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Representative Fornby To: Insurance

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1230

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT A DECEDENT' S DI RECTI ONS I N A FULLY
FUNDED PRENEED CONTRACT OVERRULE CONFLI CTI NG W SHES OF NEXT OF KI'N
AND SURVI VI NG HEI RS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE CONTRACT PROVI DER HAS THE
RI GHT TO RELY ON THE PRENEED CONTRACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Unless a conpelling public interest nmakes it

i mpossible to conply with a decedent's directions in a preneed
contract, and the decedent did not rmake conflicting provisions
regardi ng funeral matters in a subsequently executed last will and
testament, a preneed contract executed by the decedent for his own
arrangenents and fully funded, overrules, follow ng the decedent's
death, the conflicting wishes of the decedent's next of kin and
surviving heirs at |aw

(2) The provisions of this section shall not prevent the
decedent's next of kin or surviving heirs at law from at their
own expense, pursuing reasonabl e services and meki ng reasonabl e
arrangenents that do not conflict with the decedent's directions
in a preneed contract.

(3) A contract provider shall have the right to rely on the
preneed contract and performits obligations in accordance with
the preneed contract. There shall be no liability for a contract
provider that in good faith perfornms its obligations pursuant to
the preneed contract, provided the preneed contract is in
conpliance with Section 75-63-51 et seq. and rul es pronul gated
t her eunder.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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