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Representati ve Eaton To: Agriculture

HOUSE BI LL NO. 866

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 69- 7-605, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO DELETE SCI ENTI FI C NOVENCLATURE I N THE DEFI NI TI ON OF CATFI SH
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 69-7-605, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69- 7- 605. For purposes of this article, the followi ng terns
shal | have the nmeani ng ascribed herein unless the context
ot herwi se requires:

(a) "Capable of use as human food" neans and shal
apply to any catfish or part or product thereof unless it is
denatured or otherwi se identified as required by regul ations
prescri bed by the conm ssioner to deter its use as hunman food, or
unless it is naturally inedible by humans.

(b) "Catfish" means any species within the famly
Ictaluridae * * *,

(c) "Comm ssioner” neans the Comm ssioner of
Agriculture and Cormerce of the State of M ssissippi.

(d) "Direct retail sale"” nmeans the sale of catfish
products individually or in small quantities directly to the
consurmer.

(e) "Distributor"” nmeans any person offering for sale,
exchange or barter any catfish product destined for direct retai
sale in the State of M ssissippi.

(f) "Label™ means a display of witten, printed or
graphic matter upon or affixed to the container in which a catfish

product is offered for direct retail sale.
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(g) "Labeling" neans all |abels and other witten,
printed or graphic matter upon a catfish product, or any of its
containers or wappers, offered for direct retail sale.

(h) "Pay pond" neans a circunscribed body of water
owned by a person and operated solely for recreational fishing
pur poses on a commercial basis for profit.

(i) "Person" includes any individual, partnership,
corporation and associ ation or other legal entity.

(j) "Processor" nmeans any person engaged in handling,
storing, preparing, manufacturing, packing or holding catfish
pr oducts.

(k) "Producer" neans any person engaged in the business
of harvesting catfish, by any nethod, intended for direct retail
sal e.

(1) "Product" nmeans any catfish product capabl e of use
as human food which is nade wholly or in part fromany catfish or
portion thereof, except products which contain catfish only in
smal | proportions or historically have not been, in the judgnent
of the comm ssioner, considered by consuners as products of the
United States comercial catfish industry and which are exenpted
fromdefinition as a catfish product by the comm ssioner under
such conditions as he nmay prescribe to assure that the catfish or
portions thereof contained therein are not adulterated and that
such products are not represented as catfish products.

(m "Product nane" neans the nane of the catfish item
intended for retail sale which identifies it as to kind, class or
speci fic use.

(n) "Restaurant" nmeans any person offering for sale to
a consuner prepared food for imredi ate consunption.

(0) "Retailer" neans any person offering for sale
catfish products to individual consuners and representing the | ast
sale prior to human consunption except that restaurants and ot her

eating establishments are hereby excl uded.

H B. No. 866 *HRO7/R1343*
04/ HRO7/ R1343
PAGE 2 (MB\HS)



61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

(p) "State Health Oficer"” neans the State Health
Oficer of the State Board of Health, or his designated
representative.
(gq) "Wol esaler"” neans any person offering for sale any
catfish product destined for direct retail sale in the State of
M ssi ssi ppi .
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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