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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1288

AN ACT TO DI RECT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO | NSERT
LANGUAGE THAT EXPLAINS THAT EVOLUTION | S A THEORY | NTO CERTAI N
PUBLI C SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Beginning with the 2005-2006 school year, the

State Board of Education shall require that any textbook that

i ncludes the teaching of evolution in its contents shall have the
foll owi ng | anguage inserted on the inside front cover of those

t ext books:

"The word 'theory' has nany neanings: systematically
organi zed know edge, abstract reasoning, a speculative idea or
pl an, or a systematic statenent of principles. Scientific
t heories are based on both observations of the natural world and
assunptions about the natural world. They are always subject to
change in view of new and confirned observati ons.

Thi s textbook di scusses evolution, a controversial theory
sonme scientists present as a scientific explanation for the origin
of living things. No one was present when |life first appeared on
earth. Therefore, any statenent about life's origins should be
considered a theory.

Evol ution refers to the unproven belief that random
undi rected forces produced living things. There are nany
unanswer ed questions about the origin of life that are not
mentioned in your textbook, including: the najor groups of
ani mal s suddenly appear in the fossil record (known as the
Canbri an Expl osion), no new nmajor groups of other living things

appeared in the fossil record, major groups of plants and ani mals
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have no transitional forns in the fossil record, and all |iving

t hi ngs possess a conplete and conplex set of instructions for

building a living body. Study hard and keep an open mnd."

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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