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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1301

AN ACT TO REQUI RE PERSONS CONVI CTED OF SEX CRI MES TO DI SCLOSE
SUCH | NFORVATI ON TO A VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON BEFORE EMPLOYMENT
PARTI Cl PATI ON; TO AMEND SECTI ON 45-33-49, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO REQUI RE DI SCLOSURE OF SEX CRI ME OFFENDER | NFORVATI ON TO
VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON, REGARDI NG OFFENDERS SEEKI NG EMPLOYMENT OR
PARTI Cl PATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Any person who applies for enploynent or who

vol unteers services for any vol unteer organi zation shall disclose
any conviction for a sex crinme to the organi zation. The

organi zati on shall supply such information to the nenbership of
the organi zation. Any person who does not disclose such
information to a volunteer organization shall be term nated from
enpl oynment or term nated from vol unteer participation.

SECTI ON 2. Section 45-33-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

45-33-49. (1) Records maintained pursuant to this chapter
shall be open to | aw enforcenent agencies which shall be
authorized to rel ease rel evant and necessary information regarding
sex offenders to the public.

(2) The identity of a victimof an offense that requires
regi stration under this chapter shall not be rel eased.

(3) A sheriff shall maintain records for registrants of the
county and shall make avail able to any person upon request the
nane, address, place of enploynent, crime for which convicted,
date and pl ace of conviction of any registrant, and any ot her
i nformati on deemed necessary for the protection of the public.
The sheriffs shall be responsible for verifying their respective

regi stries annually against the departnent's records to ensure
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current information is available at both |levels. The sheriffs

shall provide registry information to all volunteer organizations

in their respective counties. Such vol unteer organizations shal

di sclose information to their nenbership regardi ng any registrant

who seeks enpl oynment or participation in a volunteer organization.

Any person enpl oyed by a vol unteer organi zati on who does not

di scl ose such information shall be dism ssed from such enpl oynent

or participation.

(4) Upon witten request, the departnent may al so provide to
any person the nane, address, photograph, if avail able, date of
phot ogr aph, place of enploynent, crinme for which convicted, date
and place of conviction of any registrant, hair, eye col or,
hei ght, race, sex and date of birth of any registrant, and any
ot her information deened necessary for the protection of the
public. Additionally, the departnment may utilize an Internet
website or other electronic neans to release the information.

(5) The Departnent of Education, the M ssissippi Private
School Association and the Departnment of Health shall notify al
schools and |icensed day care centers annually regarding the
availability upon request of this information.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent
| aw enforcenment officers fromnotifying nenbers of the public
exposed to danger of any circunstances or individuals that pose a
danger under circunstances that are not enunerated in this
section.

(7) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent
| aw enforcenment officers from providing conmunity notification of
any circunstances or individuals that pose or could pose a danger
under circunstances that are not enunerated in this chapter.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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