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Represent ati ves Staples, Taylor To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1275

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-321, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE SCHOOL SECURI TY PERSONNEL TO RECEI VE A CERTAI N NUMBER
OF HOURS OF CONTI NU NG EDUCATI ON EACH YEAR;, TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-3-93, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE A SCHOOL CRI SIS
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM RESPONSE TEAM TO OPERATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE
VEHI CLES AND EQUI PMENT TO PROVI DE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE | N CERTAI'N
AREAS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-7-321, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-7-321. (1) The school board of any school district
within the State of Mssissippi, in its discretion, may enpl oy one
or nore persons as security personnel and may designate such
persons as peace officers in or on any property operated for
school purposes by such board upon their taking such oath and
maki ng such bond as required of a constable of the county in which

the school district is situated. The security personnel or

of ficer shall receive a mnimumof forty (40) hours of continuing

education each year that is sponsored or approved by the State

Depart ment of Educati on.

(2) Any person enployed by a school board as a security
guard or school resource officer or in any other position that has
the powers of a peace officer nust receive a mninmmlevel of
basic | aw enforcenent training, as jointly determ ned and
prescri bed by the Board on Law Enforcenent O ficer Standards and
Training and the State Board of Education, within two (2) years of
the person's initial enploynment in such position. Upon the
failure of any person enployed in such position to receive the

required training within the designated tine, the person nay not
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exercise the powers of a peace officer in or on the property of
the school district.

(3) The school board is authorized and enpowered, in its
di scretion, and subject to the approval of the Federal
Commruni cations Comm ssion, to install and operate a noncommerci al
radi o broadcasting and transm ssion station for educational and
vocati onal educational purposes.

SECTION 2. Section 37-3-93, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-3-93. (1) Subject to the availability of funding
specifically appropriated for such purpose, there is established a
School Crisis Managenent Program under the State Departnent of
Education. This programis to be initiated and executed by the
departnent using only existing staff and resources. Under this
program the State Departnent of Education shall create an office
maki ng avail abl e a qui ck response team of personnel trained in
school safety and crisis nmanagenent to respond to traumatic or
violent situations that inpact students and faculty in the public
schools in Mssissippi. The School Crisis Managenment Program
shal | operate in accordance with the foll ow ng:

(a) The basic response team shall consist of those
personnel designated by the State Superintendent of Public
Education, or their designees, depending on the size of the school
and the nature of the event.

(b) In order to access the services of a response team
the request nust be made by the | ocal school principal or the
superintendent of schools, who shall nmake the request to the State
Department of Education or its contact designee.

(c) A response teamshall enter a school to work with
students and faculty for a period of no nore than three (3) days,
unl ess otherw se requested by the school district.

(d) The State Departnent of Education, or its designee,

shal |l operate a toll-free incom ng wide area tel ephone service for
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t he purpose of receiving reports of suspected cases of school
vi ol ence and other traunmatic situations inpacting on students and
faculty in the public schools.

(e) The request made by a school district to access the
services of a response teamfollow ng a school safety incident may
seek a review of the |local school district's safety plan, and the
results of this evaluation may be published by the | ocal school
board in a newspaper with wide circulation in the district.

(f) Subject to the availability of funds specifically
appropriated therefor by the Legislature, the expenses of the
qui ck response teans and their adm nistrative support shall be
provided fromstate funds. The State Departnent of Education may
apply for and expend funds for the support and mai ntenance of this
program from private and other funding sources.

(g) The response team nay operate energency response

vehi cl es and equi pnment to provide technical assistance in the

areas of energency operations, physical security, |aw enforcenent,

behavi oral science services and educati on adm ni strati on.

(2) Local school districts, school superintendents and
principals may request and utilize the services of quick response
teans provided for under this section; however, this section does
not require school officials to request the services of quick
response teans.

(3) This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2007.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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