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Represent ati ves Dedeaux, Wells-Snith To:  Labor

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1292

AN ACT TO REQUI RE EMPLOYERS TO PROVI DE REASONABLE UNPAI D
BREAK TI ME EACH DAY TO EMPLOYEES WHO NEEDS TO EXPRESS BREAST M LK
FOR THE EMPLOYEE' S | NFANT CHI LD; TO PROVI DE THAT THE BREAK TI ME
SHALL RUN CONCURRENTLY W TH ANY BREAK Tl ME ALREADY PROVI DED TO THE
EMPLOYEES | F POSSI BLE;, TO PROVI DE THAT EMPLOYERS SHALL NOT BE
REQUI RED TO PROVI DE BREAK TI ME UNDER THI S ACT IF I T WOULD UNDULY
DI SRUPT THE OPERATI ONS OF THE EMPLOYER; TO PROVI DE THAT EMPLOYERS
SHALL MAKE REASONABLE EFFORTS TO PROVI DE A ROOM OR OTHER LOCATI ON
IN CLOSE PROXIM TY TO THE WORK AREA VWHERE EMPLOYEES CAN EXPRESS
BREAST M LK I N PRI VACY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) An enployer shall provide reasonabl e unpaid

break tinme each day to an enpl oyee who needs to express breast
mlk for that enployee's infant child. The break time shall, if
possi ble, run concurrently with any break time already provided to
t he enpl oyee. An enployer shall not be required to provide break
time under this section if to do so would unduly disrupt the
operations of the enployer.

(2) The enployer shall make reasonable efforts to provide a
room or other location in close proximty to the work area, other
than a toilet stall, where the enployee can express breast mlk in
privacy. The enployer shall be held harmless if reasonable effort
has been nade to conply with this subsection.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "enployer"” nmeans a
person or entity that enploys one or nore enpl oyees and incl udes
the state and its political subdivisions.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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