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Affairs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1151

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-3-49, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE HANCOCK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS TO PAY THE
ATTORNEY HI RED TO APPEAR AND PROSECUTE CASES REQUI RI NG THE
SERVI CES OF A COUNTY PROSECUTI NG ATTORNEY A CERTAI N SALARY; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 19-3-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-3-49. (1) In all counties of this state wherein there is
no el ected county prosecuting attorney, the boards of supervisors
shall have the power and authority to enploy a conpetent attorney
to appear and prosecute in cases requiring the services of the
county prosecuting attorney. The conpensation paid to the person
so enpl oyed shall be paid fromthe general fund of such county and
shal |l not exceed, during any cal endar year, the anpunt authorized
by law to be paid as salary to the county prosecuting attorney in
such county. The enploynent of a county prosecuting attorney as
aut hori zed by this section shall be pursuant to a contract which
shal |l provide that the salary of such county prosecuting attorney
shall not be reduced, increased or termnated for the period of
the contract. Such contract shall be for the period of the
remai nder of the termof office of the board of supervisors which
enpl oys the county prosecuting attorney; however, the contract
shal | provide expressly or by reference to this section that the
contract shall be abrogated upon the creation and filling of the
of fice of elected county prosecuting attorney.

(2) Notwithstanding any of the provisions of subsection (1)

of this section to the contrary, the board of supervisors of
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Hancock County nay pay the attorney hired to appear and prosecute

cases requiring the services of a county prosecuting attorney an

annual salary of Forty-five Thousand Dol lars (%$45,000.00). The

Legi slature finds and declares that the annual sal ary authorized

by this section is justified in Hancock County for the foll ow ng

reasons:

(a) The addition of a justice court judge in January

2004 created a total of three (3) judges in the county and

requires the attorney hired to appear and prosecute cases

requiring the services of a county prosecuting attorney to spend

additional time in court; and

(b) The popul ati on of Hancock County increased from

thirty-one thousand seven hundred sixty (31,760) in 1990, to

forty-two thousand ni ne hundred sixty seven (42,967) in 2000,

which placed it in the top ten percent (10% of the fastest

growi ng counties in the state; and

(c) There was a significant increase in the nunber of

cases filed in justice court and cases appealed to a higher court;

and

(d) The attorney hired to appear and prosecute cases

requiring the services of a county prosecuting attorney is

responsi ble for handling a | arge nunber of drug, alcohol and

mental conm t ment proceedi ngs.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after January 1, 2004.
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