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Represent ati ves Reynol ds, MCoy To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1252

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-33-31, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO EXTEND THE DATE FOR A SURVI VI NG SPOUSE TO FI LE FOR HOVESTEAD
EXEMPTI ON UNDER CERTAI N Cl RCUMSTANCES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 27-33-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-33-31. (1) It shall be the duty of every person, who is
eligible for and desires the homestead exenption provided for in
this article, to conply with the foll ow ng provisions:

(a) He shall nmake witten application to the county tax
assessor on the prescribed form on or before the first day of
April. Applications not on file on or before April 1 of the
current year may not be filed, may not be dated back, nmay not be
accepted by the assessor, may not be allowed by the board of
supervi sors, and may not be consi dered by the comm ssion,

excepting as provided in * * * this subsection.

Any person who has on file with the tax assessor a valid

al l owed claimfor homestead exenption filed on or after January 1
1991, shall not be required to annually thereafter reapply for
such claimfor exenption but shall be credited with such exenption
each year so long as such person is entitled to honestead
exenption on the sane property and there has been no change in the
property description, ownership, use or occupancy since January 1
of the preceding year. 1In the event changes have occurred in the
status of the honestead in the property description, ownership,
use or occupancy since January 1 of the preceding year, and in the

event such person is still eligible for honmestead exenption, he
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shall file a new application and provide all the information

requi red under this section as for the initial application.
However, the requirenent to file a new application shall not apply
to a surviving spouse who is still eligible for honestead
exenption. |f the deceased spouse qualified for the exenption
provided in Section 27-33-67(2), but the surviving spouse does not
qualify for such exenption, the surviving spouse nust file a new

application for honestead exenption within One Hundred Twenty

(120) days after the date that the taxes for the year for which

the exenption is sought are due and payabl e, which extension of

tine to file for honmestead exenption shall apply only to the first

year in which taxes are due and payable foll owi ng the deceased

spouse' s death.

(b) If a deceased spouse qualified for the exenption

provi ded for under Section 27-33-67(2) for taxes that were due and

payabl e on February 1, 2004, but the surviving spouse did not

qualify for such exenption, the surviving spouse shall have unti

June 1, 2004, to file a new application for honestead exenption,

and the tax collector, if he finds that such person woul d have

ot herwi se qualified for honestead exenption for the tax year 2003

except for having failed to tinely file a new application, shal

refund to such person the anount of taxes collected from such

person for the tax year 2003 that exceeds the anmpbunt of taxes that

woul d have been due and payabl e had such person tinely filed for

honest ead exenpti on.

(c) In cases where the Governor declares by witten
procl amation that the courthouse or other place that the tax
assessor's office may be | ocated is damaged to such an extent that
it is not possible to accept applications for honmestead exenption,
then the Governor may extend the period for filing by a period not
to exceed thirty (30) days.

(d) He shall nmeke the application in quadruplicate.
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(e) He shall nmeke separate applications, as provided
above, to the respective assessors if the property clainmed for
exenption lies in tw (2) counties, first wwth the assessor of the
county of residence, and then with the assessor of the other
county, submtting at the sane tine two (2) copies of the first
application, certified by the chancery clerk as specified by
Section 27-33-23(f).

(f) He shall deliver to the assessor the application
mar ked "original,"” the copy marked "duplicate,” and the copy
marked "triplicate.”

(g) He shall retain the copy nmarked "quadruplicate" as
evi dence that the application was nmade and filed, which
quadruplicate may be filed with the board if the original and
duplicate are lost; and certified copies of the quadruplicate may
be used when so ordered by the board, not later than the neeting
of the board held in March of the year follow ng the year in which
t he application was executed, under such rules and regul ations as
the comm ssion shall prescribe.

(h) He shall state on the application the nane of the
owner of the property, and the nunber and status of all occupants
of the home, other than the owner's famly.

(i) He shall state the full name of the applicant,

whet her the sane as the nanme of the owner or not.

)

j) He shall give a parcel nunber, which shall clearly

| ocate and identify it, and state the acreage contained, as
prescribed in Section 27-33-27.

(k) He shall state the kind of title, or ownership

right held, fromwhom and how obtai ned, and the nanes of al
present owners.

(I) He shall state the nunber of book and page where
t he deed, or other conveyance or evidence of ownership, is of
public record, or attach to both the original and duplicate
application a certified copy of the conveyance by which title is
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clai med, or copies supported by affidavit of the hol der, or by one
who has seen and verified the original; or such other evidence of
title as may be required by the comm ssion; and the instrunment by
which title is clainmed shall be placed of record, if it may be
admtted to record.

(m He shall state the price for which the property was
sold and conveyed to the owner, the anount of the unpaid
principal, if any, and the terns of paynent thereof, if it was
acquired by the owner after July 1, 1938, as evidenced by the date
of the acknow edgnent of the conveyance. The purchase price and
t he amount of unpaid principal shall not be required nore than one
(1) tinme.

(n) He shall state if any part of the dwelling or |and
is rented or |eased, and the kind of business conducted in the
home or on the | and.

(o) He shall furnish all the information required by
t he application, which nust be true and correct, and he nust
supply it in the event he does not prepare the application with
his own hand. Except as otherw se provided in Section
27-33-33(2), the information given on the application nust not be
made or inserted by the assessor or by anyone, except as furnished
by the applicant.

(p) He shall nmake the original application in person or
in such manner as may be provided under the rules and regul ati ons
of the comm ssion; or it nmay be nade by his agent or attorney,
duly constituted in witing, and a copy of such witten authority,
duly sworn to and acknow edged or attested by two (2) conpetent
W t nesses shall be attached to each the original, the duplicate,
and the triplicate application for honestead exenption; but the
husband or wife may sign for the other if living in the sane
dwel |'i ng.

(q) He shall nmake affidavit to the application and to

the truth of all statenments nmade and answers to questions
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contained therein, and the oath may be adm nistered by the tax
assessor, a nenber of the board of supervisors, or any other
of ficer authorized by |law to take acknow edgnents.

(r) He shall give such other pertinent information as
may be required by the comm ssion; and he shall pronptly give any
informati on requested, and answer any question propounded by the
assessor or nenber of the board of supervisors.

(s) Wien an applicant has filed a tinmely application,
but has failed to nake known his eligibility for an additional
exenption as provided for in Section 27-33-67(2), then an
application for additional honestead exenption may be filed under
such rul es and regul ati ons as the conm ssion shall prescribe.

(2) The board of supervisors may authorize a charge of Fifty
Cents (50¢) per subsequent annual renewal application, which is
returned by the applicant by mail, to be used toward defraying the
expense of the mailing process of the subsequent annual renewal
application. The charge provided for herein shall not be assessed
agai nst any person returning the subsequent annual renewal
application in person.

(3) In addition to any other fine, inprisonment or sentence
whi ch may be inposed for violation of the M ssissippi Honestead
Exenption Law of 1946, any person who violates such | aw t hrough
fraudul ent application or by wllful failure to notify the tax
assessor of changes in the status of the honestead, when required
to do so under subsection (1)(a) of this section, shall be guilty
of a felony and upon conviction may be punished by a fine of not
nore than Five Thousand Dol |l ars ($5, 000.00) or by inprisonnment for
not nore than two (2) years, or both.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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