M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Reynolds, Baker (74th), To: Public Health and Hunman
Bl acknon, Brown, Cal houn, Col eman (29th), Services; Appropriations
Cumm ngs, Dedeaux, Eaton, Franks, G bbs,

Green, Holloway, Jennings, Markham WMyhal l

McBride, MI|es, Mak, Mntgonery, Moss,

Pi erce, Robinson (63rd), Rogers (61st), Smith (59th), Vince, Ward,

WAt son, Weat hersby, Whittington, Peranich

HOUSE BI LL NO. 850

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPI SENI OR RX PROGRAM I N THE
OFFI CE OF AG NG AND ADULT SERVI CES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN
SERVI CES; TO PROVI DE THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM IS TO HELP
SENI OR CI Tl ZENS ACCESS PHARVACEUTI CAL MANUFACTURERS' DI SCOUNT
CARDS AND PHARMACEUTI CAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS AND TO ASSI ST SENI ORS
I N APPLYI NG FOR THOSE PROGRAMS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE OFFI CE SHALL
COORDI NATE THE OPERATI ON OF THE PROGRAM W TH OTHER STATE AGENCI ES
THAT SERVE SENI ORS TO MAXI M ZE THE SERVI CES AVAI LABLE AND M NI M ZE
THE PAPERWORK AND | NCONVENI ENCE TO THE SENI ORS; TO SPECI FY THE
10 CRITERIA FOR ELIG@BILITY FOR THE PROGRAM TO PROVI DE THAT THE
11 OFFI CE SHALL PREPARE AND SUBM T AN ANNUAL REPORT ON THE PROGRAM TO
12 CERTAI N STATE OFFI CI ALS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

13 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

14 SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

15 "M ssissippi Senior Rx Program™
16 SECTION 2. As used in this act, the following terns shal

17 have the foll ow ng neanings:

18 (a) "Federal poverty guidelines" neans the npost recent

19 poverty guidelines as published in the Federal Register by the

20 United States Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces.

21 (b) "lIncome" neans income from whatever source derived.
22 (c) "Ofice" neans the Ofice of Aging and Adult

23 Services of the Departnment of Human Servi ces.

24 (d) "Programt means the M ssissippi Senior Rx Program

25 established in this act.

26 SECTION 3. (1) The Legislature finds that the

27 pharmaceutical manufacturers, seeing a need for such prograns,

28 have created drug assistance progranms to aid | owincone seniors

29 with the cost of prescription drugs. The Legislature also finds
30 that many | owinconme seniors are unaware of those prograns or

31 either do not know how to apply for or need assistance in applying

32 for the prograns. It is the intent of the Legislature that a
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program be inplenented to assist seniors in assessing those
progr ans.
(2) The M ssissippi Senior Rx Programis established in the
O fice of Aging and Adult Services of the Departnent of Human
Services to help seniors in accessing pharnmaceuti cal
manuf acturers’ di scount cards and pharmaceuti cal assistance
prograns and to assist seniors in applying for those prograns.
The office shall coordinate the operation of the programw th the
Division of Medicaid, the State Departnent of Health, the
Departnent of Mental Health, and the other offices of the
Departnent of Human Services, to insure that the services
avai |l abl e under the programare maxi m zed and that paperwork and
i nconveni ence to the seniors are mnimzed. The office shal
provi de application fornms for the programto each of those
agencies, so that qualified seniors may apply for the program at
the |l ocal offices of any of those agenci es.
(3) Eigibility shall be limted to residents of the State

of M ssissippi who neet all of the following criteria:

(a) Must be sixty (60) years of age or ol der;

(b) Must have a gross incone that does not exceed three
hundred percent (300% of the federal poverty guidelines; and

(c) Must not have any prescription drug coverage and
nmust not have voluntarily canceled a state or federal prescription
drug programor a private prescription reinbursenment plan within
six (6) nonths before application for enrollnent in the program

SECTION 4. Subject to appropriation for the program the

of fice shall provide assistance to persons determ ned to be
eligible for services authorized by this act. The assistance
provi ded by the office shall include:

(a) Assisting seniors in accessing manufacturers'
phar maceuti cal assistance prograns; and

(b) Assisting seniors in applying for manufacturers

pharmaceuti cal assistance prograns.
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SECTION 5. The office may seek and receive voluntary nonies

fromany sources, including federal funds and gifts, which shal

be expended for the purposes specified in this act. The office

al so may accept voluntary funding in the formof grants avail able
to build conmmunity public sector and private sector partnerships.
The office shall include within the devel opnent of the programthe
assi stance of foundations, independent and chain comunity

phar maci sts, volunteers, state agencies, conmunity groups, area
agenci es on agi ng, corporations, hospitals, physicians, and any
other entity that can further the intent of the program

SECTION 6. The office shall prepare and submt an annual

report on the programto the Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the chairman of the
Senate Public Health and Welfare Commttee and the chairman of the
House Public Health and Human Services Committee. Those reports
shal | include the nunber of clients served, the nunber of
prescriptions filled and refilled, and the val ue of the drugs
provi ded.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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