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Representative Frierson To: Education;
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1269

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPI COW SSI ON ON THE HOLOCAUST;
TO PROVI DE FOR THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE COWM SSI ON, TO PROVI DE FOR
THE POAERS AND DUTI ES OF THE COW SSI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. The Legislature of the State of M ssissippi finds

and decl ares that:

(a) During the period from 1933 to 1945, six mllion
(6, 000,000) Jews and mllions of other Europeans were nurdered in
Nazi concentration canps as part of a carefully orchestrated
program of cultural, social and political genocide known as the
Hol ocaust ;

(b) Al people should renenber the horrible atrocities
commtted at that time and other tinmes in human history as the
result of bigotry and tyranny, and therefore should continually
rededi cate thensel ves to the principles of human rights and equal
protection under the |laws of a denobcratic society;

(c) It is desirable to educate our citizens about the
events leading up to the Hol ocaust and about the organizations and
facilities that were created and used purposefully for the
systemati c destruction of human bei ngs;

(d) Hol ocaust history is the proper concern of al
peopl e, particularly students enrolled in the schools, colleges
and universities of the State of M ssissippi;

(e) Prograns, workshops, institutes, sem nars,
exhi bits, and other teacher-training activities for the study of

t he Hol ocaust have taken place during recent years at various
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m ddl e school s, high schools, colleges and universities in this
state; and

(f) It is desirable to create a permanent state
conmm ssion, which as an organi zed body and on a conti nuous basis,
w Il survey, design, encourage and pronote inplenentation of
Hol ocaust educati on and awareness prograns in M ssissippi, and
w Il be responsible for organizing and pronoting the
menori al i zati on of the Hol ocaust on a regul ar basis throughout the
state.

SECTION 2. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Conm ssion

on the Hol ocaust in the executive branch of state governnent. The
comm ssion shall be assigned to the Ofice of the Secretary of
State for adm nistrative purposes only.
(2) The comm ssion shall be conposed of the follow ng
menbers:
(a) Ex officio nmenbers as follows:

(1) The State Superintendent of Public Education
or his or her designee;

(ii1) Comm ssioner of Institutions of Hi gher
Learning or his or her designee;

(b) Public nmenbers as foll ows:

(i) Seven (7) public nenbers, at |east one (1)
fromeach of the congressional districts, to be appointed by the
Gover nor;

(i1) Five (5) public nenbers, at |east one (1)
fromeach of the congressional districts, to be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(iii1) Five (5 public nmenbers, at |east one (1)
fromeach of the congressional districts, to be appointed by the
Li eut enant CGovernor.

(c) The public nenbers of the comm ssion shall be

residents of this state and shall be appointed with due regard for
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broad geographic representation. The public nmenbers should
i nclude, but are not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Individuals who have served prom nently as
spokespersons for or as | eaders of organizations or corporations
that serve nenbers of religious, ethnic, national heritage, or
soci al groups that were subjected to genocide, torture, w ongful
deprivation of liberty or property, officially inposed or
sanctioned viol ence, and other forns of human rights viol ations
and persecution at the hands of the Nazis and their collaborators
during the Nazi era,;

(11) Individuals who are experienced in the field
of Hol ocaust educati on;

(ti1) Individuals who represent |iberators of
victinms of the Hol ocaust; or

(iv) Lay persons who have an interest in Hol ocaust
educati on.

(d) Public nenbers of the conm ssion shall be appointed
for the terns of five (5) years and until their respective
successors are appointed and qualified. Public nmenbers may be
eligible for reappointnment. The office of any nenber of the
commi ssion who fails to attend nore than two (2) consecutive
neetings of the conm ssion wthout an excuse approved by a
resol ution of the conm ssion shall beconme vacant. All vacancies
shall be filled by appointnent in the sane nanner as the original
appoi ntnent, and the person appointed to fill a vacancy shal
serve for the remainder of the unexpired term

(e) The comm ssion shall have a chairperson who shal
be appoi nted by the Governor for a termof five (5) years and
until his or her successor is appointed and qualified.

(f) Seven (7) nmenbers of the comm ssion shal
constitute a quorumfor the transaction of the business of the

comm ssion. Public nmenbers shall have the right to vote on any
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matter before the conm ssion, but ex officio nenbers and their
desi gnees shall not have the right to vote.

(g) The Speaker of the House of Representatives shal
appoi nt a nenber of the House of Representatives and the
Li eut enant Governor shall appoint a nenber of the Senate to serve
as advisors to the conm ssion.

(3) The M ssissippi Comm ssion on the Hol ocaust shall adopt
rules and regul ations and set standards and policies for the
organi zati on, operation, nanagenent, budgeting and prograns of the
conmi ssi on.

(a) The comm ssion shall provide, based upon the
col l ective know edge and experience of its nenbers, assistance and
advice to public and private schools, colleges and universities
Wi th respect to the inplenentation of Hol ocaust education and
awar eness prograns.

(b) The comm ssion shall neet with appropriate
education officials and other interested public and private
organi zati ons, including service organi zations, for the purpose of
provi di ng i nformation, planning, coordination, or nodification of
courses of study or prograns dealing with the subject of the
Hol ocaust .

(c) The comm ssion shall survey and catal ogue the
extent of the Hol ocaust and genoci de education presently being
incorporated into the curricula and taught in the educati onal
systemof this state.

(d) The comm ssion shall inventory those Hol ocaust
menorials, exhibits and resources that could not be incorporated
into courses of study or prograns at various |ocations and ot her
educati onal agencies for the devel opnent and i npl enentation of
Hol ocaust and genoci de education prograns. |In furtherance of this
responsibility, the conm ssion nmay contact and cooperate with
exi sting Hol ocaust and genoci de public and private nonprofit

resource organi zations and may act as a |iaison concerning
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Hol ocaust and genoci de educati on or nenbers of the United States
Senat e and House of Representatives, the M ssissippi Senate and
House of Representatives, the United States Hol ocaust Menori al
Museum and ot her national and international Hol ocaust agenci es.

(e) The comm ssion shall conpile a roster of individual
vol unteers who are willing to share their verifiable know edge and
experience in classroons, sem nars and workshops on the subject of
t he Hol ocaust. The volunteers may be survivors of the Hol ocaust,
| i berators of concentration canps, scholars, nenbers of the
clergy, community rel ations professionals, and other persons who,
by virtue of their experience, education, or interest, have
experience with the Hol ocaust.

(f) The comm ssion shall coordinate events
menorial i zing the Hol ocaust and seeks volunteers who are willing
and able to participate in comenorative events that will enhance
public awareness of the significance of the Hol ocaust.

(g) The comm ssion shall prepare reports for the
Governor and the Legislature regarding its findings and
recommendations to facilitate the inclusion of Hol ocaust studies
and special prograns nenorializing the Hol ocaust in educati onal
systens of this state.

(8) The comm ssion shall appoint advisory commttees to
advi se the comm ssion on the fulfillnment of its duties.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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