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Representatives Frierson, Janus To: Marine Resources

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1261

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-27-7, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT CERTAI'N ENTI TI ES MJUST COVPLY W TH COASTAL WETLANDS
CONSTRUCTI ON GUI DELI NES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-27-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-27-7. This chapter shall not apply to the follow ng
activities, areas and entities:

(a) The acconplishnment of energency decrees of any duly
appointed health officer of a county or municipality or of the
state, acting to protect the public health;

(b) The conservation, repletion and research activities
of the Comm ssion on Marine Resources, the M ssissippi @Gulf Coast
Research Laboratory, the Comm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks, and the M ssi ssippi-Al abama Sea Grant Consortium when
acting through the M ssissippi Universities Marine Center;

(c) Hunting, erecting duck blinds, fishing,
shel | fishing and trappi ng when and where otherw se permtted by
| aw;

(d) Sw mm ng, hiking, boating or other recreation that
causes no material harmto the flora and fauna of the wetl ands;

(e) The exercise of riparian rights by the owner of the
riparian rights, if the construction and mai ntenance of piers,
boat houses and simlar structures are constructed on pilings that
permt a reasonably unobstructed ebb and flow of the tide and

conply with construction regul ations of the conm ssion. The
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riparian owner nmay reasonably alter the wetland at the end of his
pier in order to allow docking of his vessels;

(f) The normal mai ntenance and repair of bul kheads,
pi ers, roads and hi ghways existing on the date of enactnent of
this chapter, and all interstate hi ghways planned but not yet
under construction; and financed in part by Federal Interstate
H ghway Trust Funds;

(g) Wetlands developed in the future by federal, state
or county governnments for the establishnment of a superport or a
pi peline buoy term nal for deep-draft, ocean-going vessels,
including, but not limted to, wetlands adjacent to Petit Bois
| sl and and the Bayou Casotte Channel in Jackson County,

M ssi ssi ppi ;

(h) The Biloxi Bridge and Park Comm ssion, Biloxi Port
Comm ssi on, Long Beach Port Comm ssion, Pass Christian Port
Comm ssi on, Pascagoul a Port Comm ssion, and any municipal or | ocal
port authorities;

(1) Wetlands used under the terns of the use permt
granted by Chapter 395, Laws of 1954;

(j) Any activity affecting wetlands that is associ ated
with or is necessary for the exploration, production or
transportation of oil or gas when such activity is conducted under
a current and valid permt granted by a duly constituted agency of
the State of M ssissippi;

(k) Activities of any nosquito control conmm ssion which
is a political subdivision or agency of the State of M ssissippi;

(I') The Fisherman's Wharf in Biloxi and the Buccaneer
State Park in Hancock County;

(m Wetlands conveyed by the state for industrial
devel opnment thereon pursuant to Section 211, M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890, and pursuant to Section 29-3-61, M ssissipp
Code of 1972,
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(n) The activities of the Hancock County Port and
Har bor Conm ssion affecting wetlands within its jurisdiction;

(o) The activities of the Harrison County Devel opnment
Comm ssion affecting wetlands within its jurisdiction,

(p) The activities of the Jackson County Port Authority
affecting wetlands within its jurisdiction;

(q) The activities of the Mssissippi State Port at
Qul fport affecting wetlands within its jurisdiction; and

(r) In the case of regulated activities which, in the
judgnent of the director or his delegate, after an on-site
i nspection, have no harnful inpact on the environnent and which
make no substantial change in the wetlands, the director may issue
a certificate of waiver, and no permt shall be required.

All activities, areas and entities exenpt fromthe regul atory
provi si ons, whether by nane or reference, when carrying out what
woul d otherw se be regul ated activities in coastal wetl ands shal
at all tinmes adhere to the policy as set forth in Section 49-27-3.
Each entity shall notify the comm ssion of all such activities so
that the comm ssion may be fully advised of all activities in the
coastal wetl ands.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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