M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Bondurant, Barnett, To: Public Health and Human
Mast er son, Fl aggs, Scott Services; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1046

1 AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A STATE ADVI SORY COUNCI L ON HEPATITIS C
2 FOR THE PURPOSE OF | NCREASI NG THE PREVENTI ON AND THE CONTROL OF
3 THE HEPATITIS C VIRUS; TO PROVIDE FOR I TS MEMBERSH P AND | TS
4 DUTIES; TO PROVI DE THAT A REPORT OF THE ADVI SORY COUNCI L SHALL BE
5 SUBM TTED BEFORE THE CONVENI NG OF THE 2007 LEQ SLATI VE SESSI ON,
6 AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
7 WHEREAS, Hepatitis Cis a silent killer that is largely
8 asynptomatic until irreversible |liver danage occurs; and
9 VWHEREAS, infecting approximtely four mllion five hundred
10 thousand (4,500,000) people in the United States, with thirty-five
11 thousand (35,000) new infections each year, Hepatitis Cis
12 referred to as the "silent epidemc"; and
13 WHEREAS, Hepatitis Cinfects three tines nore people than
14 does AIDS, and is responsible for one-third (1/3) of all liver
15 transplants; and
16 VWHEREAS, being one (1) of the nost significant preventable
17 and treatable public health problens facing our nation today,
18 Hepatitis C nmay be carried by individuals who expose others to the
19 virus for nore than twenty (20) years w thout show ng any
20 synptons; and
21 VWHEREAS, Hepatitis C does not have a vaccine, and as a
22 result, enphasis nust be placed on other neans of awareness and
23 prevention of this disease, including, but not limted to,
24 educating individuals who are at high risk for contracting
25 Hepatitis C, law enforcenent officers, fire fighters, health care
26 workers and the general public; and
27 VWHEREAS, educating the public and health care community
28 throughout the state about Hepatitis Cwll help to ensure an
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optimal approach to controlling this |ethal disease; NOW
THEREFORE,
BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is established the State Advisory

Council on Hepatitis C Virus (HCV).
(2) The advisory council shall consist of ten (10) nenbers
as foll ows:

(a) One (1) nenber of the House Public Health and Human
Services Commttee who i s appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves;

(b) ©One (1) nenber of the Senate Public Health and
Wel fare Commttee who is appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor;

(c) One (1) nenber of the House Mlitary Affairs
Comm ttee who is appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves;

(d) ©One (1) nenber of the Senate Veterans and Mlitary
Affairs Commttee who is appointed by the Lieutenant Governor;

(e) One (1) nenber shall be an internist who is
appoi nted by the Governor;

(f) One (1) nmenber shall be a hematol ogist who is
appoi nted by the Governor;

(h) One (1) nmenber shall be a hepatol ogist who is
appoi nted by the Governor;

(1) One (1) menber shall be a clinical researcher
specializing in the diseases of the liver who is appointed by the
Gover nor

(j) ©One (1) nenber shall be a nenber of the genera
public who is appointed by the Governor; and

(k) One (1) menber shall be a nurse practitioner who is
appoi nted by the Governor.

(3) The duties of the advisory council shall include, but

are not limted to, the follow ng:
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(a) Collecting and anal yzing data regardi ng the extent
to which M ssissippians suffer fromHCV, and the prograns and
services currently avail able to neet the needs of those
individuals and to identify those who may be i nfected;

(b) Collecting and analyzing data to denonstrate the
econom c i npact on the state of treating HCV and the esti nmated
cost savings of inplenenting a conprehensive statew de prevention
and managenent nodel ;

(c) Establishing and nmaintaining a resources data bank
containing informati on about HCV and rel ated subjects accessible
to educational and research institutions, as well as nenbers of
t he general public;

(d) Establishing recommendati ons to enhance funding for
effective prevention and nmanagenent prograns and servi ces,

i ncl udi ng Medi caid, private health insurance prograns and ot her
state and federal funds;

(e) Recommending policy to enhance clinical education
curricula in nedical, nursing and other schools of higher
education to inplenent conprehensive, coordi nated HCV awar eness
and education courses;

(f) Recommending policy to increase education and
awar eness anong prinmary care physicians, other health care
prof essionals, veterans, |aw enforcenent officers and fire
fighters regarding the recognition, prevention and effective
managenent of HCV,

(g) Considering a state prevention canpaign to increase
publi c awareness of the need for early preventi on and managenent
of HCV that may include the foll ow ng:

(i) A broad-based public education canpaign
outlining health risks associated with failure to receive
treatment for HCV

(1i) A professional training canpaign; and
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(ii1) A targeted public education canpaign

directed towards those at high risk.

(h) Coordinating with the United States Departnent of
Heal th and Human Services, the United States Centers for D sease
Control, and the National Center for Chronic D sease Prevention to
share resources and information in order to ensure a conprehensive
approach to preventing and controlling HCV, and

(i) Coordinating with the State Departnent of Health
and the Division of Medicaid to share resources and information in
order to ensure a conprehensive approach to prevent and control
HCV.

(4) The nmenbers of the advisory council shall serve terns of
two (2) years, and if a nenber resigns before the end of his or
her term then his or her successor shall be appointed to conplete
the unexpired term At its first meeting, the advisory counci
shall elect a chairman and vice chairman fromits nenbership, and
shal | adopt rules for transacting its business and keepi ng
records. |If sufficient funds are available to the advisory
council, menbers of the advisory council other than |egislative
nmenbers may receive reinbursenent for travel expenses incurred
whi | e engaged in official business of the advisory board in
accordance wth Section 25-3-41.

(5) The advisory council shall conduct neetings at | east
quarterly. Meetings of the council shall be open to the public
and opportunity for public comment shall be nade avail abl e at each
meet i ng.

(6) The advisory council shall be assigned to the Departnent
of Human Services for admnistrative purposes only, and it shal
designate staff to assist the council. The council may solicit
grants, donations and other funds, and may accept and expend any
funds that are nade available to the council to carry out its
purpose. However, no state general funds may be used to pay any

expenses of the advisory council.
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(7) Al agencies, departnents, offices and institutions of
the state, including the state universities and the community and
junior colleges, shall cooperate with the advisory council with
such assi stance as requested by the council.

(8) Before Decenber 1, 2006, the advisory council shal
submt a report, including any proposed |legislation if necessary,
to the Governor and to the House Public Health and Human Services
Comm ttee and the Senate Public Health and Wl fare Commttee. The
report shall include a conprehensive state plan for inplenmentation
of services and prograns in the state that wll increase
prevention and control of HCV, and an estimate of the cost of the
i npl enentation of such a plan.

(9) The advisory council shall be dissolved on July 1, 2008.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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