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Representative Wat son To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 993

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-43-2. 101, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE SECRETARY OF STATE, | NSTEAD OF THE JO NT
LEG SLATI VE CODE COMM TTEE, MAY CONTRACT W TH A PUBLI SH NG COMPANY
TO COVPI LE, ANNOTATE, | NDEX AND PUBLI SH THE STATE AGENCY RULES AND
REGULATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-43-2.101, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-43-2.101. Publication, conpilation, indexing and public
i nspection of rules.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this chapter, the Secretary
of State shall prescribe a uniform nunbering system form style
and transmtting format for all proposed and adopted rul es caused
to be published by himand, with prior approval of each respective
agency involved, may edit rules for publication and codification
wi t hout changi ng the nmeaning or effect of any rule.

(2) The Secretary of State shall cause an adm nistrative
bulletin to be published in a format and at such regular intervals
as the Secretary of State shall prescribe by rule. Upon proper
filing of proposed rules, the Secretary of State shall publish
themin the admnistrative bulletin as expeditiously as possi bl e.
The admi nistrative bulletin nust contain:

(a) Notices of proposed rule adoption prepared so that
the text of the proposed rule shows the text of any existing rule
proposed to be changed and the change proposed,;

(b) Any other notices and naterials designated by |aw
for publication therein; and

(c) An index to its contents by subject.
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(3) The Secretary of State shall cause an adm nistrative
bulletin to be published in a format and at such regular intervals
as the Secretary of State shall prescribe by rule. Upon proper
filing of newy adopted rules, the Secretary of State shal
publish them as expeditiously as possible. The admnistrative
bulletin nust contain:

(a) Newly filed adopted rules prepared so that the text
shows the text of any existing rule being changed and the change
bei ng nmade;

(b) Any other notices and materials designated by | aw
for publication therein; and

(c) An index to its contents by subject.

(4) The Secretary of State retains the authority to reject
proposed and new y adopted rules not properly filed in accordance
with the Secretary of State’s rules prescribing the nunbering
system form style or transmtting format for such filings. The
Secretary of State shall not be enpowered to reject filings for
reasons of the substance or content or any proposed or newy
adopted rule. The Secretary of State shall notify the agency of
its rejection of a proposed or newy adopted rule as expeditiously
as possi bl e and acconpany such notification with a stated reason
for the rejection. A rejected filing of a proposed or newy
adopted rul e does not constitute filing pursuant to Section
25-43-3.101 et seq. * * *,

(5 (a) The Secretary of State shall cause an
adm ni strative code to be conpiled, indexed by subject and
published in a format prescribed by the Secretary of State by
rule. Al of the effective rules of each agency nust be published
and indexed in that publication. The Secretary of State shal
al so cause supplenents to the admnistrative code to be published
in a format and at such regular intervals as the Secretary of

State shall prescribe by rule.

H B. No. 993 *HRO3/R1335*
04/ HRO3/ R1335
PAGE 2 (RF\LH)



61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

(b) The Secretary of State may contract with a

reput abl e and conpetent publishing conpany on such terns and
conditions and at such prices as may be deened proper to digest,
conpil e, annotate, index and publish the state agency rules and
regul ati ons.

(6) (a) Copyrights of the M ssissippi Adm nistrative Code,
including, but not limted to, cross references, tables of cases,
notes of decisions, tables of contents, indices, source notes,
authority notes, nunerical lists and codification guides, other
than the actual text of rules or regulations, shall be taken by
and in the name of the publishers of the conpilation. Such
publ i shers shall thereafter pronptly assign the same to the State
of M ssissippi and said copyright shall be owned by the state.

(b) Any information appearing on the sane |eaf with the
text of any rule or regulation may be incidentally reproduced in
connection wth the reproduction of such rule or regulation, if
such reproduction is for private use and not for resale.

(7) The Secretary of State nay omt fromthe adm nistrative
bulletin or code any proposed or filed adopted rule, the
publication in hard copy of which would be unduly cunbersone,
expensive or otherw se inexpedient, if:

(a) Know edge of the rule is likely to be inportant to
only a small class of persons;

(b) On application to the issuing agency, the proposed
or adopted rule in printed or processed formis nmade avail abl e at
no nore than its cost of reproduction; and

(c) The admnistrative bulletin or code contains a
notice stating in detail the specific subject matter of the
omtted proposed or adopted rule and how a copy of the omtted
mat eri al nay be obt ai ned.

(8 The admnistrative bulletin and adm nistrative code with
suppl enents nust be furnished to designated officials wthout

charge and to all subscribers at a reasonable cost to be
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determ ned by the Secretary of State. Each agency shall al so make
avail abl e for public inspection and copying those portions of the
adm nistrative bulletin and adm ni strative code containing al
rul es adopted or used by the agency in the discharge of its
functions, and the index to those rules.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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