M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Bondurant (By Request), To: Agriculture
Reynol ds
HOUSE BI LL NO. 1247
1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR CERTI FI CATI ON OF ANI MAL EUTHANASI A
2 TECHN Cl ANS AND AUTHORI ZATI ON TO USE CERTAI N CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
3 FOR HUVANE DESTRUCTI ON OF ANI MALS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-41- 3,
4 M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT
5 OFFI CERS, AN MAL CONTRCL OFFI CERS, VETERI NARI ANS AND CERTAI N OTHER
6 AGENTS SHALL NOT BE HELD LI ABLE FOR THE GOOD FAI TH KI LLI NG OF
7 AN MALS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
9 SECTION 1. (1) For the purposes of this section, the
10 following terns shall have the meani ng ascribed herein, unless the
11 context shall indicate otherw se:
12 (a) "Certified animal control agency"” neans a county or
13 nmunicipal aninmal shelter, dog pound or animal control agency,
14 private hunane society, state, county or nunicipal |aw enforcenent
15 agency, or any conbination thereof, which tenporarily houses
16 stray, unwanted or injured animals and which is certified in
17 accordance with the provisions of this section.
18 (b) "Certified animal euthanasia technician (CAET)"
19 neans a person who is instructed and authorized by the board in
20 nethods of humanely euthani zing animals by injecting |ethal drugs,
21 in proper security precautions and in proper record keeping and
22 who is enployed by a certified aninmal control agency that is
23 authorized by the M ssissippi Board of Veterinary Medicine for
24  such use.
25 (c) "Sodium pentobarbital” nmeans a conpound prepared or
26 purchased solely as a euthanasia solution for animals.
27 (d) "Board" means the M ssissippi Board of Veterinary
28 Medi ci ne.
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(2) The M ssissippi Board of Veterinary Medicine, upon
subm ssion of a conplete application and paynent fee established
by the board, shall issue to any animal control agency which it
determnes to be qualified, a certificate authorizing the agency
to apply to the Federal Drug Enforcenment Agency, including any
successor entity, for a restricted controll ed substance
registration certificate for the purchase, possession and use of
sodi um pent obarbital as authorized by the board for adm nistration
by a certified ani mal euthanasia technician to euthanize injured,
si ck or abandoned ani mal s.

(3) The M ssissippi Board of Veterinary Medicine, upon
subm ssion of a conplete application and paynent fee established
by the board, shall issue to any person whomit determ nes to be
qualified, a certificate for such person to function as a
certified animal euthanasia technician.

(4) Euthanasia of aninmals in a certified aninmal control
agency nmay be perforned by a |licensed veterinarian, a certified
veterinary technician enployed by a licensed veterinarian or
ani mal control agency or a certified animal euthanasia technician
as provided by this section. A certified animl control agency
whi ch enploys a certified ani mal euthanasia technician may
pur chase, possess and adm ni ster sodi um pentobarbital which the
board may approve for the euthanasia of animals. Sodium
pent obar bital approved by the board shall be the only drug used
for the euthanasia of animals in a certified animal control
agency.

(5) Certified animal control agencies and certified ani mal
eut hanasi a technicians shall be required to renew their
certificates at such intervals, upon such conditions and upon the
paynment of such fees as may be established by the board.

(6) The regulations and curriculumfor such certification

shall be instituted by the M ssissippi Board of Veterinary
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Medicine with the authority to certify, set fees, discipline and
revoke the certification.

SECTION 2. Section 97-41-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-41-3. Any |law enforcenent officer, animal contro

officer, agent of a society for the prevention of cruelty to

animals or veterinarian may kill, or cause to be killed, any

ani mal found negl ected or abandoned, if in the opinion of three

(3) respectable citizens it is injured or diseased past reasonable

recovery efforts, or by age has becone debilitated. The | aw

enforcenent officers, aninmal control officers, agents or

veterinarians descri bed herein who act in good faith shall not be

held liable either crimnally or civilly for such action.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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