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Representative Carlton To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 905

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-9-79, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT SCHOOL GUI DANCE COUNSELORS SHALL PROVI DE VWRI TTEN
NOTI FI CATI ON TO ALL STUDENTS ENTERI NG THE NI NTH GRADE AND ALL
TRANSFERRI NG STUDENTS | N GRADES 9 THROUGH 12 OF THE CURRI CULUM
REQUI REMENTS FOR STUDENTS TO RECEI VE TUI TI ON ASSI STANCE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-9-79, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-9-79. (1) Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, the
assignment of K-12 School Guidance Counselors to the particul ar
schools within the district shall be at the discretion of the
| ocal school board with the following restrictions:

(a) No individual shall be enployed as a schoo
gui dance counsel or without a mninmumof a Master's Degree in
@ui dance and Counseling, or in an enmergency situation, an
appropriate certification as determ ned by the Conm ssion on
Teacher and Adm ni strator Education, Certification and Licensure
and Devel opnment; and
(b) School gui dance counsel ors shall provide the
fol |l owi ng conprehensi ve counsel i ng services:
(i) Academ c and personal /social counseling;
(ii) Student assessnent and assessment counseli ng;
(iii) Career and educational counseling;
(iv) Individual and group counseling
(large/small);
(v) Crisis intervention and preventive counseli ng;

(vi) Referrals to community agencies;
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(vii) Educational consultations and coll aboration
with teachers, admnistrators, parents and conmunity | eaders;

(viii) Educational and career placenent services;

(i1 x) Followup counseling services;

(x) Conflict resolution; and

(xi) Oher counseling duties or other duties as
assigned by the school principal.

(c) School guidance counsel ors shall provide witten

notification to all students entering the ninth grade and to al

students transferring into the public school systemin Gades 9

through 12 of the curriculumrequirenents for students to receive

tuition assistance under Section 37-157-1.

(2) School guidance counsel ors shall abide by the American
School Counsel or Associ ati on Code of Ethics.

(3) The State Departnent of Education nmay adopt regul ations
regarding the activities of the school guidance counsel or as are
not inconsistent with this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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