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Representative Janus To: County Affairs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1263

AN ACT TO CREATE SECTI ON 19-25-4, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON FOR SHERI FFS; TO AMEND SECTI ON
19-25-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETG, AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
19-25-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

19-25-4. (1) The sheriff of any county in the State of
M ssissippi is required to annually conplete ten (10) hours of
executive | evel continuing education courses which are approved by
the M ssissippi Board on Law Enforcenent O ficers Standards and
Trai ning. Such education courses nay be provided by an accredited
| aw enf or cenent acadeny or by the M ssissippi Sheriffs
Associ ati on.

(2) Any sheriff who fails to conply with the provisions of
this section shall be subject to having his certification as a | aw
enforcenment officer revoked by the M ssissippi Board on Law
Enf orcenent O ficers Standards and Training, in accordance with
Section 45-6-11.

(3) The M ssissippi Board on Law Enforcenent O ficers
Standards and Training is authorized to institute and pronul gate
all rules necessary for considering the revocation of any sheriff
who does not conply with the provisions of this section, and may
grant, for sufficient cause shown, an extension of tinme in which
conpliance with the provisions of this section nay be made.

(4) Any sheriff who is aggrieved by any order or ruling nade
under the provisions of this section has the sane rights and

procedure of appeal as fromany other order or ruling of the
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M ssi ssi ppi Board on Law Enforcenent O ficers Standards and
Tr ai ni ng.

SECTION 2. Section 19-25-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-25-3. A person shall not be eligible to the office of
sheriff who shall, at the time of the election, be a defaulter to
the state, or any county or nunicipality thereof, or to the United
States. Any person who is not a qualified elector, or who denies
the existence of a Suprene Being, shall not be eligible to said
office. A sheriff shall be eligible to imediately succeed
hinself in office.

Prior to taking the oath of office and entering into the
performance of the duties and obligations of sheriff, or as soon
after his election as possible, each sheriff-elect, excluding
t hose who have previously served as sheriff, or have had at | east
five (5) years' experience as a full-tine enforcenent officer, or
have previously successfully conpleted a course of training at the
M ssi ssi ppi Law Enforcenent O ficers' Acadeny or the Jackson
Pol i ce Acadeny, shall, at the expense of the county, attend and
conplete an appropriate curriculumin the field of |aw enforcenent
at the M ssissippi Law Enforcenent O ficers' Acadeny. Any sheriff
exenpted from attendance because of previous service as sheriff or
having five (5) years' full-tinme | aw enforcenent experience nust
have served as sheriff or obtained such experience within a period
of ten (10) years prior to the date of his taking the oath of
office. Any sheriff exenpted from attendance because of
successful conpletion of a course of training at either of the
af orenenti oned academ es nust have conpl eted such course within
five (5) years prior to the date of his taking the oath of office.
No sheriff, excluding those specified as being exenpt fromthe
initial course in this section, shall until he has attended said
Acadeny be entitled to paynent of salary after the first one (1)

year in office if he fails to attend said acadeny as herein
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provided within one (1) year after his taking office. Al
sheriffs shall, on a periodic basis, attend additional advanced
courses in law enforcenent in order that they wll be properly
infornmed and trained in the nodern, technical advances of | aw
enf or cenent .

Prior to July 1, 1973, or as soon thereafter as permtted by
vacancies at the M ssissippi Law Enforcenent O ficers' Acadeny,
either the sheriff or one (1) deputy sheriff in each county having
two (2) or nore full-time deputies shall, at the expense of the
county, attend and conplete an appropriate curriculumin the field
of narcotics and dangerous drugs at the M ssissippi Law
Enforcenent O ficers' Acadeny. 1In the event that a new sheriff is
el ected who has not previously received such training or at |east
one (1) of his deputies has not previously received such training,
or if for any other reason neither the sheriff nor any of the
deputy sheriffs in a county shall have received such training,
then the sheriff shall pronptly notify the director of the
M ssi ssi ppi Law Enforcenent O ficers' Acadeny and either the
sheriff or a deputy sheriff, as soon thereafter as permtted by
vacanci es at the acadeny, shall, at the expense of the county,
attend and conplete an appropriate curriculumin the field of
narcoti cs and dangerous drugs.

Fromand after July 1, 2004, sheriffs shall be required to

conpl ete continuing education requirenents as provided in Section

19- 25-4.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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