M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Representative Fillingane To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1100

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 27-41-2, 27-41-55, 27-41-59,
27-41-65, 27-41-67, 27-41-69, 27-41-77, 27-41-79, 27-41-81 AND
27-41-83, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT FROM AND AFTER
JANUARY 1, 2005, NO LAND SHALL BE SOLD FOR NONPAYMENT OF AD
VALOREM TAXES; TO PROVI DE THAT FROM AND AFTER SUCH DATE, LAND ON
VH CH AD VALOREM TAXES ARE NOT' PAID W LL BE STRUCK OFF TO THE
COUNTY OWED THE TAXES; TO PROVI DE THAT THE PROCEDURES USED BEFORE
JANUARY 1, 2005, TO SELL LAND FOR THE NONPAYMENT OF AD VALOREM
TAXES SHALL BE USED TO STRI KE LAND OFF TO A COUNTY FOR NONPAYNMENT
OF TAXES; TO PROVIDE THAT | F LAND STRUCK OFF TO A COUNTY FOR
NONPAYMENT OF AD VALOREM TAXES UNDER THI S ACT IS NOI' REDEEMED, THE
COUNTY SHALL HAVE THE LAND APPRAI SED BY TWO APPRAI SERS AND
DETERM NE THE AVERAGE APPRAI SED VALUE OF THE LAND BASED ON THE TWO
APPRAI SALS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE COUNTY SHALL OFFER THE LAND AT
PUBLI C SALE FOR THE AVERAGE APPRAI SED VALUE;, TO REQUI RE THAT
NOTlI CE OF SUCH SALE BE ADVERTI SED FOR A CERTAIN PERIGD OF TI ME; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE COUNTY SHALL OFFER THE LAND AT SALE FOR THE
AMOUNT OF THE AVERAGE APPRAI SED VALUE, AND SHALL HAVE THE
AUTHORI TY TO ACCEPT ANY OFFER THAT IS NOT LESS THAN NI NETY PERCENT
OF THE AVERAGE APPRAI SED VALUE; TO PROVI DE THAT THE OMNER OF SUCH
LAND AT THE TIME I T WAS STRUCK OFF TO THE COUNTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF
AD VALOREM TAXES SHALL HAVE THE FI RST RI GHT TO OFFER TO PURCHASE
THE LAND AT THE SALE, AND | F SUCH PERSON DCES NOT OFFER TO
PURCHASE THE LAND W THI N A CERTAI N Tl ME, OTHER PERSONS MAY OFFER
TO PURCHASE THE LAND; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI SPCSI TI ON OF SALES
PROCEEDS | F THE LAND | S SOLD; TO PROVI DE THAT IF THE LAND | S NOT
SOLD, THE COUNTY SHALL STRIKE I T OFF TO THE STATE; TO AVEND
SECTI ONS 27-43-1, 27-43-3, 27-43-4, 27-43-5, 27-43-9 AND 27-43-11,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE NOTI CES REQUI RED TO
BE G VEN OMNERS AND LI ENORS REGARDI NG LAND SOLD FOR NONPAYMENT OF
TAXES BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2005, SHALL BE G VEN TO SUCH PERSONS
REGARDI NG LAND STRUCK OFF TO A COUNTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF AD VALOREM
TAXES AFTER SUCH DATE; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 27-45-1, 27-45-3,

27-45-5, 27-45-7, 27-45-9, 27-45-11, 27-45-13, 27-45-15, 27-45-17,
27-45-19, 27-45-21, 27-45-23, 27-45-27 AND 27-45-29, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE PROCEDURES USED TO REDEEM LAND
SOLD FOR NONPAYMENT OF AD VALOREM TAXES BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2005,
SHALL BE USED TO REDEEM LAND STRUCK OFF TO A COUNTY FOR NONPAYMENT
OF SUCH TAXES AFTER THAT DATE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 27-41-2, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-41-2. |If the governing authorities of a nmunicipality and
a county have entered into an interlocal agreenent pursuant to

Section 17-13-1 et seq., and the agreenent is for the county to
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collect for the municipality those ad val oremtaxes on real and
personal property, notor vehicles and nobile honmes that are due
and payable to the municipality, the follow ng shall apply:

(a) The collection of such ad val oremtaxes due by a
taxpayer to the municipality shall be evidenced by a receipt
showi ng that the taxes due have been paid. This receipt also may
show t hat any ad val orem taxes due by the taxpayer to the county
have been pai d.

(b) Property as described in this section that is sold
for unpaid ad val orem taxes due by a taxpayer to the nmunicipality
may be sold in a tax sale which may be conducted for unpaid ad
val orem taxes due by the taxpayer to the county. This unified tax
sale for unpaid taxes due the municipality and the county shall be
advertised in substantially the sane manner as provided by |aw for
sales of like property for unpaid county ad val oremtaxes. The
anount of taxes for which the property is offered at the unified
sale shall be the sumof the taxes due by the taxpayer to the
muni cipality and those due to the county. All costs incident to
the unified sale shall be included in the total anmount for which
the property is offered.

(c) Upon offering the property of any deli nquent
taxpayer at a unified sale as described in paragraph (b) and upon
the failure of any person to bid the whole anmpbunt of taxes and al
costs incident to the sale for such property, the county tax
coll ector shall strike the property off to the state.

(d) Except as otherw se specified in this section, the
col l ection of unpaid ad valoremtaxes due to a nunicipality, the
sal e of property for unpaid ad val oremtaxes due a nunicipality,
and the striking off to a nunicipality of property for unpaid ad
val orem taxes, shall be conducted in accordance with the | aws
governing the inposition of ad val oremtaxes by a nmunicipality.

From and after January 1, 2005, no real property shall be

sold for the nonpaynent of ad val oremtaxes, and the collection of
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unpai d ad val oremtaxes shall be made in accordance with Sections

27-41-59(2) and 27-41-77(2).

SECTION 2. Section 27-41-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

27-41-55. (1) Except as otherw se provided in Section
27-41-2, after the fifth day of August in each year hereafter, the
tax collector shall advertise all lands in his county on which al
the taxes due and in arrears have not been paid, as provided by
law, as well as all land which is liable to sale for the other
t axes which have nmatured, as required by |law, for sale at the door
of the courthouse of his county or any place within the courthouse
that the tax collector deens suitable to hold such sale, provided
that the place of such sale shall be designated by the tax
collector in the advertisenent of the notice of tax sale on the
| ast Monday of August. Such advertisenent shall be inserted for
two (2) weeks in sonme newspaper published in the county, if there
be one, but in counties having two (2) court districts the | ands
shall be advertised and sold in the district in which such |ands
are situated and put up at the courthouse door thereof, and shal
contain a list of the lands to be sold in al phabetical order by
owner or in nunerical order as they are contained in the
assessnent roll, in substance as follows:

Nanme of Division of Town- State County Total

Onner SECTION  Section ship Range Tax Tax Tax
or by such other description as it may be assessed. Land in
cities and towns shall be described in the advertisenent as it is
described on the assessnent roll. Errors in al phabetical or
nunmerical order in the published or posted list of |ands to be
sold shall not invalidate any sal e made pursuant to such noti ce.

In addition to the foregoing provisions, and at the option of
the tax collector, advertisenent for the sale of such county | ands
may be nmade after the fifteenth day of February in each year with

the sale of such lands to be held on the first Monday of April in
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each year, and all of the provisions which relate to the tax sale
hel d i n August of each year shall apply thereto.

(2) Fromand after January 1, 2005, no |and shall be sold

for the nonpaynment of ad val orem taxes, and except as ot herw se

provided in Section 27-41-2, after the fifth day of August of

2005, and in each year thereafter, the tax coll ector shal

advertise all lands in his county on which all taxes due and in

arrears have not been paid, as provided by |aw. The adverti senent

shall contain a list of the I ands in al phabetical order by owner

or in nunerical order as they may be contained in the assessnent

roll as provided in subsection (1) of this section. The

adverti senent shall provide that if all taxes due and in arrears

are not paid on or before the | ast Monday in August, the property

on which the taxes are due shall be struck off to the county as

provided in Section 27-41-59(2). |In addition to the foregoing

provi sions of this subsection (2), and at the option of the tax

collector, the advertisenent required in this subsection (2) may

be made after the fifteenth day of February in 2005, and in each

year thereafter, with the striking off of such land to the county

to be done on the first Monday of April in 2005, and in each year

thereafter, and all of the provisions which relate to the striking

off of land to the county in August of each year shall apply

t her et o.

SECTION 3. Section 27-41-59, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-41-59. (1) Except as otherw se provided in Section
27-41-2, on the first Monday of April, if the tax collector has
exercised his option to hold a tax sale on that day, and on the
| ast Monday of August, as the case may be, if the taxes remain
unpaid, the tax collector shall proceed to sell, for the paynent
of taxes then renmaining due and unpaid, together with all fees,
penal ti es and danages provided by law, the land or so nuch and

such parts of the Iand of each delinquent taxpayer to the highest
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and best bidder for cash as will pay the anmount of taxes due by
himand all costs and charges. He shall first offer one hundred
sixty (160) acres or a smaller separately described subdi vi sion,

if the land is | ess than one hundred sixty (160) acres. |If the
first parcel so offered does not produce the anount due, then he
shall offer as an entirety all the land constituting one (1)

tract. Each separate assessnent as it appears and is described on
the assessnent roll shall constitute one (1) tract for the purpose
of sale for taxes, notw thstanding the fact that the person who is
the owner thereof, or to whomit is assessed, is the owner of or
is assessed with other |ands, the whole of which constitutes one
(1) entire tract but appears on the assessnent roll in separate
subdi vi sions. Upon offering the |and of any delinquent taxpayer
constituting one (1) tract, if no person will bid for it, the
whol e amount of taxes and all costs incident to the sale, the tax
collector shall strike it off to the state. The sale shall be
continued fromday to day within the hours from8:30 o' clock in
the forenoon and 4:30 o'clock in the afternoon until conpleted;

but neither a failure to advertise, nor error in the
advertisenent, nor error in conducting the sale, shall invalidate
a sale at the proper tine and place for taxes of any |and on which
the taxes were due and not paid, but a sale made at the wong tine
or at the wong place shall be void. Any person sustaining danages
by reason of any failure or error by the tax collector nmay recover
damages therefor on his official bond.

(2) Fromand after January 1, 2005, no |and shall be sold

for the nonpaynent of ad val orem taxes, and | and on which the ad

val orem t axes have not been paid shall be treated according to the

provi sions of this subsection (2). Except as otherw se provided

in Section 27-41-2, on the first Monday of April, if the tax

col |l ector has exerci sed such option, and on the |ast Monday of

August, as the case may be, if the taxes remain unpaid on the

| and, the tax collector shall strike such land off to the county.
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SECTION 4. Section 27-41-65, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

27-41-65. Except as otherw se provided in Section

27-41-59(2), if fromany cause a sale of any land for taxes which

is liable to such sale shall not be nmade at the tinme appointed by
| aw for such sale, it may be sold thereafter, in the sane or a
subsequent year, at any tine designated therefor by order of the
board of supervisors. Notice of a sale so ordered shall be given
by advertising it in the manner prescribed by Iaw for the sale of
| and for taxes; and the sane shall be nmade at the sane place and
subject to all the provisions of |aw applicable to such sal es at
the tine appointed by law. Lists of lands sold to the state and
to individuals shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
chancery court within the sane relative period of tine after the
sale as is allowed for filing such lists after sales at the
regular tine, and the clerk shall at once record them and such
lists shall be as valid and have the sane effect and be subject to
all the provisions of |aw applicable to such |ists nmade of | ands
sold at the regular sale for taxes.

SECTION 5. Section 27-41-67, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-41-67. Except as otherw se provided in Section

27-41-59(2), if frominadvertence or oversight a sale of any |and

for taxes which is liable to such sale shall not be nade at the
regul ar tine appointed by law for such sale, it may be sold
thereafter at any tine designated therefor by an order of the
board of supervisors, which order need not describe the |land to be
sold nor give the nanmes of the owners of the |land to be sold.
Notice of a sale so ordered shall be given by advertising it in

t he manner prescribed by law for the sale of land for taxes; and
the sane shall be nmade at the sane place and subject to all the
provi sions of |aw applicable to such sales at the tine appointed

by law. Lists of lands sold to the state and to individuals shal
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be filed in the office of the clerk of the chancery court within

the sane relative period of tine after the sale as is allowed for

filing such lists after sales at the regular time, and the clerk

shall at once

record them and such lists shall be as valid and

have the sane effect and be subject to all the provisions of |aw

applicable to such lists nade of |ands sold at the regular sale

for taxes. This section shall not be construed as giving the tax

col l ector any discretion to postpone the sale of |ands fromthe

time appointed by |law for such sales.

SECTION 6. Section 27-41-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as fol
27-41-69.
27-41-59(2), |

| ows:

Except as otherw se provided in Section

n case of grave public energency, to be determ ned

by the Chairman of the State Tax Comm ssion, with the approval of

the Governor and Attorney Ceneral, the Chairman of the State Tax

Comm ssion, may, by an order spread upon the m nutes of the Tax

Comm ssi on, postpone in any county the date fixed by law for the

sale of lands for delinquent taxes. |In the event any such sale is

post poned, the Chairman of the State Tax Conm ssion with the

approval of the Governor and Attorney General, in the order

post poni ng such sale, shall designate a date for such sale.

Notice of a sale so ordered shall be given by advertising it in

t he manner prescribed by law for the sale of land for taxes; and

t he sane shal

provi si ons of

be made at the sanme place and subject to all the

| aw applicable to such sales at the tinme appointed

by law, and lists of lands sold to the state and to individuals

shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the chancery court

within the sane relative period of tine after the sale as is

all owed for fi

the clerk sha

ling such lists after sales at the regular tinme, and

| at once record them and such lists shall be as

valid and have the sane effect and be subject to all the

provi si ons of

| aw applicable to such lists made of |ands sold at

the regular sale for taxes. The Secretary of the State Tax
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Comm ssion shall certify to the clerk of the board of supervisors
a copy of the order postponing any sale for taxes in such county

and the clerk of the board of supervisors shall enter such order

on the mnutes of the board, but the failure of the Secretary of

the State Tax Commi ssion to so certify said order or of the clerk
of the board of supervisors to so record the sane shall not

i nval i date any sal e made hereunder.

SECTION 7. Section 27-41-77, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-41-77. (1) If any land be sold for nore than the anmount
of taxes due and all costs, the tax collector shall report the
anount of excess to the chancery clerk, and on his receipt warrant
therefor, shall pay the sane into the county treasury. The board
of supervisors is directed to transfer all such funds so received
to the general funds of the county. |[If the |land be redeened, or
the title of the purchaser be defeated or set aside in any way or
for any reason, such excess shall be retained by the county. |If
only a part of the |land be redeened, the excess shall be
apportioned ratably to the anobunt of taxes due at the tine of the
sale on the respective parts. The owner of the |and may demand of
the tax collector a nenorandum or recei pt show ng the anmount of
excess if any, and, upon the expiration of the period of
redenption, w thout the property being redeened, such excess
shal |, upon the request of the owner, be paid to said owner. |If
the owner of the property does not request paynent of the excess
within two (2) years fromthe expiration of the period of
redenption, the excess shall be retained by the county. \Wenever
any person shall present a claimagainst the excess fund, within
the tine period provided, certified to by the chancery clerk, the
board of supervisors shall order a warrant to issue therefor on
t he general county fund.

(2) If any land that has been stricken off to the county is

not redeened, the county shall have the | and apprai sed by two (2)
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certified apprai sers and determ ne an average apprai sed val ue of

the | and based on the two appraisals. The county shall then

proceed to offer the land at public sale for the average apprai sed

value. Notice of such sale shall be advertised once a week for at

| east three (3) consecutive weeks in at |east one (1) newspaper

published in the county. The first publication of the notice

shall be nmade not | ess than twenty-one (21) days before the date

fixed for the sale, and the | ast publication of such notice shal

be made not nore than seven (7) days before such date. The county

shall offer the land at sale for the anpbunt of the average

appr ai sed val ue, and shall have the authority to accept any offer

that is not less than ninety percent (90% of the average

apprai sed value. The owner of the land at the tinme it was struck

off to the county shall have the first right to offer to purchase

the land at the sale, and if such person does not nake an offer to

purchase the land within four (4) hours after the beginning of the

sal e, other persons may offer to purchase the land. |If the |and

is not sold at the sale, the county shall strike the |land off to

the state. If any land is sold under this subsection (2), the

anount of taxes due on the land plus any interest or danages shal

be deducted fromthe sale price and classified as ad val oremt ax

revenue and deposited into the county general fund, any fees or

costs due any officer shall be paid to such person and the

remai ni ng portion of the sale price shall also be deposited into

the county general fund.

SECTI ON 8. Section 27-41-79, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-41-79. (1) The tax collector shall on or before the
second Monday of May and on or before the second Monday of Cctober
of each year, transmt to the clerk of the chancery court of the
county separate certified lists of the lands struck off by himto
the state and that sold to individuals, specifying to whom

assessed, the date of sale, the anobunt of taxes for which sale was
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made, and each item of cost incident thereto, and where sold to

i ndi viduals, the nane of the purchaser, such sale to be separately
recorded by the clerk in a book kept by himfor that purpose. Al
such lists shall vest in the state or in the individual purchaser
thereof a perfect title to the land sold for taxes, but w thout
the right of possession for the period of and subject to the right
of redenption; but a failure to transmt or record a list or a
defective list shall not affect or render the title void. |If the
tax collector or clerk shall fail to performthe duties herein
prescribed, he shall be liable to the party injured by such
default in the penal sum of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00), and al so
on his official bond for the actual damage sustained. The lists
her ei nabove provided shall, when filed with the clerk, be notice
to all persons in the same manner as are deeds when filed for
record. The lists of |ands hereinabove referred to shall be filed
by the tax collector in May for sales nmade in April and in October
for sales made in Septenber, respectively.

(2) Fromand after January 1, 2005, the tax coll ector shal

on or before the second Monday of May and on or before the second

Monday of October of each year, transmt to the clerk of the

chancery court of the county certified lists of the | ands struck

off by himto the county, specifying to whom assessed, the date

the property was struck off to the county, the anmpbunt of taxes for

whi ch the property was struck off, and each item of cost incident

thereto. Al such lists shall vest in the county a perfect title

to the land struck off for taxes, but wi thout the right of

possession for the period of and subject to the right of

redenption; but a failure to transmt or record a list or a

defective list shall not affect or render the title void. The

lists provided in this subsection shall, when filed with the

clerk, be notice to all persons in the sane manner as are deeds

when filed for record. The lists of lands referred to in this

subsection shall be filed by the tax collector in May for |and
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struck off in April and in October for |land struck off in August,

respectively.

SECTION 9. Section 27-41-81, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-41-81. (1) The tax collector shall on or before the
first Monday of June transmt to the clerk of the chancery court
of the county separate certified lists of the | ands struck off by
himto the state and that sold to individuals, specifying to whom
assessed, the day of the sale, the anount of taxes for which the
sal e was made and each item of cost incidental thereto, and, where
sold to individuals, the nane of the purchaser, to be separately
recorded by the clerk in books kept by himfor that purpose. The
said lists shall vest in the state or the individual purchaser
thereof a perfect title to the land sold for taxes, but w thout
the right of possession and subject to the right of redenption;
but a failure to transmt or record a list, or a defective |list,
shall not affect or render the title void. If the tax collector
or clerk shall fail to performthe duties herein prescribed, he
shall be liable to the party injured by such default in the penal
sum of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00), and also on his bond for the
actual damages sust ai ned.

The |ist hereinabove provided shall, when filed with the
clerk, be notice to all persons in the sane manner as are deeds
when filed for record.

(2) Fromand after January 1, 2005, the tax coll ector shal

on or before the first Monday of June transmt to the clerk of the

chancery court of the county a certified list of the | ands struck

off by himto the county, the day the | and was struck off, the

anmount of taxes for which the | and was struck off and each item of

cost incidental thereto. The list shall vest in the county a

perfect title to the land struck off for taxes, but w thout the

ri ght of possession and subject to the right of redenption; but a

failure to transmt or record a list, or a defective list, shal
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not affect or render the title void. The list provided in this

subsection (2) shall, when filed with the clerk, be notice to al

persons in the same manner as are deeds when filed for record.

SECTI ON 10. Section 27-41-83, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
27-41-83. The owner of | ands sold or struck off to this

state or struck off to the county as provided in Section 27-41-81

shall not have the right to cut nerchantable tinber, cordwood or
brush fromany such land until such | and be redeened fromthe tax

sale or tax strike off and title again be perfected in the

i ndi vi dual owner thereof, and such fornmer owner of said property
during the period of redenption shall not have the right to
prospect for or to extract and/or attenpt to extract from any such
| ands so forfeited to the state or county for nonpaynent of taxes
any mnerals, stone or gravel that may be found on or under said

| and, and provided further that the fornmer owner of any |and so
forfeited to the state for nonpaynent of taxes shall commt no
waste on the |ands or prem ses so forfeited to the state or county
during the period of redenption.

If the former owner or any other person in violation of the
provisions of this section cuts, fells, renoves or otherw se
injures any tree on property forfeited to the state for taxes
either during the period of redenption or after the title matures
in the state or county, or extracts, or attenpts to extract,

m nerals therefromincluding rock, stone and gravel, commts or
permts to be conmtted waste or any other trespass on such | and,
such person shall be liable for a penalty in the sumof Five

Dol lars ($5.00) per acre for each acre upon which any trespass or
violation of this section is commtted, and, in addition to said
penal ty, such person shall be liable for actual damages for the
property taken or injured. All such penalties and damages may be
recovered in one and the sane action and suits to recover the sane

shall be instituted and prosecuted in the nanme of the state by the
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Attorney General and any penalties and damages recovered in such
actions shall be apportioned fifty percent (50% to the state and
fifty percent (50% to the county in which the land |ies.

Provi ded that during the period of redenption the owner may cut
and use wood from conti guous woodl ands for fuel, fences and |ike
farm purposes, but not for sale.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and, upon conviction therefor,
shall be fined not |less than Ten Dollars ($10.00) nor nore than
Fifty Dollars ($50.00), in the discretion of the court, and upon
the second offense, may be sentenced to serve not nore than sixty
(60) days in the county jail, in the discretion of the trial
court.

SECTI ON 11. Section 27-43-1, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-43-1. (1) The clerk of the chancery court shall, wthin
one hundred eighty (180) days and not |ess than sixty (60) days
prior to the expiration of the time of redenption wth respect to
| and sold, either to individuals or to the state, be required to
i ssue notice to the record owner of the Iand sold as of one
hundred eighty (180) days prior to the expiration of the time of

redenption, in effect following, to wt:

"State of M ssissippi, To ,
County of
You will take notice that __ (here describe |ands)

| ands assessed to you or supposed to be owned by you,

was, onthe  day of = soldto  for the taxes of
year __ , and that the title to said |land w ||
beconme absolute in __ unless redenption fromsaid tax
sal e be made on or before __ day of
This _ day of , 20
Cerk."
H B. No. 1100 *HR40/R1289*
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(2) Fromand after January 1, 2005, the provisions of

subsection (1) of this section relating to |and sold for taxes

al so shall apply to land struck off to a county for taxes pursuant

to Section 27-41-59(2), and the formof the notice shall be the

sane, as nearly as practicable, as the form provided in subsection

(1) of this section.

SECTI ON 12. Section 27-43-3, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-43-3. The clerk shall issue the notice to the sheriff of
the county of the reputed owner's residence, if he be a resident
of the State of M ssissippi, and the sheriff shall be required to
serve personal notice as sumons issued fromthe courts are
served, and nmake his return to the chancery clerk issuing sane.
The clerk shall also mail a copy of sane to the reputed owner at
his usual street address, if same can be ascertained after
diligent search and inquiry, or to his post office address if only
t hat can be ascertained, and he shall note such action on the tax
sales record. The clerk shall also be required to publish the
nane and address of the reputed owner of the property and the
| egal description of such property in a public newspaper of the
county in which the land is located, or if no newspaper is
publi shed as such, then in a newspaper having a general
circulation in such county. Such publication shall be nade at
| east forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration of the
redenption peri od.

If said reputed owner is a nonresident of the State of
M ssi ssippi, then the clerk shall mail a copy of said notice
thereto in the sane manner as herei nabove set out for notice to a
resident of the State of M ssissippi, except that personal notice
served by the sheriff shall not be required.

Notice by mail shall be by registered or certified mail. In
the event the notice by mail is returned undelivered and the

personal notice as hereinabove required to be served by the
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sheriff is returned not found, then the clerk shall make further
search and inquiry to ascertain the reputed owner's street and
post office address. |If the reputed owner's street or post office
address is ascertained after the additional search and inquiry,
the clerk shall again issue notice as hereinabove set out. |If
personal notice is again issued and it is again returned not found
and if notice by mail is again returned undelivered, then the
clerk shall file an affidavit to that effect and shall specify
therein the acts of search and inquiry nade by himin an effort to
ascertain the reputed owner's street and post office address and
said affidavit shall be retained as a permanent record in the
office of the clerk and such action shall be noted on the tax
sales record. |If the clerk is still unable to ascertain the
reputed owner's street or post office address after naking search
and inquiry for the second time, then it shall not be necessary to
i ssue any additional notice but the clerk shall file an affidavit
specifying therein the acts of search and inquiry made by himin
an effort to ascertain the reputed owner's street and post office
address and said affidavit shall be retained as a permanent record
in the office of the clerk and such action shall be noted on the
tax sal e record.

For exam ning the records to ascertain the record owner of
the property, the clerk shall be allowed a fee of Twenty Dol |l ars
(%$20.00); for issuing the notice the clerk shall be allowed a fee
of Two Dollars ($2.00) and, for nmailing sanme and noting such

action on the tax sales record or tax strike-off record, a fee of

One Dol lar ($1.00); and for serving the notice, the sheriff shal
be allowed a fee of Four Dollars ($4.00). For issuing a second
notice, the clerk shall be allowed a fee of Five Dollars ($5.00)
and, for mailing same and noting such action on the tax sales

record or tax strike-off record, a fee of Two Dollars and Fifty

Cents ($2.50), and for serving the second notice, the sheriff

shall be allowed a fee of Four Dollars ($4.00). The clerk shal
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al so be allowed the actual cost of publication. Said fees and
cost shall be taxed against the owner of said land if the sane is
redeenmed, and if not redeened, then said fees are to be taxed as
part of the cost against the purchaser. The failure of the
| andowner to actually receive the notice herein required shall not
render the title void, provided the clerk and sheriff have
conplied with the duties herein prescribed for them

Shoul d the clerk inadvertently fail to send notice as

prescribed in this section, then such sale or strike off shall be

void and the clerk shall not be |liable to the purchaser or owner
upon refund of all purchase noney paid.

SECTI ON 13. Section 27-43-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-43-4. Wth respect to lands sold or struck off for the

nonpaynment of nunicipal taxes, both for ad val orem and for speci al
i nprovenents, the nunicipal clerk shall issue the sane type
notices and performall other requirenents as set forth in
Sections 27-43-1 through 27-43-11, inclusive, and for so doing,
the municipality shall be allowed the sane fees as set forth in
said sections. However, all certificates or affidavits of the
muni ci pal clerk shall be filed with the chancery clerk of the
county in which the municipality is |located for which the chancery
clerk shall be allowed a filing fee of One Dollar ($1.00) per
affidavit or certificate.

SECTI ON 14. Section 27-43-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-43-5. (1) It shall be the duty of the clerk of the
chancery court to exam ne the record of deeds, nortgages and deeds
of trust in his office to ascertain the names and addresses of al
nort gagees, beneficiaries and hol ders of vendors liens of al
| ands sold for taxes; and he shall, within the tine fixed by | aw

for notifying owners, send by certified mail with return receipt
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requested to all such lienors so shown of record the follow ng

notice, to-wit:

"State of M ssissippi, To ,
County of
You will take notice that (here

descri be | ands) assessed to, or supposed to be owned by

was on the day of

, 20, sold to

for the taxes of (giving year) upon

whi ch you have a lien by virtue of the instrunent
recorded in this office in Book , page

, dated , and that the title to

said land will becone absolute in said purchaser unless
redenption fromsaid sale be made on or before the
day of May of 20 .
This _ day of , 20

Chancery C erk of Count vy,
Mss."

(2) Fromand after January 1, 2005, the provisions of

subsection (1) of this section relating to | and sold for taxes

al so shall apply to land struck off to a county for taxes pursuant

to Section 27-41-59(2), and the formof the notice shall be the

sane, as nearly as practicable, as the form provided in subsection

(1) of this section.

SECTI ON 15. Section 27-43-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
27-43-9. Upon conpleting the examnation for said liens, the

clerk shall enter upon the tax sale or tax strike-off book upon

t he page showing the sale or strike off a notation to the effect

t hat such exam nation had been made, giving the nanes and
addresses, if known, of said lienors, the book and page where the
liens are created, and the date of mailing by registered mail the
H B. No. 1100 *HR40/R1289*

04/ HRA0/ R1289
PAGE 17 (BS\ED)



572
573
574
575
576
577
578
579
580
581
582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603
604

notice to the lienors. If the clerk finds no liens of record, he

shall so certify on said tax sale or tax strike-off book. In each

instance the clerk shall date the certificate and sign his nane
t her et o.

SECTI ON 16. Section 27-43-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

27-43-11. For examning the records to ascertain the nanes
and addresses of lienors, the chancery clerk shall be allowed a
fee of Seven Dollars ($7.00) in each instance for each |ien where
alienis found of record, and said fees shall be taxed agai nst
the owner of said land, if sanme is redeened, and if not redeened,
then said fees are to be taxed as part of the cost against the
purchaser or county. A failure to give the required notice to
such lienors shall render the tax title void as to such |ienors,
and as to themonly, and such purchaser shall be entitled to a
refund of all such taxes paid the state, county or other taxing
district after filing his claimtherefor as provided by | aw

SECTION 17. Section 27-45-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-45-1. Redenption of land sold for taxes shall be nade
t hrough the chancery clerks of the respective counties. \Were the
| and was sold to the state, the clerk, out of the anmobunt necessary
to redeem shall first pay to the officers entitled thereto the
costs, fees and damages which are allowed said officers by lawin
cases of lands sold to individuals; second, he shall pay the state
the anbunt of state taxes with the interest and additional charges
thereon allowed by law to the state; and, third, he shall pay to
the county the suns conputed in |ike manner which belong to the

county and the various taxing districts thereof. Fromand after

January 1, 2005, where the |l and was struck off to the county, the

clerk, out of the anbunt necessary to redeem shall first pay to

the officers entitled thereto the costs, fees and damages which

are allowed said officers by law in cases of lands sold to
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i ndi vidual s and second he shall pay the county the anpunt of

county taxes with the interest and additional charges which bel ong

to the county and the various taxing districts thereof. Were the

| and was sold to an individual, the clerk shall pay:

(a) First, to the state the amobunt of state taxes with
the interest and additional charges thereon allowed by |aw, unless
sane has been paid previously by the tax purchaser or sone other
per son;

(b) Second, to the county the suns conputed in |ike
manner whi ch belong to the county and the various taxing districts
t hereof, unl ess sanme has been paid previously by the tax purchaser
or sone other person;

(c) Third, to the county the five percent (5% damages
on the anmpbunt of the taxes for which the | and was sol d; and

(d) Fourth, the balance to the purchaser.

The clerk shall make his redenption settlenents within twenty
(20) days after the end of each nonth and shall nmake a conplete
report thereof to the board of supervisors, a true copy of which
he shall file with the State Auditor. For a failure so to report
or to pay over the suns to the parties entitled thereto as herein
required, he shall be liable on his official bond to a penalty of
one percent (1% per nonth on the anbunt wi thheld. The chancery
clerk shall also note each redenption on the public record of
del i nquent tax |lands, on the day paynent of taxes is nmade, with
the date, nane and the anmount of redenption noney paid.

SECTI ON 18. Section 27-45-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-45-3. The owner, or any persons for himwth his consent,
or any person interested in the land sold for taxes, may redeem
the sanme, or any part of it, where it is separable by |egal
subdi vi sions of not less than forty (40) acres, or any undivided
interest init, at any tine within two (2) years after the day of

sale, by paying to the chancery clerk, regardl ess of the anpunt of
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the purchaser's bid at the tax sale, the anmount of all taxes for
which the Iand was sold, wth all costs incident to the sale, and
five percent (5% danages on the anmount of taxes for which the

| and was sold, and interest on all such taxes and costs at the
rate of one and one-half percent (1-1/2% per nonth, or any
fractional part thereof, fromthe date of such sale, and al

costs that have accrued on the land since the sale, wth interest
thereon fromthe date such costs shall have accrued, at the rate
of one and one-half percent (1-1/2% per nonth, or any fractional
part thereof; saving only to infants who have or nay hereafter
inherit or acquire land by will and persons of unsound m nd whose
| and may be sold for taxes, the right to redeemthe same within
two (2) years after attaining full age or being restored to
sanity, fromthe state or any purchaser thereof, on the terns
herein prescribed, and on their paying the value of any pernmanent
i nprovenents on the | and nade after the expiration of two (2)
years fromthe date of the sale of the |lands for taxes. Upon such
paynment to the chancery cl erk as herei nabove provi ded, he shal
execute to the person redeem ng the land a release of all claimor
title of the state or purchaser to such |land, which said rel ease
shall be attested by the seal of the chancery clerk and shall be
entitled to be recorded w thout acknow edgnent, as deeds are
recorded. Said release when so executed and attested shal
operate as a quitclaimon the part of the state or purchaser of
any right or title under said tax sale.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to the redenption of |land sold for taxes al so

shall apply, as nearly as practicable, to |land struck off to a

county for taxes pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2).

SECTI ON 19. Section 27-45-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
27-45-5. It shall be the duty of the chancery clerk of each

county in the state to i Mmedi ately deposit in the county
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depository of his county all sums of noney paid to him by any
person for the redenption of land sold for taxes in his county;
all such funds are hereby declared to be public funds, and shal

be secured by the county depository, as other public funds are
required to be secured by law. The board of supervisors of each
county shall provide the clerk with printed checks in the form of
vouchers, with proper blanks, bound in book formwth a sufficient
bl ank margin to be used in draw ng redenption funds out of the
county depository; all such checks shall be nunbered in nunerical
order, and it shall be the duty of the clerk to draw on such funds
upon such checks as herein provided in paynent of all anpbunts due
the officers and purchasers out of said funds. He shall first pay
the officers entitled to their costs, fees and damages which are
allowed to said officers by law, and he shall then pay to the
purchasers at any such tax sale, the full anpbunt due him as
provided by law. It shall be the duty of the State Auditor of
Public Accounts to audit such account of each clerk, as other
public funds are audited; and he shall include in said audit a
special report to the board of supervisors of his county setting
out in detail the anmbunts coll ected, and the disposition of such
funds, and the bal ance on hand, and attest to the correctness

t her eof .

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to the redenption of |land sold for taxes al so

shall apply, as nearly as practicable, to |land struck off to a

county for taxes pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2), and the chancery

clerk shall dispose of the fees as provided in Section 27-45-1.

I f such clerk shall neglect, refuse or fail to deposit such
funds received by himas herein provided, he shall be guilty of
m sfeasance in office, and in addition thereto shall be |liable on
his official bond to any person injured by his failure to deposit

such funds in the county depository as herein provided.
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SECTI ON 20. Section 27-45-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

27-45-7. |If there exist upon a portion of a tract of |and
sold for taxes a lien, either of a deed of trust or nortgage of
any kind, the nortgagee or holder of the notes secured by such
deed of trust, or any person interested in such real estate may
redeemthat portion of the land so sold in solido upon which
portion such nortgagee or owner of notes secured by deed of trust
hol ds such lien in the follow ng manner, to wt:

Such nortgagee or owner of notes secured by a deed of trust
or any person interested in such real estate may apply, in
witing, to the chancery clerk of the county in which the |and was
sold, within the tine provided by |aw, for redenption fromthe
sale for taxes of such portion of the entire tract so sold in
solido. Upon the application being filed wwth him it shall be
the duty of the chancery clerk to give ten (10) days' notice, in
writing, of such application, by registered mail, to the | ast
known post office address with return recei pt requested, to the
owner and to the purchaser at the tax sale, and to all persons
hol di ng nortgages or other liens of record on the land so sold in
solido or any part thereof, which notice shall designate a tine
not less than ten (10) days fromthe mailing thereof when such
clerk shall hear and performthe duties hereinafter provided for.
The clerk shall enter on the record of such tax sale notations
giving the date when such notices were mail ed and the nanes and
post office addresses of persons to whommailed. On the date
named for such hearing, the chancery clerk shall make such
i nvestigation as he may deem necessary to ascertain the relative
val ue which that portion of the land on which the lien of such
nortgage or deed of trust is held by the applicant, or by any
ot her person, bears to the value of the entire land sold in solido
for taxes, and the chancery clerk shall apportion the taxes due

upon such portion at the ratio which said portion, upon which the

H B. No. 1100 *HR40/R1289*
04/ HR40/ R1289
PAGE 22 (BS\BD)



736
737
738
739
740
741
742
743
744
745
746
747
748
749
750
751
752
753
754
755
756
757
758
759
760
761
762
763
764
765
766
767
768

lien exists, bears to the entire value of the property sold in
solido for taxes. Upon such apportionnent, the nortgagee or

hol der of the deed of trust, or any person interested in such real
estate, shall be entitled to redeemthat part of the |and by
paynment of the sum apportioned thereon to the chancery clerk,
regardl ess of the anount of the purchaser's bid at the tax sale,
with its proportionate part, cal cul ated as above provi ded, of al
costs, damages and interest consequent upon the sale, and al so al
state and county taxes that have accrued upon that portion of said
| and since the sale, apportioned by the chancery clerk in the
manner herei nabove provided, together with interest thereon, at
the rate of one per cent (1% per nonth, or any fractional part
thereof, fromthe date such taxes shall have accrued.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to the redenption of |land sold for taxes al so

shall apply, as nearly as practicable, to |land struck off to a

county for taxes pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2).

SECTI ON 21. Section 27-45-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

27-45-9. The redenption nentioned in Section 27-45-7 shal
operate to fully and effectually redeemthat portion of the |and
fromthe operation of the tax sale fromwhich such redenption is
made and shall leave in full force and effect the tax sale as to
the remai nder of the land so sold for taxes, which renainder, or
any part thereof, may thereafter, in the tine provided by |aw, be
redeenmed by the owner or any person interested in such real estate
by the paynent of the bal ance due, or such part thereof cal cul ated
as above provided. 1In the event that there shall exist several
trust deeds or nortgages upon the property so sold in solido, and
redenpti on under one or nore of such trust deeds shall operate so
as to effect redenption of a portion of the lands in any one (1)
of the others, because of overl apping descriptions and | eave

unredeened the remai nder of the |land covered by such ot her deeds
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of trust or nortgages, the chancery clerk shall |ikew se have
power to apportion in the sane nmanner as aforesaid the anount
required to redeemthe remainder of the |and included in such
trust deed, omtting the portion of the land in such trust deed
whi ch had been previously redeened, in the manner as above

provi ded. Upon redenption by one other than the owner of the |and
redeened, it shall be the duty of the redeener to inmediately
notify, in witing, by registered mail with return receipt
requested, any and all persons holding prior lien or liens of deed
of trust or nortgage shown by the records of deeds of trust of the
county where the land is situated, of the redenption of such part
or all of said |land, addressed to the lienor or lienors at his or
their last known post office address, and to file a copy of such
notice or notices with the chancery clerk of said county who shal
make entry of the receipt of the copy of such notice or notices on
the record of tax sales of his office where such record of the
redenption is entered. |If the redeener shall fail to give the
notice or notices as above provided for, then such redeener shal
not be entitled by subrogation, or otherwi se, to obtain or be
granted any prior equity upon the I and so redeened over any prior
lienor or lienors on the | and so redeened, whether such equity by
subrogation or otherw se existed or not. Upon redenption of |and
or any part thereof as above provided, the chancery clerk shal
execute a release thereof fromthe tax sale wwth the sane effect,
and shall note the redenption on his tax sales record, as is

provi ded for redenptions in the usual manner.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to the redenption of |land sold for taxes al so

shall apply, as nearly as practicable, to |land struck off to a

county for taxes pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2).

SECTI ON 22. Section 27-45-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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27-45-11. Al rights and privileges and duties granted or
i nposed, in the precedi ng sections, upon lienors or any person
interested in such land with reference to redenption fromtax
sal es made for nonpaynent of state and county taxes shall |ikew se
apply and be applicable to |like redenptions from nunici pal tax
sal es or nunicipal separate school district tax sales, and also to
| evee and drainage district tax sales. Wth reference to such
redenptions, the witten application for redenption shall be
addressed to the nunicipal clerk, or to the like officer of the
| evee or drainage district, as the case may be, who shall be the
official to performthe appropriate duties and to nmake the
necessary investigation and apportionnment of the sum necessary to
redeemas to any interested lienor or any person interested in
such [ and who shall have the right to nake application to redeem
as herein set forth.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to the redenption of |land sold for taxes al so

shal |l apply, as nearly as practicable, to land struck off for

taxes pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2).

SECTI ON 23. Section 27-45-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-45-13. \Wen anyone, designing and endeavoring to pay the
taxes due on his own |land, shall by m stake pay the taxes due on
other land than his own, in consequence whereof his own | and shal
have been sold for taxes, such person may, wthin the tw (2)
years allowed for redenption, make affidavit of the facts, and if
the taxes for which his | and was sold, and the costs of such sale
exceed the anount he had so paid, he shall pay the tax collector
of the county the difference, and also all taxes subsequently
accrued on such land and not before paid, and shall protect the
state and county agai nst any | oss by reason of the m stake. He
shall obtain the receipt in duplicate of such collector for what

he shall pay him which receipt it shall be the duty of the
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collector to give him specifying particularly on what account
such paynent was nade. Said receipts need not be fromthe book of
receipts required to be kept. He shall deposit one (1) of said
receipts with the chancery clerk, together with said affidavit
setting forth the facts of such m stake; and thereupon it shall be
the duty of the chancery clerk to release to such person the title
of the state or individual purchaser to such | and, and, where the
| and was sold to the state, to notify the Auditor to make proper
entry on the assessnent roll in his office. The Auditor and the
chancery clerk shall charge the tax collector with the anount due
on the transaction to the state and county, respectively, and the
collector shall also nmake proper entry on the assessnent roll in
his office.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to land sold for taxes also shall apply, as

nearly as practicable, to land struck off to a county for taxes

pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2).

SECTI ON 24. Section 27-45-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-45-15. Land on which said person had paid on by m stake,
shall be sold for the taxes and costs, the paynent of which
except for mstake, it had escaped, as follows: The chancery
clerk shall notify the tax collector of his release of the | and
first sold and the collector shall imediately give notice in
witing to the person in possession of the |Iand paid on by
m stake, if any, or to the owner or person claimng it, that at a
neeting of the board of supervisors of the county, to be
designated in such notice, he will apply for an order to sell said
| and because of the foregoing facts. At such neeting, the
collector shall report the facts in witing to the board of
supervi sors, and that he has given notice as above required, and
said board shall hear any objection to the proposed sale of such

| and, and unl ess there be sone valid objection shall order it to
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be sold. Thereupon the collector shall advertise it as sal es of
|land for taxes are required to be advertised, and shall sell it on
sone day when it is lawful to sell |and under execution in his
county, and shall proceed in all respects as required in making
sales of land for taxes on the first Monday of April. He shal
report the lists of lands so sold to the clerk of the chancery
court in the same manner and within the same relative tine as
provided for sales of land for taxes at the usual tine. He shal
pay over to the proper officers the taxes collected fromsales to
i ndi vidual s as in other cases.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to land sold for taxes also shall apply, as

nearly as practicable, to land to be struck off to a county for

t axes pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2).

SECTI ON 25. Section 27-45-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-45-17. If the owner, or any person interested in any |and
sold for taxes, shall at any time within two (2) years after the
sale for taxes produce a receipt of the tax collector show ng
paynent of the taxes, for which the |and was sold, before the
sale, and shall pay to the chancery clerk all subsequently accrued
taxes, the said clerk shall release to the owner or person
interested the title of the state or individual purchaser to such
land. The land so rel eased shall thereafter be dealt with as
| ands redeened are required to be, and the tax col |l ector, whose
recei pt was so produced, shall be charged with the taxes collected
by himas in the case of other taxes.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to land sold for taxes also shall apply, as

nearly as practicable, to land struck off to a county for taxes

pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2).

SECTI ON 26. Section 27-45-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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27-45-19. The tax collector shall keep a record of | ands
struck off to the state for taxes for his convenience in
collecting taxes and nmaking settlenments with the state and county.
The chancery cl erk, when he rel eases such | ands upon redenpti on,
shall imediately notify the Auditor and tax collector, giving
name of person redeem ng, date of redenption, and description of
the land, and the Auditor and collector, when they receive such
notice, shall at once make entry thereof upon their records.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to land sold for taxes also shall apply, as

nearly as practicable, to land struck off to a county for taxes

pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2).

SECTI ON 27. Section 27-45-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-45-21. It shall be the duty of the chancery clerk, within
thirty (30) days after the period of redenption has expired, to

certify to the Secretary of State a |list, on fornms provided by the

Secretary of State, of all lands struck off to the state for

t axes, which have not been redeened. Such |ist shall show a
description of the land, all costs, officer's and printer's fees,
the tax for which it sold, segregated as to state, county, |evee
and drainage districts, and of all taxes due on such |lands for the
year in which it was struck off to the state, segregated as to
state, county, |levee and drainage districts, a total of two (2)
years' taxes listed separately (the taxes for which it sold and
accrued taxes for one (1) year). |If any chancery clerk shall fai
or neglect to transmt such lists within the tine specified, he
shall be liable to the state on his official bond in the penalty
of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each day that he is in default, said
penalty to be collected by the State Tax Comm ssion, or by the
Attorney General, in a suit instituted for that purpose upon

request of the Secretary of State; provided that the Secretary of

State, if so requested by any chancery clerk before the expiration
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933 of ten (10) days and for good cause shown, may grant a reasonabl e
934 extension of the tinme within which such clerk shall transmt his
935 list.

936 From and after January 1, 2003, the provisions of this

937 section relating to land struck off to the state al so shal

938 apply, as nearly as practicable, to land struck off to a county

939 for taxes pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2).

940 SECTI ON 28. Section 27-45-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
941 anended as foll ows:

942 27-45-23. \Wen the period of redenption has expired, the
943 chancery clerk shall, on demand, execute deeds of conveyance to
944 individuals purchasing |lands at tax sales. Which conveyances

945 shall be essentially in the followng formto wt:

946 "State of M ssissippi,

947 County of

948 Be it known, that _, tax collector of said

949 county of _ , did, onthe _ day of _ , AD __ |
950 according to law, sell the following |land, situated in
951 said county and assessed to _ to wit: _ (here

952 describe the land) = for the taxes assessed thereon
953 (or when sold for other taxes it should be so stated)
954 for the year AD. _, when __ becane the best bidder
955 therefor, at and for the sumof _  Dollars and __
956 Cents; and the sane not having been redeened, |

957 therefore sell and convey said land to the said __
958 G ven under ny hand, the _ day of __ , A D

959 Chancery Cerk."
960 Such conveyance shall be attested by the seal of the office

961 of the chancery clerk and shall be recordabl e when acknow edged as
962 | and deeds are recorded, and such conveyance shall vest in the

963 purchaser a perfect title with the inmmediate right of possession
964 to the land sold for taxes. No such conveyance shall be

965 invalidated in any court except by proof that the |land was not
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liable to sale for the taxes, or that the taxes for which the | and
was sol d had been paid before sale, or that the sale had been nade
at the wong tinme or place. |If any part of the taxes for which
the land was sold was illegal or not chargeable on it, but part
was chargeabl e, that shall not affect the sale nor invalidate the
conveyance, unless it appears that before sale the amount |egally
chargeabl e on the land was paid or tendered to the tax collector.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to land sold for taxes also shall apply, as

nearly as practicable, to land struck off to a county for taxes

pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2), and sold by the county pursuant

to Section 27-41-77(2).

SECTI ON 29. Section 27-45-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-45-27. (1) The anmount paid by the purchaser of |and at
any tax sale thereof for taxes, either state and county, |evee or
muni ci pal, and interest on the anmount paid by the purchaser at the
rate of one and one-half percent (1-1/2% per nonth, or any
fractional part thereof, and all expenses of the sale and
registration, thereof shall be a lien on the land in favor of the
purchaser and the holder of the legal title under him by descent
or purchase, if the taxes for which the I and was sold were due,
al though the sale was illegal on sone other ground. The purchaser
and the holder of the legal title under himby descent or
purchase, may enforce the lien by bill in chancery, and may obtain
a decree for the sale of the land in default of paynent of the
anount within sonme short time to be fixed by the decree. 1In al
suits for the possession of |and, the defendant hol ding by descent
or purchase, nediately or immediately, fromthe purchaser at tax
sale of the land in controversy, may set off against the
conpl ai nant the above-descri bed claim which shall have the sane
effect and be dealt with in all respects as provided for

inprovenents in a suit for the possession of land. But the term
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"suits for the possession of |land," as herein used, does not
i nclude an action of unlawful entry and detai ner.

(2) Fromand after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to land sold for taxes also shall apply, as

nearly as practicable, to land struck off to a county for taxes

pursuant to Section 27-41-59(2), and sold by the county pursuant

to Section 27-41-77(2).

(3) No county or municipal officer shall be |iable to any

purchaser at a tax sale or sale conducted under Section

27-41-77(2) or any recipient of a tax deed for any error or

i nadvertent om ssion by such official during any tax sale or sale

conduct ed under Section 27-41-77(2).

SECTI ON 30. Section 27-45-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-45-29. |In cases of |land and other property sold by
muni ci pal tax authorities for delinquent taxes, the same schedul e
of damages as provided herein shall apply.

From and after January 1, 2005, the provisions of this

section relating to land sold for taxes also shall apply, as

nearly as practicable, to land struck off for taxes pursuant to

Section 27-41-59(2).

SECTION 31. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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