing the specified information shall be the voter's
registration card. The registration cards shall be provided by
the county registrar. The registrar shall assign a voter
regi stration nunber to such person, which shall be that person's
soci al security nunber if such a nunber is provided, and the voter
regi stration nunber shall be clearly shown on the application and
on the witten notification of approval. In mailing such witten
notification, the county registrar shall note the follow ng on the
envel ope: "DO NOT FORWARD." |If any registration notification
formis returned as undeliverable, voter's registration shall be
voi d.

(d) A nmil-in application shall be rejected for any of
the foll ow ng reasons:

(1) An inconplete portion of the application which
makes it inpossible for the registrar to determine the eligibility
of the applicant to register;

(1i) A portion of the application which is
illegible in the opinion of the county registrar and makes it
i npossible to determne the eligibility of the applicant to
register;

(tii1) The county registrar is unable to determ ne,
fromthe address and information stated on the application, the
precinct in which the voter should be assigned or the supervisor

district in which he is entitled to vote;
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(tv) The applicant is not qualified to register to
vote pursuant to Section 23-15-11;

(v) The registrar determnes that the applicant is
registered as a qualified elector of the county;

(vi) The county registrar is unable to verify the
application pursuant to subsection (2)(b) of this section.

(e) If the mail-in application of a person is subject
to rejection for any of the reasons set forth in paragraph (d)(i)
through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the registrar
that the defect or omssion is of such a mnor nature and that any
necessary additional information may be supplied by the applicant
over the tel ephone or by further correspondence, the registrar my
wite or call the applicant at the tel ephone nunber provided on
the application. |If the registrar is able to contact the
applicant by nmail or tel ephone, he shall attenpt to ascertain the
necessary information and if this information is sufficient for
the registrar to conplete the application, the applicant shall be
registered. |If the necessary information cannot be obtai ned by
mail or telephone or is not sufficient, the registrar shall give
the applicant witten notice of the rejection and provide the
reason for the rejection. The registrar shall further informthe
applicant that he has a right to attenpt to register by appearing
in person or by filing another mail-in application.

(f) If amil-in application is subject to rejection
for the reason stated in paragraph (d)(v) of this subsection and
the "present hone address"” portion of the application is different
fromthe residence address for the applicant found in the
regi stration book, the mail-in application shall be deened a
witten request to transfer registration pursuant to Section
23-15-13. Subject to the tinme [imts and other provisions of
Section 23-15-13, the registrar or the el ection comm ssioners
shal |l note the new residence address on his records and, if

necessary, transfer the applicant to his new precinct, advise the
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applicant of his new precinct, polling place and supervi sor
district, and notify the municipal clerk of any such changes on a
nont hly basi s.

(3) The instructions and the application formfor voter

registration by mail shall be ina* * * formestablished by rule

duly adopted by the Secretary of State.

* * %

(4) (a) The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish
W t hout charge the necessary fornms for application for voter
registration by mail to each county registrar, nunicipal clerk
all public schools, each private school that requests such
applications, and all public libraries.

(b) The Secretary of State shall distribute wthout
charge sufficient forns for application for voter registration by
mail to the Comm ssioner of Public Safety, who shall distribute
such forns to each driver's |license exam ning and renewal station
in the state, and shall ensure that the forns are regularly
available to the public at such stations.

(c) Bulk quantities of forms for application for voter
registration by mail shall be furnished by the Secretary of State
to any person or organization. The Secretary of State shal
charge a person or organi zation the actual cost he incurs in
providing bulk quantities of fornms for application for voter
registration to such person or organization.

(5) The originals of conpleted mail-in applications shal
remain on file in the office of the county registrar in accordance
W th Section 23-15-113. Nothing in this section shall preclude

havi ng applications on mcrofilm mcrofiche or as an electronic

i mge.

(6) If the applicant indicates on the application that he

resides within the city limts of a city or town in the county

regi stration, the county registrar shall forward notice of

regi stration, a duplicate copy of the application for
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regi stration, and any changes to the registrati on when they occur,
either by certified mail to the clerk of the nunicipality
indicated in the present residence address stated in the

application or by personal delivery to the municipal clerk,

provi ded that a nunbered receipt is signed by the clerk in return
for the described docunents. Upon receipt of the copy of the
application for registration or changes to the registration, and
if areview* * * jndicates that the applicant neets all the
criteria necessary to qualify as a nunicipal elector, then the
clerk of the nunicipality shall register the applicant as a
muni ci pal el ector and nake a determ nation of the municipal voting
precinct in which the person making the application shall be
required to vote. The clerk shall send this nmunicipal voting
precinct information by United States first-class mail, postage
prepaid, to the person at the address provided on the application.
Any and all mailing costs incurred by the county registrar or the
to clerk of the municipality in effectuating this subsection shal
be paid by the governing authority of the nmunicipality. |If a
review of the copy of the application for registration or changes
to the registration indicates that the applicant is not qualified
to vote in the nunicipality, the clerk of the nunicipality shal
deny the application and notify applicant.

(7) If the applicant indicates on the application that he

has previously registered to vote in another county of this state

or another state, the registrar or clerk shall send witten notice

of this new registration by regular United States mail to the

registrar or clerk of the county in this state or any other state

that is indicated in the application as the voter's previous place

of registration. The information shall include the conplete nane,

address and age of the voter and shall include the current and

valid Mssissippi driver's license of the voter, if provided, or

the social security nunber of the voter, if provided. The

el ection comm ssion of the voter's previous place of registration
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shal | be responsible for having the voter's name erased fromthe
appropriate registration book and pol | book.
[ From and after January 1, 2006, this section shall read as

follows:]
23-15-47. (1) Any person who is qualified to register to

vote in the State of M ssissippi may register to vote by mail-in
application in the manner prescribed in this section.

(2) The follow ng procedure shall be used in the 818
regi stration of electors by mail:

(a) Any qualified elector may register to vote by
mai ling or delivering a conpleted nmail-in application to his
county registrar at least thirty (30) days prior to any el ection.
The postnark date of a nmiled application shall be the date of
registration. * * *

(b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county
registrar shall stanp the application with the date of receipt,
and shall verify the application by contacting the applicant by
t el ephone, by personal contact wth the applicant, or by any other
net hod approved by the Secretary of State. Wthin twenty-five
(25) days of receipt of a mail-in application, the county
regi strar shall conplete action on the application, including any
attenpts to notify the applicant of the status of his application.

(c) If the county registrar determ nes that the
applicant is qualified and his application is |egible and
conplete, he shall mail the applicant witten notification that
the application has been approved, specifying the county voting

preci nct, nunicipal voting precinct, if any, polling place and

supervisor district in which such person shall vote. This witten
notification of approval containing the specified information
shall be the voter's registration card. The registration cards

shall be provided by the county registrar. Upon entry of the

voter registration information into the Statewi de Centralized

Voter System the system shall assign a voter registration nunber
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to the person, which shall be that person's current and valid

M ssissippi driver's |icense nunber, or if the person does not

possess a current and valid Mssissippi driver's |icense, the |ast

four (4) digits of the person's social security nunber, if the

nunber is provided. |If the person does not have a current and

valid Mssissippi driver's |license nunber and does not provide the

last four (4) digits of his social security nunber, the Statew de

Centralized Voter System shall assign the person a uni que

regi stration nunber. The assigned voter registration nunber shal

be clearly shown on the application and on the witten
notification of approval. In mailing the witten notification,
the county registrar shall note the follow ng on the envel ope:
"DO NOT FORWARD. " |If any registration notification formis
returned as undeliverable, the voter's registration shall be void.

(d) A nmil-in application shall be rejected for any of
the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) An inconplete portion of the application which
makes it inpossible for the registrar to determine the eligibility
of the applicant to register;

(ti) A portion of the application which is
illegible in the opinion of the county registrar and makes it
i npossible to determne the eligibility of the applicant to
register;

(tii1) The county registrar is unable to determ ne,
fromthe address and information stated on the application, the
precinct in which the voter should be assigned or the supervisor
district in which he is entitled to vote;

(tv) The applicant is not qualified to register to
vote pursuant to Section 23-15-11;

(v) The registrar determnes that the applicant is
registered as a qualified elector of the county;

(vi) The county registrar is unable to verify the

application pursuant to subsection (2)(b) of this section.
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(e) If the mail-in application of a person is subject
to rejection for any of the reasons set forth in paragraph (d)(i)
through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the registrar
that the defect or omssion is of such a mnor nature and that any
necessary additional information may be supplied by the applicant
over the tel ephone or by further correspondence, the registrar my
wite or call the applicant at the tel ephone nunber provided on
the application. |If the registrar is able to contact the
applicant by nmail or tel ephone, he shall attenpt to ascertain the
necessary information and if this information is sufficient for
the registrar to conplete the application, the applicant shall be
registered. |If the necessary information cannot be obtai ned by
mail or telephone or is not sufficient, the registrar shall give
the applicant witten notice of the rejection and provide the
reason for the rejection. The registrar shall further informthe
applicant that he has a right to attenpt to register by appearing
in person or by filing another mail-in application.

(f) If amil-in application is subject to rejection
for the reason stated in paragraph (d)(v) of this subsection and
the "present hone address"” portion of the application is different
fromthe residence address for the applicant found in the
regi stration book, the mail-in application shall be deened a
witten request to transfer registration pursuant to Section
23-15-13. Subject to the tinme [imts and other provisions of
Section 23-15-13, the registrar or the el ection comm ssioners
shal |l note the new residence address on his records and, if

necessary, transfer the applicant to his new county precinct or

muni ci pal precinct, if any, advise the applicant of his new county

preci nct or municipal precinct, if any, polling place and

supervi sor district * * *,
(3) The instructions and the application formfor voter

registration by mail shall be ina* * * formestablished by rule

duly adopted by the Secretary of State.
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* * %

(4) (a) The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish
w t hout charge the necessary forns for application for voter
registration by mail to each county registrar, mnunicipal clerk,
all public schools, each private school that requests such
applications, and all public libraries.

(b) The Secretary of State shall distribute wthout
charge sufficient forns for application for voter registration by
mail to the Comm ssioner of Public Safety, who shall distribute
such forns to each driver's |license exam ning and renewal station
in the state, and shall ensure that the forns are regularly
available to the public at such stations.

(c) Bulk quantities of forms for application for voter
registration by mail shall be furnished by the Secretary of State
to any person or organization. The Secretary of State shal
charge a person or organi zation the actual cost he incurs in
providing bulk quantities of fornms for application for voter
regi stration to such person or organization.

(5) The originals of conpleted mail-in applications shal
remain on file in the office of the county registrar in accordance
W th Section 23-15-113. Nothing in this section shall preclude

havi ng applications on mcrofilm mcrofiche or as an electronic

i mage.

(6) If the applicant indicates on the application that he

resides within the city limts of a city or town in the county of

registration, the county registrar shall enter the information

into the Statewi de Centralized Voter System * * * The county

regi strar shall send * * * punicipal voting precinct information
by United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person
at the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the county registrar or the clerk of the
municipality in effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the

governing authority of the municipality. If a review* * * of the
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application for registration or changes to the registration
indicates that the applicant is not qualified to vote in the
municipality, the registrar * * * shall * * * notify the applicant

of the correct county precinct.

(7) If the applicant indicates on the application that he

has previously registered to vote in another county of this state

or another state, * * * notice to the voter's previous county of

registration in this state shall be provided by the Statew de

Centralized Voter System |If the voter's previous place of

regi stration was in another state, notice shall be provided to the

voter's previous state of residence if the Statewi de Centralized

Voter System has that capability.

(8) Any person who attenpts to register to vote by nai

shall be subject to the penalties for false registration provided

for in Section 23-15-17.

SECTION 11. Section 23-15-137, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-137. (1) If the governing authorities of a
municipality determne that revision of the registration books and
pol | books can be perfornmed nore effectively and efficiently
utilizing the authority granted in this section, then such
governing authorities may contract with the comm ssioners of
el ection of the county or counties in which the nunicipality is
| ocated to provide the nmunicipal registrar of such nunicipality
Wi th registrati on books and pol | books containing only the duly
qualified electors of such nmunicipality. The registration books
and pol | books provided pursuant to this section may be used to
conduct any nunicipal election in such nmunicipality. By adopting
the registrati on books and pol | books so provided, the munici pal
conmm ssioners of election shall be deened to have net any
requi renents to revise such books which are inposed upon such

conmmi ssioners by M ssissippi |aw
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(2) In addition to any neeting otherw se authorized by |aw,
the county comm ssioners of election may neet to prepare the
regi stration and pol | books of each nmunicipality pursuant to a
contract authorized pursuant to subsection (1) of this section.
Each municipality shall conpensate the county comm ssioners of
el ection for the actual cost of preparing such registration books
and pol | books for the municipality and shall pay each county
conmi ssioner of election the per diemprovided for in Section
23-15-153(2) for each day or period of not |less than five (5)
hours accunul ated over two (2) or nore days such conm ssioners are
actual ly enployed in preparing such registration books and
pol | books for such nmunicipality, not to exceed five (5) days. The
county comm ssioners of election shall not receive any
conpensation for the preparation of registration books and
pol | books pursuant to subsection (1) other than that provided for
in this subsection.

(3) This section shall stand repealed fromand after January

1, 2006.
SECTI ON 12. Section 23-15-153, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

[Until January 1, 2006, this section shall read as foll ows:]

23-15-153. (1) At the followng tines the comm ssioners of
el ection shall neet at the office of the registrar and carefully
revise the registration books and the pol | books of the several
voting precincts, and shall erase fromthose books the nanes of
all persons erroneously on the books, or who have died, renoved or
becone disqualified as electors fromany cause; and shall register
the nanmes of all persons who have duly applied to be registered
and have been illegally denied registration:

(a) On the Tuesday after the second Monday in January

1987 and every foll ow ng year;
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(b) On the first Tuesday in the nonth inmediately
preceding the first primary election for congressnen in the years
when congressnen are el ected;

(c) On the first Monday in the nonth i medi ately
preceding the first primary election for state, state district,
| egi sl ative, county and county district offices in the years in
whi ch those offices are elected; and

(d) On the second Monday of Septenber preceding the
general election or regular special election day in years in which
a general election is not conducted.

Except for the names of those persons who are duly qualified
to vote in the election, no nane shall be permtted to remain on
the regi stration books and pol | books; however, no nane shall be
erased fromthe registration books or pollbooks based on a change
in the residence of an el ector except in accordance with
procedures provided for by the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 that are in effect at the tine of such erasure. Except as
ot herwi se provided by Section 23-15-573, no person shall vote at
any el ection whose nane is not on the poll book.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section,
and subject to the follow ng annual |imtations, the comm ssioners
of election shall be entitled to receive a per diemin the anmount
of Seventy Dollars ($70.00), to be paid fromthe county general
fund, for every day or period of no less than five (5) hours
accunmul ated over two (2) or nore days actually enployed in the
performance of their duties in the conduct of an election or
actually enployed in the performance of their duties for the
necessary tine spent in the revision of the registration books and
pol | books as required in subsection (1) of this section:

(a) In counties having less than fifteen thousand
(15,000) residents according to the | atest federal decenni al

census, not nore than fifty (50) days per year, with no nore than
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fifteen (15) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
el ection in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(b) In counties having fifteen thousand (15, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than thirty thousand (30,000) residents according to the
| at est federal decennial census, not nore than seventy-five (75)
days per year, with no nore than twenty-five (25) additional days
al l owed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1)
occurring in any cal endar year;

(c) In counties having thirty thousand (30, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the
| at est federal decennial census, not nore than one hundred (100)
days per year, with no nore than thirty-five (35) additional days
al l owed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1)
occurring in any cal endar year;

(d) In counties having seventy thousand (70, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than ninety thousand (90, 000) residents according to the
| at est federal decennial census, not nore than one hundred
twenty-five (125) days per year, with no nore than forty-five (45)
addi tional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess
of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(e) In counties having ninety thousand (90, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents
according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than
one hundred fifty (150) days per year, with no nore than
fifty-five (55) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
el ection in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(f) In counties having one hundred seventy thousand
(170, 000) residents according to the |atest federal decenni al

census but less than two hundred thousand (200, 000) residents
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according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than
one hundred seventy-five (175) days per year, with no nore than
sixty-five (65) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
el ection in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(g) In counties having two hundred thousand (200, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than two hundred twenty-five thousand (225, 000) residents
according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than
one hundred ninety (190) days per year, with no nore than
seventy-five (75) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
el ection in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(h) In counties having two hundred twenty-five thousand
(225, 000) residents according to the |atest federal decenni al
census but less than two hundred fifty thousand (250, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census, not
nore than two hundred fifteen (215) days per year, with no nore
than eighty-five (85) additional days allowed for the conduct of
each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(1) In counties having two hundred fifty thousand
(250, 000) residents according to the | atest federal decenni al
census but |less than two hundred seventy-five thousand (275, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census, not
nore than two hundred thirty (230) days per year, with no nore
than ninety-five (95) additional days allowed for the conduct of
each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(j) I'n counties having two hundred seventy-five
t housand (275,000) residents according to the |atest federal
decenni al census or nore, not nore than two hundred forty (240)
days per year, with no nore than one hundred five (105) additional
days all owed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1)
occurring in any cal endar year.

(3) The comm ssioners of election shall be entitled to

receive a per diemin the amunt of Seventy Dollars ($70.00), to
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be paid fromthe county general fund, not to exceed ten (10) days
for every day or period of no |ess than five (5) hours accumul at ed
over two (2) or nore days actually enployed in the performance of
their duties for the necessary tinme spent in the revision of the
regi strati on books and pol | books prior to any special election.

For purposes of this subsection, the regular special election day
shall not be considered a special election. The annual
limtations set forth in subsection (2) of this section shall not
apply to this subsection.

(4) The comm ssioners of election shall be entitled to
receive only one (1) per diempaynent for those days when the
comm ssioners of election discharge nore than one (1) duty or
responsibility on the sanme day.

(5) The county registrar shall provide copies of the

regi strati on books revised pursuant to this section to the
muni ci pal registrar of each municipality |located within the
county.

(6) Every comm ssioner of election shall sign personally a
certification setting forth the nunber of hours actually worked in
the performance of the commi ssioner's official duties and for
whi ch the conm ssioner seeks conpensation. The certification nust
be on a formas prescribed in this subsection. The comm ssioner's
signature is, as a matter of law, nade under the conm ssioner's
oath of office and under penalties of perjury.

The certification formshall be as foll ows:

COUNTY ELECTI ON COW SSI ONER
PER DI EM CLAI M FORM

NAME: COUNTY:
ADDRESS: DI STRI CT:
caTyY: ZIl P;

PURPOSE APPLI CABLE ACTUAL PER DI EM

DATE BEG NN NG ENDI NG OF M5 CCDE HOURS DAYS
WORKED Tl ME TI ME VORK SECTI ON WORKED EARNED
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902
903
904
905
906

TOTAL NUMBER OF PER DI EM DAYS EARNED

PER DI EM RATE

PER DAY EARNED X 70. 00

TOTAL AMOUNT OF PER DI EM CLAI MED $

[ un
under ny
penal ties

| un

derstand that | am signing this docunent
oath as a comm ssi oner of elections and under
of perjury.

derstand that | amrequesting paynent from

t axpayer funds and that | have an obligation to be

specific
and the c
Si gn

and truthful as to the ampunt of hours worked
onpensation | amrequesting.

ed this the day of ,

Comm ssioner's Signature

When properly conpleted and signed, the certification nust be

filed with the clerk of the county board of supervisors before any

paynment may be made. The certification will be a public record

avail abl e for

i nspection and reproduction inmedi ately upon the

oral or witten request of any person.

Any person may contest the accuracy of the certification in

any respect by
menber of the
supervi sors of
made. |If the
shal | be made

finally dispos

notifying the chairman of the conmm ssion, any
board of supervisors or the clerk of the board of
such contest at any tinme before or after paynent is
contest is made before paynent is nade, no paynent
as to the contested certificate until the contest is

ed of. The person filing the contest shall be

entitled to a full hearing, and the clerk of the board of

supervi sors sh

all issue subpoenas upon request of the contestor

conpel ling the attendance of w tnesses and production of docunents

and things. The contestor shall have the right to appeal de novo

to the circuit
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907
908
909
910
911
912
913
914
915
916
917
918
919
920
921
922
923
924
925
926
927
928
929
930
931
932
933
934
935
936
937
938

perfected within thirty (30) days froma final decision of the
comm ssion, the clerk of the board of supervisors or the board of
supervi sors, as the case may be.

Any contestor who successfully contests any certification
wi |l be awarded all expenses incident to his contest, together
Wi th reasonable attorney's fees, which wll be awarded upon
petition to the chancery court of the involved county upon final
di sposition of the contest before the election conm ssion, board
of supervisors, clerk of the board of supervisors, or, in case of
an appeal, final disposition by the court. The comm ssioner
agai nst whomthe contest is decided shall be liable for the
paynent of the expenses and attorney's fees, and the county shal
be jointly and severally |iable for sane.

(7) Notwi thstanding the provisions of this section to the
contrary, from June 20, 2001, until the conclusion of cal endar
year 2004, the nunber of days for which the comm ssioners of
el ection of a county are entitled to receive conpensati on shal
not be |ess than the nunber of days of conpensation they were
entitled to receive during the 2000 cal endar year, excluding those
days for which election conm ssioners were either entitled to or
did recei ve conpensation for the conduct of any special elections
i n cal endar year 2000.

[ From and after January 1, 2006, this section shall read as

follows:]

23-15-153. (1) At the following tines the comm ssioners of

el ection shall neet at the office of the registrar and carefully
revise the registration books and the pol | books of the several
voting precincts, and shall erase fromthose books the nanes of
all persons erroneously on the books, or who have died, renoved or
becone disqualified as electors fromany cause; and shall register
the nanmes of all persons who have duly applied to be registered

and have been illegally denied registration
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939
940
941
942
943
944
945
946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957
958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965
966
967
968
969
970
971

(a) On the Tuesday after the second Monday in January
1987 and every foll ow ng year;

(b) ©On the first Tuesday in the nonth i nmedi ately
preceding the first primary election for congressnen in the years
when congressnen are el ected;

(c) On the first Monday in the nonth i medi ately
preceding the first primary election for state, state district
| egi sl ative, county and county district offices in the years in
whi ch those offices are elected; and

(d) On the second Monday of Septenber preceding the
general election or regular special election day in years in which
a general election is not conducted.

Except for the names of those persons who are duly qualified
to vote in the election, no nane shall be permtted to remain on
the regi stration books and pol | books; however, no nane shall be
erased fromthe registration books or pollbooks based on a change
in the residence of an el ector except in accordance with
procedures provided for by the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 that are in effect at the tine of such erasure. Except as
ot herwi se provided by Section 23-15-573, no person shall vote at
any el ection whose nane is not on the poll book.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section,
and subject to the follow ng annual |imtations, the comm ssioners
of election shall be entitled to receive a per diemin the anmount
of Seventy Dollars ($70.00), to be paid fromthe county general
fund, for every day or period of no less than five (5) hours
accunmul ated over two (2) or nore days actually enployed in the
performance of their duties in the conduct of an election or
actually enployed in the performance of their duties for the
necessary tine spent in the revision of the registration books and
pol | books as required in subsection (1) of this section:

(a) In counties having less than fifteen thousand

(15,000) residents according to the | atest federal decenni al
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972
973
974
975
976
977
978
979
980
981
982
983
984
985
986
987
988
989
990
991
992
993
994
995
996
997
998
999
1000
1001
1002
1003
1004

census, not nore than fifty (50) days per year, with no nore than
fifteen (15) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
el ection in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(b) In counties having fifteen thousand (15, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than thirty thousand (30,000) residents according to the
| at est federal decennial census, not nore than seventy-five (75)
days per year, with no nore than twenty-five (25) additional days
al l owed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1)
occurring in any cal endar year;

(c) In counties having thirty thousand (30, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the
| at est federal decennial census, not nore than one hundred (100)
days per year, with no nore than thirty-five (35) additional days
al l owed for the conduct of each election in excess of one ()
occurring in any cal endar year;

(d) In counties having seventy thousand (70, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than ninety thousand (90, 000) residents according to the
| at est federal decennial census, not nore than one hundred
twenty-five (125) days per year, with no nore than forty-five (45)
addi tional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess
of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(e) In counties having ninety thousand (90, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents
according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than
one hundred fifty (150) days per year, with no nore than
fifty-five (55) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
el ection in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(f) In counties having one hundred seventy thousand

(170, 000) residents according to the |atest federal decenni al
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1005
1006
1007
1008
1009
1010
1011
1012
1013
1014
1015
1016
1017
1018
1019
1020
1021
1022
1023
1024
1025
1026
1027
1028
1029
1030
1031
1032
1033
1034
1035
1036

census but less than two hundred thousand (200, 000) residents
according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than
one hundred seventy-five (175) days per year, with no nore than
sixty-five (65) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
el ection in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(g) In counties having two hundred thousand (200, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than two hundred twenty-five thousand (225, 000) residents
according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than
one hundred ninety (190) days per year, with no nore than
seventy-five (75) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
el ection in excess of one (l) occurring in any cal endar year;

(h) In counties having two hundred twenty-five thousand
(225, 000) residents according to the |atest federal decenni al
census but less than two hundred fifty thousand (250, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census, not
nore than two hundred fifteen (215) days per year, with no nore
than eighty-five (85) additional days allowed for the conduct of
each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(1) In counties having two hundred fifty thousand
(250, 000) residents according to the | atest federal decenni al
census but |less than two hundred seventy-five thousand (275, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census, not
nore than two hundred thirty (230) days per year, with no nore
than ninety-five (95) additional days allowed for the conduct of
each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any cal endar year;

(j) In counties having two hundred seventy-five
t housand (275,000) residents according to the |atest federal
decenni al census or nore, not nore than two hundred forty (240)
days per year, with no nore than one hundred five (105) additional
days all owed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (I)

occurring in any cal endar year.
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1037
1038
1039
1040
1041
1042
1043
1044
1045
1046
1047
1048
1049
1050
1051
1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064
1065
1066
1067
1068
1069

(3) The comm ssioners of election shall be entitled to
receive a per diemin the amunt of Seventy Dollars ($70.00), to
be paid fromthe county general fund, not to exceed ten (10) days
for every day or period of no |ess than five (5) hours accumul at ed
over two (2) or nore days actually enployed in the performance of
their duties for the necessary tinme spent in the revision of the
regi strati on books and pol | books prior to any special election.
For purposes of this subsection, the regular special election day
shall not be considered a special election. The annual
limtations set forth in subsection apply to this subsection (2)
of this section shall not apply to this subsection.

(4) The comm ssioners of election shall be entitled to
receive only one (1) per diem paynent for those days when the
comm ssioners of election discharge nore than one (1) duty or
responsibility on the sanme day.

(5) The county registrar shall prepare the poll books and the

county comm ssioners of election shall prepare the registration

books * * * of each nmunicipality |ocated within the county

pursuant to an agreenent between the county and each nunicipality

in the county. The county conm ssioners of election and the

county registrar shall be paid by each nunicipality for the actua

cost of preparing registration books and pol | books for the

muni cipality and shall pay each county conm ssioner of election a

per diemin the anmount provided for in subsection (2) of this

section for each day or period of not |less than five (5) hours

accunul ated over two (2) or nore days the comm ssioners are

actually enployed in preparing the registration books for the

muni cipality, not to exceed five (5) days. The county

comm ssioners of election and county registrar shall provide

copies of the registration books and pol | books to the nunici pal

clerk of each nunicipality in the county. The nunicipality shal

pay the country registrar for preparing and printing the

pol I books. A nmunicipality may secure "read only" access to the
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1070
1071
1072
1073
1074
1075
1076
1077
1078
1079
1080
1081
1082
1083
1084
1085
1086
1087
1088
1089
1090
1091
1092
1093
1094
1095
1096
1097
1098
1099
1100
1101

Statewi de Centralized Voter Systemand print its own pol | books

using this information; however, county conm ssioners of election

shall remain responsible for preparing registration books for

nmuni ci palities and shall be paid for this duty in accordance with

t his subsection.

(6) Every conm ssioner of election shall sign personally a
certification setting forth the nunber of hours actually worked in
the performance of the commi ssioner's official duties and for
whi ch the conm ssioner seeks conpensation. The certification nust
be on a formas prescribed in this subsection. The comm ssioner's
signature is, as a matter of |aw, nade under the conm ssioner's
oath of office and under penalties of perjury.

The certification formshall be as foll ows:

COUNTY ELECTI ON COW SSI ONER
PER DI EM CLAI M FORM

NANME: COUNTY:
ADDRESS: DI STRI CT:
caTyY: ZIl P;

PURPOSE APPLI CABLE ACTUAL PER DI EM
DATE BEG NN NG ENDI NG OF M5 CODE HOURS DAYS
WORKED Tl ME TI ME VWORK SECTI ON WORKED EARNED

TOTAL NUMBER OF PER DI EM DAYS EARNED
PER DI EM RATE PER DAY EARNED X 70.00
TOTAL AMOUNT OF PER DI EM CLAI MED $

| understand that | am signing this docunent
under ny oath as a comm ssioner of elections and under
penal ti es of perjury.

| understand that | amrequesting paynent from

t axpayer funds and that | have an obligation to be
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1102
1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
1111
1112
1113
1114
1115
1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
1127
1128
1129
1130
1131
1132
1133
1134

specific and truthful as to the anmount of hours worked
and the conpensation | amrequesting.

Signed this the day of ,

Comm ssioner's Signature

When properly conpleted and signed, the certification nust be
filed with the clerk of the county board of supervisors before any
paynment may be made. The certification will be a public record
avail abl e for inspection and reproduction inediately upon the
oral or witten request of any person.

Any person may contest the accuracy of the certification in
any respect by notifying the chairman of the conm ssion, any
nmenber of the board of supervisors or the clerk of the board of
supervi sors of such contest at any tinme before or after paynent is
made. |f the contest is made before paynent is made, no paynent
shall be made as to the contested certificate until the contest is
finally disposed of. The person filing the contest shall be
entitled to a full hearing, and the clerk of the board of
supervi sors shall issue subpoenas upon request of the contestor
conpel ling the attendance of w tnesses and production of docunents
and things. The contestor shall have the right to appeal de novo
to the circuit court of the involved county, which appeal nust be
perfected within thirty (30) days froma final decision of the
comm ssion, the clerk of the board of supervisors or the board of
supervi sors, as the case may be.

Any contestor who successfully contests any certification
wi |l be awarded all expenses incident to his contest, together
Wi th reasonable attorney's fees, which will be awarded upon
petition to the chancery court of the involved county upon final
di sposition of the contest before the election conm ssion, board
of supervisors, clerk of the board of supervisors, or, in case of
an appeal, final disposition by the court. The comm ssioner

agai nst whomthe contest is decided shall be liable for the
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1135 paynent of the expenses and attorney's fees, and the county shall
1136 be jointly and severally liable for sane.

1137 *oAx

1138 SECTION 13. Section 23-15-211, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
1139 anmended as foll ows:

1140 23-15-211. (1) There shall be a State Board of Election
1141 Comm ssioners to consist of the Governor, the Secretary of State
1142 and the Attorney Ceneral, any two (2) of whom nay performthe

1143 duties required of the board; a board of election conm ssioners in
1144 each county to consist of five (5) persons who are electors in the
1145 county in which they are to act; and a registrar in each county
1146 who shall be the clerk of the circuit court, unless he shall be
1147 shown to be an inproper person to register the nanes of the

1148 electors therein.

1149 (2) The board of supervisors of each county shall pay

1150 nenbers of the county election comm ssion for attending training

1151 events a per diemin the anpount provided in Section 23-15-153;
1152 however, the per diemshall not be paid to an el ection

1153 comm ssioner for nore than six (6) days of training per year and
1154 shall only be paid to election comm ssioners who actually attend
1155 and conplete a training event and obtain a training certificate.
1156 (3) Included in this six (6) days shall be an el ections
1157 sem nar, conducted and sponsored by the Secretary of State.

1158 El ection comm ssioners and chairpersons of each political party
1159 executive committee, or their designee, shall be required to
1160 attend.

1161 (4) Each participant shall receive a certificate fromthe
1162 Secretary of State indicating that the naned partici pant has
1163 received the elections training sem nar instruction and that each
1164 participant is fully qualified to conduct an el ection.

1165 (5) The Secretary of State shall develop a single,

1166 conprehensive poll worker training programto assist |ocal

1167 election officials in providing uniform secure el ections
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1168
1169
1170
1171
1172
1173
1174
1175
1176
1177
1178
1179
1180
1181
1182
1183
1184
1185
1186
1187
1188
1189
1190
1191
1192
1193
1194
1195
1196
1197
1198
1199
1200

t hroughout the state. The programshall include, at a m ni num

training on all state and federal election | aws and procedures.

SECTI ON 14. Section 23-15-255, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

23- 15- 255. (1) The supervisor of each respective
supervisors district shall provide at each el ection place a
sufficient nunber of voting conpartnments, shelves and tables for
the use of electors, which shall be so arranged that it wll be
i mpossible for a voter in one conpartment to see another voter who
is preparing his ballot. The nunber of voting conpartnents and
shel ves or tables shall not be less than one (1) to every two
hundred (200) electors in the voting precinct. Each conpartnent
shal |l be supplied and have posted up in it a card of instructions,
and be furnished with other conveni ences for marking the ballots.

(2) The managers of each precinct shall publicly post the

followng information at the precinct polling place on the day of

any el ection:

(a) A sanple version of the ballot that will be used at

the el ection;

(b) Information the date of the election and the hours

during which the polling places will be open;

(c) Instructions on howto vote, including howto cast

a vote and how to cast an affidavit ballot;

(d) Instruction persons who have registered to vote by

mail and first time voters, if appropriate;

(e) General information on voting rights, including

information on the right of an individual to cast an affidavit

bal |l ot and instructions on how to contact the appropriate

officials if these rights are alleged to have been viol ated; and

(f) The consequences under federal and state |aws

regardi ng fraud and m srepresentation.

SECTI ON 15. Section 23-15-573, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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1201
1202
1203
1204
1205
1206
1207
1208
1209
1210
1211
1212
1213
1214
1215
1216
1217
1218
1219
1220
1221
1222
1223
1224
1225
1226
1227
1228
1229
1230
1231
1232

23-15-573. (1) |If any person declares that he is a

regi stered voter in the jurisdiction in which he offers to vote

and that he is eligible to vote in the election, but his nanme does

not appear upon the poll books, or that he is not able to cast a

regul ar el ection day ball ot under a provision of state or federal

|l aw but is otherwise qualified to vote, or that he has been

illegally denied registration:

(a) A poll manager shall notify the person that he may

cast an affidavit ballot at the el ection.

(b) The person shall be permtted to cast an affidavit

ball ot at the polling place upon execution of a witten affidavit

before one (1) of the nanagers of election stating that the

i ndi vi dual :

(i) Believes he is a registered voter in the

jurisdiction in which he desires to vote and is eligible to vote

in the election; or

(ii) 1s not able to cast a regular el ection day

bal | ot under a provision of state or federal |aw but is otherw se

qualified to vote; or

(iii1) Believes that he has been illegally denied

registration.

(c) The manager shall allow the individual to prepare

his vote which shall be delivered by himto the proper election

official who shall enclose it in an envelope with the witten

affidavit of the voter, seal the envel ope and mark plainly upon it

the nane of the person offering to vote.

(2) The affidavit shall include:

(a) The conplete nane, all required addresses and

t el ephone nunbers;

(b) A statenent that the affiant believes he is

regi stered to vote in the jurisdiction in which he offers to vote,;

(c) The signature of the affiant; and
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1233
1234
1235
1236
1237
1238
1239
1240
1241
1242
1243
1244
1245
1246
1247
1248
1249
1250
1251
1252
1253
1254
1255
1256
1257
1258
1259
1260
1261
1262
1263
1264
1265

(d) The signature of a poll manager at the precinct at

which the affiant offers to vote.

(3) (a) A separate register shall be nmaintained for

affidavit ballots and the affiant shall sign the register upon

conpleting the affidavit ballot.

(b) In canvassing the returns of the election, the

executive conmttee in primary el ections, or the el ection

conmm ssioners in other elections, shall exam ne the records and

allow the ballot to be counted, or not counted as it appears

| egal .

(4) \When a person is offered the opportunity to vote by

affidavit ballot, he shall be provided with witten information

that inforns the person how to ascertain whether his affidavit

ball ot was counted and, if the vote was not counted, the reasons

the vote was not counted.

(5) The Secretary of State shall, by rule duly adopted,

establish a uniformaffidavit and affidavit ball ot envel ope which

shall be used in all elections in this state. The Secretary of

State shall print and distribute a sufficient nunber of affidavits

and affidavit ballot envel opes to the registrar of each county for

use in elections. The registrar shall distribute the affidavits

and affidavit ball ot envel opes to nunicipal and county executive

commttees for use in primary el ections and to nunici pal and

county el ection comm ssioners for use in other elections.

(6) County registrars and nuni cipal registrars shal

i npl enent a secure free access systemthat conplies with the Help

Anerica Vote Act of 2002, by which persons who vote by affidavit

ball ot may determine if their ballots were counted, and if not,

the reasons the ball ot was not count ed.

(7) Any person who votes in any election as a result of a

federal or state court order or other order extending the tine

established by law for closing the polls, may only vote by

affidavit ballot. Any affidavit ballot cast under this subsection
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1267
1268
1269
1270
1271
1272
1273
1274
1275
1276
1277
1278
1279
1280
1281
1282
1283
1284
1285
1286
1287
1288
1289
1290
1291
1292
1293
1294
1295
1296
1297
1298

shal|l be separated and kept apart fromother affidavit ballots

cast by voters not affected by the order.

* * %

SECTI ON 16. Section 23-15-687, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-687. (1) The registrar shall keep all applications
for absentee ballots and shall, within twenty-four (24) hours, if
possi bl e, send to the absent voter on whose behal f the application
is made, the proper affidavit and the proper ballot or ballots

applicable to the elections. * * *

(2) One (1) application for an absentee ballot shall serve

as a request by the applicant for an absentee ballot for:

(a) The next two (2) federal general elections,

including all primary el ections associated with the el ecti ons;

(b) Al state and county primary and general el ections

that occur after the receipt of the application by the registrar

through the date of the second federal general election that

occurs after the receipt of the application by the registrar.

(3) The registrar shall preserve all applications for

absentee ballots for one (1) year as a record to be furnished to

any court or other duly constituted authority for inspection or

evidence if properly requested.

(4) If the registrar rejects an application for an absentee

ball ot or denies a request to register to vote froma uniforned

servi ces applicant or an overseas voter, the registrar shal

provide the person with the reasons for the rejection.

SECTI ON 17. Section 23-15-14, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
provides that certain nunicipal residents who are registered to
vote only in county elections shall be registered to vote in
muni ci pal el ections, is repeal ed.

SECTI ON 18. The Attorney CGeneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor

or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
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1299
1300
1301
1302
1303
1304
1305

Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 19. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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