M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Montgonery, Bondurant, To: Education
Broonfield, Chism Cumm ngs, Davis, Dedeaux,

Eaton, Fillingane, Green, Ham|ton (109th),

Ham [ ton (6th), Holloway, Hudson, |shee,

Mar kham Mast erson, Mayo, MCoy, M| es,

Moore, Mbss, Myers, Nicholson, Patterson, Reed, Reynol ds, Robinson
(84th), Rogers (14th), Rogers (61st), Smth (59th), Sullivan, Thomas,
Turner, Upshaw, Ward, Weathersby, Wittington, Zuber, Buck, Scott

HOUSE BI LL NO. 998

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-16-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS TO AWARD HONORARY HI GH SCHOOL

3 DI PLOVMAS TO VI ETNAM VETERANS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. Section 37-16-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

6 anended as follows:

7 37-16-13. (1) The school board of a I ocal school district

8 may award an honorary hi gh school diploma in a form prescribed and
9 supplied to school districts by the State Board of Education to
10 veterans of World War 11, the Korean Conflict and the Vietnam War
11 who were unable to conplete their education due to their mlitary
12 service. The honorary diplom is available to any honorably

13 discharged veteran residing in M ssissippi who was schedul ed to
14 graduate between 1941 and 1955 or between 1964 and 1973, but was
15 inducted into mlitary service before conpleting the necessary

16 graduation requirenments. Famly nmenbers of deceased eligible

17 veterans may apply for the diploma to be awarded posthunously.

18 (2) The State Board of Education and State Veterans Affairs
19 Board jointly shall develop a uniformapplication for persons

20 seeking a diplom under subsection (1) of this section. The

21 application shall request no less than the follow ng information:
22 (a) The veteran's nane, social security nunber and date
23 of birth;

24 (b) The last year the veteran was in school and the

25 veteran's grade |level during that year

26 (c) The year the veteran left school to enter World \War
27 11, the Korean Conflict or the Vietnam War;
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(d) The year the veteran would have graduated from hi gh

school ;

(e) The nanme and | ocation of the school attended;

(f) The date of the veteran's enlistnent or draft;

(g) The veteran's service nunber;

(h) The veteran's date of honorabl e discharge;

(1) A copy of the veteran's DD-214 form if avail able;
and

(j) Any other information deened relevant by the State
Board of Education or State Veterans Affairs Board.

The State Board of Education shall provide | ocal school
districts, county departnents of human services and | ocal veterans
services offices with copies of the uniform application.

(3) A person may request an application fromany | ocal
school district, county departnent of hunman services or |ocal
veterans services office. Conpleted applications for a diplom
may be submtted to the veteran's |ocal school district,
regardl ess of whether or not the veteran attended school in that
district. Upon verifying the information contained in the
application, including verifying the veteran's mlitary service
information with the State Veterans Affairs Board, and determ ning
the veteran's eligibility for the honorary high school diplons,
the | ocal school board nay award the diploma to the veteran. The
di ploma shall indicate clearly that the recipient is a veteran of

Wrld War |1, the Korean Conflict or the Vietnam War, and that the

di ploma was issued at a |later date due to the veteran's
participation in the war. The State Departnent of Education and
the State Veterans Affairs Board may work together to provide
communities with informati on about hosting a di pl oma cerenony on
or around Veterans Day. The diplona shall be provided to the
veteran or, if the veteran is deceased, to the veteran's famly.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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