M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

© (00} ~ o ObrhWNE

N N N D N D MNP PP P PP,k
~N~ o o A WO N P O © 00 N oo o~ wN +—, O

Representati ve Brown To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1178

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-151-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE COUNCI L FOR EDUCATI ON TECHNOLOGY
TO REVI SE THE DUTI ES AND RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES OF THE COUNCI L; TO AMEND
SECTI ONS 37-151-19 AND 37-151-21, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, IN
CONFORM TY TO THE PROVI SI ON ABOVE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-151-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-151-17. (1) There is established the Council for
Education Technol ogy, which shall be an advisory group attached to

the Board of the Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services and

the State Board of Education. The council shall develop a naster
pl an for education technol ogy.

(2) (a) The council shall consist of the foll owi ng nenbers

who shall serve as ex officio voting nenbers:

(i) The Director of the Managenent |nformation

Servi ces;

(ii) The Director of Educational Technology in the

Depart ment of Educati on;

(iii) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services;

(iv) The Executive Director of M ssissippi Public

Br oadcasti ng;

(v) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp

Li brary Conmm ssi on;

(vi) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp

Associ ati on of School Superintendents;
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(vii) The Executive Director of the State Board
for Comunity and Junior Colleges; and
(viii) The Conmm ssioner of Hi gher Education * * *,

(b) The following five (5) nenbers to be appointed no

| ater than August 1, 2004, as follows:

(i) One (1) nenber appointed by the State Board of

Educati on;
(ii) Two (2) nenbers appointed by the

Governor; * * *

(iii) One (1) nmenber appointed by the Board of

I nformati on Technol ogy Services; and

(iv) One (1) nenber appointed by the Executive

Director of the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority. All appointed
menbers of the council shall have a denonstrated know edge in the

use, applications and specifications of education

technology * * *. A mgjority of the nenbership present at any
nmeeting shall constitute a quorumfor the official conduct of
busi ness.

(c) Menbers appointed to the council before August 1,

2004, shall be subject to reappointnment or replacenent by the

appointing entity.

(3) Menbers shall be appointed for four-year terns and may

be reappointed for one (1) additional four-year term Menbers may

be reinbursed for mleage and actual and necessary expenses in
accordance wth state |law, and nmenbers who are not state officers
or enpl oyees shall receive per diemas authorized in Section
25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(4) Imediately upon receiving notice of the appointment of

all nmenbers, the Executive Director of the Departnent of

I nformati on and Technol ogy Services shall call an organizati onal

meeting no | ater than Septenber 15, 2004, and shall serve as

chai rperson of council for the first year beginning with the date

of the organi zational neeting. The council shall elect from anong
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the menbers * * * any other officers it deens necessary, and

define the duties of the officers. The council shall annually

el ect a chairperson and no nenber shall serve nore than two

consecutive years as chairperson

(5) Meetings shall be held at |east four (4) times per year,

or upon call of the chairperson, at a tinme and place designated by

the chairperson. The Departnent of Information and Technol ogy

Services and the State Departnent of Education shall provide staff

support for the council.
(6) The duties and responsibilities of the council shal
i nclude, but not be [imted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Devel oping and updati ng annually a | ong-range

master plan for the efficient and equitable use of technol ogy at
all levels fromprimry school through higher education, including
vocational and adult education. The plan shall focus on the
technol ogy requirenments of classroominstruction, literacy

| aboratories, student record nmanagenent, financial and

adm ni strative managenent, di stance |earning and conmuni cati ons as
they relate to the state's performance goals for students. The

annual plan shall include specific and detail ed cost projections

and analysis related to its inplenentation. The plan shall be

presented to the M ssissippi Departnment of |Information Technol ogy

Services for approval and a copy shall be provided annually to the

Legi slature no | ater than Novenber 1, highlighting any cost

projections and a detail ed budget and justifications for

i npl enentation of the plan,;

(b) Creating, overseeing and nonitoring a well -pl anned
and efficient statew de network of technol ogy services designed to
nmeet the educational and informational needs of the schools;

(c) Wrking with private enterprise to encourage the
devel opnent of technol ogy products specifically designed to answer

M ssi ssi ppi ' s educati onal needs;
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(d) Encouraging an environnment receptive to
t echnol ogi cal progress in education throughout the state; * * *
(e) Wirking with other state entities to maxi m ze the
use and benefit of the state's technology infrastructure, to avoid
duplication of public and private resources and to maxi m ze the
purchasing ability of the state. Wen appropriate, shared
resources and conpetitive bidding shall be used; and

(f) Ensuring collaboration of all education entities to

maxi m ze efficiency and cost savings and to enhance the

utilization of education technology as a neans of inpacting the

shortage of teachers.

All contracts, requests for proposals and bid awards shall be
subject to the approval of the M ssissippi Departnent of
I nformati on Technol ogy Servi ces.

SECTION 2. Section 37-151-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-151-19. (1) The Council for Education Technol ogy shal

devel op and update annually the master plan for education

technol ogy and submt the plan to the Board of the Departnent of

| nf ormati on Technol ogy Services, State Board of Education and the

Legi slature. The annual master plan shall include detail ed and

specific cost projections and a detail ed budget for its

i npl enentation. |nplenmentation of each stage of the master plan

shal | begin i medi ately upon approval of the Board of the

Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services and the State Board

of Education and upon any appropriation of any necessary fundi ng

required to carry out the objectives of the plan. The plan shal

outline the state's five-year activities related to purchasing,
devel opi ng and using technol ogy to:
(a) Inprove learning and teaching and the ability to
meet individual students' needs to increase student achi evenent;
(b) Inprove curriculumdelivery to help neet the needs

for educational equity across the state;
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(c) Inprove delivery of professional devel opnent;

(d) Inprove the efficiency and productivity of
adm ni strators; and

(e) Encourage devel opnent by the private sector and
acquisition by districts of technol ogies and applications
appropriate for education.

(2) The five-year plan, which shall be updated annually,

shal | cover all aspects of education technol ogy, including but not
limted to, its use in educational instruction and adm nistration,
vi deo and conputer systens, software and hardware, nmultiple
delivery systens for satellite, mcrowave, cable, instructiona
television fixed service, fiber optic and conputer connections
products, video caneras and nonitoring equipnment for classroons,
school buildings and school buses, the preparation of school
bui I dings for technol ogical readiness, and the devel opnent of
staff necessary to inplenent the plan.

(3) Periodically, to devel op and nake specific

recommendations to the Board of the Departnent of |Information

Technol ogy Services and the State Board of Education for the

adoption of m nimum specifications for the equi pnent to be
utilized in the education technol ogy plan by school districts.

The Board of the Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services and

the State Board of Education shall adopt and pronul gate said
m ni mum gui delines for the utilization of said education
t echnol ogy equi pnent * * *,

(4) The integrated technol ogy-based communi cati ons system
shal | provide conprehensive, current, accurate and accessible
information relating to managenent, finance, operations,
instruction and pupil prograns which are under the jurisdiction of
t he Departnent of Education.

(5) To facilitate comruni cati on anong teachers, parents,

students and prospective enployers of students, and to provide
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access to many vital technol ogical services, the five-year plan
may include the installation of telephone lines in each classroom

(6) In designing and inplenenting the five-year plan, the
council shall consider seeking the active participation of private
organi zati ons whose know edge and assistance will be useful.

(7) The council shall update as necessary, but not |ess than

annual ly, the plan devel oped under subsection (2) of this section

and report to the Legislature, Board of the Departnent of

| nformati on Technol ogy Services and the State Board of Education

at the conpletion of each inplenentation phase of the master plan.
* %k

SECTION 3. Section 37-151-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-151-21. The council shall create a strategic plan for
di stance learning in the state and submt it to the Legislature,

Board of the Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services and the

State Board of Education by Novenber 1, 2004. The plan shall set

forth the state's vision for developing a |ong-term and statew de
di stance learning strategy. It shall include, but not be limted
to, definitions of the types of distance |earning delivery
systens, an eval uation process for determ ning and certifying the
educational and cost-effectiveness of each type of delivery
system conparisons of the various types of delivery systens and

recommendations for inplenentation. The plan shall include

specific cost projections and a detail ed budget for all conponents

of its inplenentation.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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