M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Moss,

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Represent ati ves Bl acknon, Reynol ds, To: Judiciary A
Cumm ngs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 827
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-5-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CONFORM TO THE 2000 CENSUS; TO BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ONS 9- 5- 3,
9-5-9, 9-5-11, 9-5-15, 9-5-19, 9-5-21, 9-5-22, 9-5-23, 9-5-25,
9-5-27, 9-5-29, 9-5-33, 9-5-35, 9-5-38, 9-5-39, 9-5-40, 9-5-41,
9-5-45, 9-5-47, 9-5-49, 9-5-50, 9-5-53, 9-5-55, 9-5-57 AND 9-5-58,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT | N ORDER TO
REDI STRI CT THE CHANCERY COURT DI STRI CTS; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 9- 5-5,
9-5-7, 9-5-13, 9-5-17, 9-5-31, 9-5-36, 9-5-37, 9-5-43, 9-5-51 AND
9-5-54, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REDI STRI CT CERTAI N CHANCERY
COURT DI STRI CTS; TO REVI SE CERTAI N CHANCELLORSHI PS; TO PROVI DE NEW
CHANCELLORS | N CERTAI N CHANCERY COURT DI STRI CTS; TO CREATE
SUBDI STRI CTS | N CERTAI N CHANCERY COURT DI STRI CTS; TO AMEND SECTI ON
9-7-1, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE 2000 CENSUS; TO
BRI NG FORWARD SECTIONS 9-7-3, 9-7-9, 9-7-11, 9-7-13, 9-7-17,
9-7-19, 9-7-20, 9-7-25, 9-7-27, 9-7-30, 9-7-31, 9-7-32, 9-7-34,
9-7-35, 9-7-37, 9-7-39, 9-7-41, 9-7-43, 9-7-47, 9-7-49, 9-7-51,
9-7-55 AND 9-7-57, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, FOR PURPOSES OF
AMENDMENT I'N ORDER TO REDI STRICT THE CIRCU T COURT DI STRI CTS; TO
AMEND SECTI ONS 9-7-5, 9-7-7, 9-7-14, 9-7-15, 9-7-21, 9-7-23,
9-7-29, 9-7-33, 9-7-42, 9-7-44, 9-7-45, 9-7-46, 9-7-53 AND 9-7-54,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REDI STRI CT CERTAIN Cl RCUI T COURT
DI STRICTS; TO CREATE SUBDI STRICTS | N CERTAIN Cl RCU T COURT
DI STRICTS; TO REVI SE CERTAI N JUDGESH PS; TO PROVI DE NEW JUDGES | N
CERTAIN CI RCU T COURT DI STRI CTS; TO CREATE SECTI ON 9-7-59 AND
9-7-60, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CREATE THE TVENTY- TH RD
ClRCU T COURT DI STRI CT; TO CREATE SECTIONS 9-7-61 AND 9-7-62,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CREATE THE TWENTY- FOURTH Cl RCUI T
COURT DI STRI CT FROM AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2014; TO AMEND SECTI ONS
23-15-982 AND 23-15-983, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY
THERETG, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-5-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-5-1. A chancellor shall be elected for and from each of
the chancery court districts as provided in this chapter and the
listing of individual precincts shall be those precincts as they
exi sted on Cctober 1, 2000. He shall hold court in any other
district with the consent of the chancellor thereof when in their
opinion the public interest may be thereby pronoted. The terns of
all chancellors elected at the regular election for the year 1930

shall begin on the first day of January, 1931, and their terns of
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office shall continue for four (4) years. A chancellor shall be a
resident of the district in which he serves but shall not be
required to be a resident of a subdistrict if the district is

di vided into subdistricts.

SECTION 2. Section 9-5-3, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-3. (1) The state shall be divided into an appropriate
nunber of chancery court districts, severally nunbered and
conprised of the counties as set forth in the sections which
follow. A court to be styled "The Chancery Court of the County of

shall be held in each county, and within each judicial
district of a county having two (2) judicial districts, at |east
twce a year. Fromand after January 1, 1995, the dates upon
whi ch court shall be held in chancery court districts consisting
of a single county shall be the sane dates state agencies and
political subdivisions are open for business excluding | egal
hol i days. The dates upon which terns shall commence and the
nunber of days for which terns shall continue in chancery court
districts consisting of nore than one (1) county shall be set by
order of the chancellor in accordance with the provisions of
subsection (2) of this section. A matter in court may extend past
such terns if the interest of justice so requires.

(2) An order establishing the commencenent and continuation
of ternms of court for each of the counties within a chancery court
district consisting of nore than one (1) county shall be entered
annual |y and not later than Cctober 1 of the year inmmediately
precedi ng the cal endar year for which such terns of court are to
becone effective. Notice of the dates upon which the terns of
court shall comence and the nunber of days for which such terns
shall continue in each of the counties wthin a chancery court
district shall be posted in the office of the chancery clerk of
each county within the district and nmailed to the office of the

Secretary of State for publication and distribution to all nenbers
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of the Mssissippi Bar. 1In the event that an order is not tinely
entered as herein provided, the terns of court for each of the
counties within any such chancery court district shall remain
unchanged for the next cal endar year.

(3) The nunber of chancel |l orshi ps for each chancery court
district shall be determ ned by the Legislature based upon the
follow ng criteria:

(a) The popul ation of the district;

(b) The nunber of cases filed in the district;

(c) The case |load of each chancellor in the district;

(d) The geographic area of the district;

(e) An analysis of the needs of the district by the
court personnel of the district; and

(f) Any other appropriate criteria.

(4) The Judicial College of the University of M ssissipp
Law Center and the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall determ ne
t he appropriate:

(a) Specific data to be collected as a basis for
appl ying the above criteri a;

(b) Method of collecting and maintaining the specified
data; and

(c) Method of assimlating the specified data.

(5) In adistrict having nore than one (1) office of
chancel l or, there shall be no distinction whatsoever in the
powers, duties and enolunments of those offices except that the
chancel | or who has been for the |longest tinme continuously a
chancel l or of that court or, should no chancellor have served
| onger in office than the others, the chancell or who has been for
the I ongest tine a nenber of the M ssissippi Bar, shall be the
senior chancellor. The senior chancellor shall have the right to
assign causes and dockets and to set ternms in districts consisting

of nore than one (1) county.
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SECTION 3. Section 9-5-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-5-5. (1) The First Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:
(a) Alcorn County;
(b) Itawanba County;
(c) Lee County;
(d) Monroe County;
(e) Pontotoc County;
(f) Prentiss County;
(g) Tishom ngo County; and
(h) Union County.
(2) The First Chancery Court District shall be divided into

two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:

(a) Subdistrict 1-1 shall consist of |Itawanba, Lee,

Monr oe, Pontotoc and Uni on Counti es.

(b) Subdistrict 1-2 shall consist of Al corn, Prentiss

and Ti shom ngo Counti es.

SECTION 4. Section 9-5-7, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:
9-5-7. (1) There shall be four (4) chancellors for the

First Chancery Court District. Three (3) chancellors shall be

el ected from Subdistrict 1-1 and one (1) chancellor shall be

el ected from Subdistrict 1-2.

(2) For purposes of appointnent and el ection, the three (3)

chancel l orships in Subdistrict 1-1 shall be separate and distinct

and denom nated for purposes of appointnent and el ection only as

"Pl ace One," "Place Two" and "Pl ace Three."

SECTION 5. Section 9-5-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-9. The Second Chancery Court District shall be conprised
of the follow ng counties:

(a) Jasper County;
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(b) Newton County; and
(c) Scott County.
SECTION 6. Section 9-5-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-5-11. (1) The Third Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:
(a) DeSoto County;
(b) Grenada County;
(c) Montgonery County;
(d) Panol a County;
(e) Tate County; and
(f) Yal obusha County.
(2) The Third Chancery Court District shall be divided into
two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:
(a) Subdistrict 3-1 shall consist of DeSoto County.
(b) Subdistrict 3-2 shall consist of G enada County,
Mont gonery County, Panola County, Tate County and Yal obusha
County.
SECTION 7. Section 9-5-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-5-13. (1) There shall be three (3) chancellors for the
Third Chancery Court District.
(2) One (1) chancellor of Subdistrict 3-1 shall be elected

fromSubdistrict 3-1. * * * Two (2) chancellors * * * shall be

el ected from Subdistrict 3-2.

(3) For purposes of appointnent and el ection, the two (2)

chancel |l orships in Subdistrict 3-2 shall be separate and distinct

and denom nated for purposes of appointnent and el ection only as

"Pl ace One" and "Place Two."

SECTION 8. Section 9-5-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-5-15. The Fourth Chancery Court District shall be

conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:
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(a) Amte County;
(b) Franklin County;
(c) Pike County; and
(d) walthall County.
SECTION 9. Section 9-5-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-5-17. (1) The Fifth Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of H nds County.
(2) The Fifth Chancery Court District shall be divided into
the following four (4) subdistricts:
(a) Subdistrict 5-1 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in H nds County: Precincts 33, 34, 35, 36, 44, 45, 46,
78, 79, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 92, 93, 96, 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9,
10, 32, 47 and 97.
(b) Subdistrict 5-2 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in H nds County: Precincts 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43,
80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, * * * 27, * * *
29, 30 and 85, Brownsville, Cynthia, Pocahontas and Tinnin
Precincts.
(c) Subdistrict 5-3 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in H nds County: Precincts 21, 22, 23, 25, 28, 31, 86,
58, 59, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 89, 24, 26, 54, 55, 56, 57, 60,
61, 62, 18, 19, 20, 50, 51, 52, 53, 63 and 64 and Jackson State

Precinct.
(d) Subdistrict 5-4 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in H nds County: Precincts 94, 95, 87, 88, 90 and 91,

Bol t on, Edwards, Pine Haven, Uica 1, Uica 2, Byram1l, Byram 2

Cayuga, Learned, Cdinton 1, Cdinton 2, Cinton 3, dinton 4,

Cinton 5 dinton 6, Raynond 1, Raynond 2, Spring Ridge, St.

Thomas, O d Byram Terry, Chapel H |l and Dry G ove Precincts.
SECTI ON 10. Section 9-5-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as foll ows:
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9-5-19. (1) There shall be four (4) chancellors for the
Fifth Chancery Court District. One (1) chancellor shall be
el ected fromeach subdistrict.

(2) Wile there shall be no |imtation whatsoever upon the
powers and duties of the said chancellors other than as cast upon
them by the Constitution and |laws of this state, the court in the
First Judicial District of H nds County, in the discretion of the
seni or chancellor, may be divided into four (4) divisions as a
matter of convenience by the entry of an order upon the m nutes of
t he court.

SECTI ON 11. Section 9-5-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-21. The Sixth Chancery Court District shall be conprised
of the follow ng counties:

(a) Attala County;
(b) Carroll County;
(c) Choctaw County;
(d) Kenper County;
(e) Neshoba County; and
(f) Wnston County.

SECTI ON 12. Section 9-5-22, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-22. There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Sixth
Chancery Court District.

SECTI ON 13. Section 9-5-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-23. (1) The Seventh Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:

(a) Bolivar County;
(b) Coahoma County;
(c) Leflore County;
(d) Quitman County;

(e) Tallahatchie County; and
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(f) Tunica County.

(2) The Seventh Chancery Court District shall be divided
into two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:

(a) Subdistrict 7-1 shall consist of Bolivar County and
Coahoma County;

(b) Subdistrict 7-2 shall consist of Leflore County,
Qui tman County, Tallahatchie County and Tuni ca County.

SECTION 14. Section 9-5-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-25. There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Seventh
Chancery Court District. One (1) chancellor shall be elected from
each subdistrict.

SECTI ON 15. Section 9-5-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-27. The Eighth Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:

(a) Hancock County;
(b) Harrison County; and
(c) Stone County.

SECTI ON 16. Section 9-5-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-29. (1) There shall be four (4) chancellors for the
Ei ght h Chancery Court District.

(2) For purposes of appointnent and el ection, the four (4)
chancel | orshi ps shall be separate and distinct and denom nated for
pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One," "Place
Two, " "Place Three" and "Pl ace Four."

(3) Wiile there shall be no limtation whatsoever upon the
powers and duties of said chancellors other than as cast upon them
by the Constitution and laws of this state, the court in the
Ei ghth Chancery Court District, in the discretion of the senior

chancellor, may be divided into four (4) divisions as a matter of
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conveni ence by the entry of an order upon the m nutes of the
court.
SECTION 17. Section 9-5-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-5-31. (1) The Ninth Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:
(a) Hunphreys County;
(b) Issaquena County;
(c) Sharkey County;
(d) Sunflower County;
(e) Warren County; and
(f) Washington County.
(2) The Ninth Chancery Court District shall be divided into
three (3) subdistricts as foll ows:
(a) Subdistrict 9-1 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in the follow ng counties:
(1) Sunflower County: Indianola 3 North,
I ndi anola 3 South, Ruleville, Boyer-Linn, Fairview Hale, Rone,
Sunfl ower Pl antation, Drew and Ruleville North Precincts; and
(i1i1) Washington County: Buster Brown Comrunity
Center, Extension Building, Faith Lutheran Church, Brent Center,
WIlliam Percy Library, American Legion, Metcalf Gty Hall, Elks
Cl ub, Leland Health Departnment Cinic, Leland Light and Water
Plant and Geenville Industrial College Precincts.
(b) Subdistrict 9-2 shall consist of Hunphreys County
and the follow ng precincts in the follow ng counties:
(1) Sunflower County: Inverness, Indianola 1,
Moor head, |ndianola 2 Wst, Indianola 2 East, Sunflower, Indianola

3 Northeast, Doddsville and Sunflower 4 Precincts; and

(1i1) Washington County: St. Janes Epi scopa
Church, Sw ftwater Baptist Church, Gen Allan Health Cinic,
Italian Cub, Ward's Recreation Center, Avon Health Center, Arcola

Cty Hall, Kapco Co., Hollandale City Hall, Darlove Bapti st
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Church, Mangel ardi Bourbon Store and Grace Mt hodi st Church
Precincts.

(c) Subdistrict 9-3 shall consist of |ssaquena County,
Shar key County and Warren County.

SECTI ON 18. Section 9-5-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-33. There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Ninth
Chancery Court District. One (1) chancellor shall be elected from
each subdistrict.

SECTI ON 19. Section 9-5-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-35. The Tenth Chancery Court District shall be conprised
of the follow ng counties:

(a) Forrest County;

(b) Lamar County;

(c) Marion County;

(d) Pearl River County; and
(e) Perry County.

SECTI ON 20. Section 9-5-36, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-5-36. (1) There shall be four (4) chancellors for the
Tenth Chancery Court District.

(2) For purposes of appointnent and el ection, the four (4)
chancel | orshi ps shall be separate and distinct and denom nated for
pur poses of appoi ntnent and election only as "Place One," "Place

Two," * * * "Place Three" and "Place Four," respectively. The

chancellor to fill Place One shall be a resident of Forrest,

Lamar, Marion, Pearl River or Perry County. The chancellor to

fill Place Two shall be a resident of Lamar, Marion, Pearl River
or Perry County. The chancellor to fill Place Three shall be a
resident of Forrest County. The chancellor to fill Place Four

shall be a resident of Forrest, Lanmar, Marion, Pearl River or

Perry County. Election of the four (4) offices of chancellor
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336 shall be by election to be held in every county wthin the Tenth
337 Chancery Court District of M ssissippi.

338 SECTI ON 21. Section 9-5-37, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
339 anmended as foll ows:

340 9-5-37. (1) The Eleventh Chancery Court District shall be

341 conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:

342 (a) Hol mes County;

343 (b) Leake County;

344 (c) Madison County; and

345 (d) Yazoo County.

346 (2) The Eleventh Chancery Court District shall be divided

347 into two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:

348 (a) Subdistrict 11-1 shall consist of Hol mes County,
349 Yazoo County and Canton Precinct 4, Canton Precinct 5, Smth
350 School, Magnolia Heights, Flora and Bible Church Precincts of

351 Madi son County;
352 (b) Subdistrict 11-2 shall consist of Leake County and
353 Ratliff Ferry, Madisonville, Trace Harbor, Canton Precinct 1,

354 Canton Precinct 2, Canton Precinct 3, Canton Precinct 7, Canmeron

355 Street, Main Harbor, Victory Baptist Church, Bear Creek, Madison

356 1, Madison 2, Madison 3, Ridgeland 1, Ridgeland 3, Ri dgel and 4,

357 Ridgeland First Methodi st Church, d uckstadt, Lorman/Cavali er,

358 Tougal oo, Cobbl estone Church of God, Hi ghl and Col ony Bapti st

359 Church, \Wisper Lake, Virlilia, Liberty, New Industrial Park,

360 Madi son County Baptist Famly Life Center, Caneron, Couparle,

361 Canden, Sharon and Luther Branson School Precincts of Madison

362 County.

363 SECTI ON 22. Section 9-5-38, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

364 brought forward as foll ows:

365 9-5-38. There shall be two (2) chancellors for the El eventh
366 Chancery Court District. One (1) chancellor shall be elected from

367 each subdistrict.

H B. No. 827 *HRO3/R1159PH*
04/ HRO3/ RL159PH
PAGE 11 (CIR\LH)



368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400

SECTI ON 23. Section 9-5-39, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-5-39. The Twelfth Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:
(a) darke County; and
(b) Lauderdal e County.
SECTI ON 24. Section 9-5-40, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-5-40. There shall be two (2) judges for the Twelfth
Chancery Court District.
SECTI ON 25. Section 9-5-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-5-41. The Thirteenth Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:
(a) Covington County;
(b) Jefferson Davis County;
(c) Lawrence County;
(d) Sinpson County; and
(e) Smth County.
SECTI ON 26. Section 9-5-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-5-43. (1) The Fourteenth Chancery Court District shall
conprised of the follow ng counties:
(a) Chi ckasaw County;
(b) day County;
(c) Lowndes County;
(d) Noxubee County;
(e) Cktibbeha County; and
(f) Webster County.

be

(2) The Fourteenth Chancery Court District shall be divided

into three (3) subdistricts as foll ows:

(a) Subdistrict 14-1 shall consist of Chickasaw County,

Webster County and the follow ng precincts in Cktibbeha County:
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West Starkville, Adaton, North Longview, Self Creek, Double
Springs, Northeast Starkville, East Starkville, North Starkville,
Maben, South Starkville, South Longview, Craig Springs, Bradley,
Center Grove and Sturgis Precincts.
(b) Subdistrict 14-2 shall consist of the foll ow ng

precincts in the follow ng counties:

(1) day County: Vinton, East West Point, Siloam
Central West Point, South West Point and Cedar Bl uff Precincts;
and

(i11) Lowndes County: Cal edonia, Steens A, Steens
B, Caldwell, Stokes Beard B, Fairview, Sale, Rural H Il B, Lee
Hi gh, Brandon A, Brandon B, Franklin A, Franklin B, Air Base A,

Air Base B, Air Base C, Air Base D, Steens C, Rural H Il A New

Hope A, Mtchell, New Hope B, Union Acadeny A and University A
Precincts.
(c) Subdistrict 14-3 shall consist of Noxubee County
and the follow ng precincts in the follow ng counties:
(1) day County: North West Point, Union Star,
Ti bbee, Cairo, Caradine, Una, West Point, Pheba and Pine Bl uff
Precincts;

(11) Lowndes County: Co-op A, Co-op B, Trinity,

Col eman, Stokes Beard A, Fairgrounds A, Fairgrounds B, Fairgrounds

C, Coleman, Plum G ove A, Ctawford A, Hunt C, Hunt B, Hunt A
Uni on Acadeny B, University B, Wst Lowndes, Artesia, Myhew,
Crawford B, Crawford C, New Hope C, Plum G ove B and Plum G ove C

Precincts; and
(i) Oktibbeha County: Gsborn, Hi ckory G ove,
Bel | School house, Central Starkville, Gllespie Street Center,
Sessunms and Cktoc Precincts.
SECTI ON 27. Section 9-5-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as foll ows:
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9-5-45. There shall be three (3) chancellors for the
Fourteenth Chancery Court District. One (1) chancellor shall be
el ected from each subdistrict.

SECTI ON 28. Section 9-5-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-47. The Fifteenth Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:
(a) Copiah County; and
(b) Lincoln County.

SECTI ON 29. Section 9-5-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as foll ows:
9-5-49. The Sixteenth Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:
(a) George County;
(b) G eene County; and
(c) Jackson County.
SECTI ON 30. Section 9-5-50, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-5-50. (1) There shall be three (3) chancellors for the
Si xteent h Chancery Court District.
(2) For the purposes of appointnent and el ection, the three
(3) chancel | orshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and denom nat ed
for purposes of appointnent and election only as "Place One,"
"Place Two" and "Pl ace Three."
SECTI ON 31. Section 9-5-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-5-51. (1) The Seventeenth Chancery Court District shall
be conprised of the follow ng counties:
(a) Adanms County,;
(b) daiborne County;
(c) Jefferson County; and
(d) WIKkinson County.
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(2) The Seventeenth Chancery Court District shall be divided

into two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:

(a) Subdistrict 17-1 shall consist of C aiborne County,
Jefferson County, and the follow ng precincts in Adans
County: * * * Palestine, Northside School, Thonpson, Pine Ridge,
Airport * * * and Washi ngton Precincts.

(b) Subdistrict 17-2 shall consist of WIkinson County
and the follow ng precincts in Adans County: Courthouse, By-Pass
Fire Station, Coverdale, Bellenont, Carpenter * * * Duncan Park,

Beau Pre, Kingston, Concord, Convention Center, Maryland Hei ghts,

Li berty Park, Morgantown, Foster Mund and Oakl and Precincts.

(3) There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Seventeenth
Chancery Court District. One (1) chancellor shall be elected from
each subdistrict.

SECTI ON 32. Section 9-5-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-5-53. The Eighteenth Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:

(a) Benton County;

(b) Cal houn County;

(c) Lafayette County;

(d) Marshall County; and
(e) Tippah County.

SECTI ON 33. Section 9-5-54, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-5-54. (1) There shall be two (2) chancellors for the
Ei ght eenth Chancery Court District.

(2) For the purposes of appointnent and el ection, the two

(2) chancell orshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and denom nat ed

for purposes of appointnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTION 34. Section 9-5-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as foll ows:
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9-5-55. The N neteenth Chancery Court District shall be

conprised of the follow ng counties:
(a) Jones County; and
(b) Wayne County.

SECTI ON 35. Section 9-5-57, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-57. The Twentieth Chancery Court District shall be
conprised of Rankin County.

SECTION 36. Section 9-5-58, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-5-58. There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Twentieth
Chancery Court District. For purposes of appoi ntnent and el ection
the two (2) chancel l orships shall be separate and distinct and
denom nated for purposes of appointnent and el ection only as
"Pl ace One" and "Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 37. Section 9-7-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-1. A circuit judge shall be elected for and from each
circuit court district and the listing of individual precincts
shal | be those precincts as they existed on October 1, 2000. He
may hold court in any other district with the consent of the judge
thereof, when in their opinion the public interest may require.
The ternms of all circuit judges hereafter elected shall begin on
the first day of January, 1931, and their ternms of office shal
continue for four (4) years. A circuit judge shall be a resident
of the district in which he or she serves but shall not be
required to be a resident of a subdistrict if the district is
di vided into subdistricts.

SECTI ON 38. Section 9-7-3, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-3. (1) The state is divided into an appropriate nunber
of circuit court districts severally nunbered and conprised of the

counties as set forth in the sections which follow A court to be
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styled "The Circuit Court of the County of __ " shall be held in
each county, and within each judicial district of a county having
two (2) judicial districts, at least twwce a year. Fromand after
January 1, 1995, the dates upon which court shall be held in
circuit court districts consisting of a single county shall be the
sane dates state agencies and political subdivisions are open for
busi ness excluding | egal holidays. The dates upon which terns
shal |l comence and t he nunber of days for which such terns shal
continue in circuit court districts consisting of nore than one
(1) county shall be set by order of the circuit court judge in
accordance wth the provisions of subsection (2) of this section.
A matter in court may extend past such times if the interest of
justice so requires.

(2) An order establishing the commencenent and conti nuati on
of terms of court for each of the counties within a circuit court
district consisting of nore than one (1) county shall be entered
annual ly and not |later than Cctober 1 of the year inmmediately
precedi ng the cal endar year for which such terns of court are to
becone effective. Notice of the dates upon which the terns of
court shall comence and the nunber of days for which such terns
shall continue in each of the counties within a circuit court
district shall be posted in the office of the circuit clerk of
each county within the district and nmailed to the office of the
Secretary of State for publication and distribution to all nenbers
of the Mssissippi Bar. 1In the event that an order is not tinely
entered as herein provided, the terns of court for each of the
counties within any such circuit court district shall remain
unchanged for the next cal endar year. A certified copy of any
order entered under the provisions of this subsection shall,

i mredi ately upon the entry thereof, be delivered to the clerk of
the board of supervisors in each of the counties within the

circuit court district.
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(3) The nunber of judges in each circuit court district
shall be determ ned by the Legislature based upon the foll ow ng
criteria:

(a) The popul ation of the district;

(b) The nunber of cases filed in the district;

(c) The case |load of each judge in the district;

(d) The geographic area of the district;

(e) An analysis of the needs of the district by the
court personnel of the district; and

(f) Any other appropriate criteria.

(4) The Judicial College of the University of M ssissipp
Law Center and the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall determ ne
t he appropriate:

(a) Specific data to be collected as a basis for
appl ying the above criteri a;

(b) Method of collecting and maintaining the specified
data; and

(c) Method of assimlating the specified data.

(5 In adistrict having nore than one (1) office of circuit
judge, there shall be no distinction whatsoever in the powers,
duties and enol unents of those offices except that the judge who
has been for the | ongest tine continuously a judge of that court
or, should no judge have served longer in office than the others,
the judge who has been for the | ongest tine a nenber of the
M ssi ssippi Bar, shall be the senior judge. The senior judge
shall have the right to assign causes and dockets and to set terns
in districts consisting of nore than one (1) county.

SECTION 39. Section 9-7-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-5. (1) The First GCrcuit Court D strict shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:

(a) Alcorn County;

(b) Itawanba County;
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(c) Lee County;

(d) Monroe County;

(e) Pontotoc County;

(f) Prentiss County; and
(g) Tishom ngo County.

(2) The First Crcuit Court District shall be divided into

two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:

(a) Subdistrict 1-1 shall consist of Al corn, Prentiss

and Ti shom ngo Counties; and

(b) Subdistrict 1-2 shall consist of |Itawanba, Lee,

Monroe and Pont ot oc Counti es.

SECTI ON 40. Section 9-7-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-7-7. (1) There shall be four (4) judges for the First

Circuit Court District. One (1) judge shall be elected from

Subdi strict 1-1 and three (3) judges shall be elected from

Subdi strict 1-2.

(2) For purposes of appointnent and el ection, the three (3)

judgeshi ps in Subdistrict 1-2 shall be separate and distinct and

denom nated for purposes of appointnent and el ection only as

"Pl ace One," "Place Two" and "Pl ace Three."

SECTI ON 41. Section 9-7-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-9. The Second Circuit Court District shall be conprised
of the follow ng counties:
(a) Hancock County;
(b) Harrison County; and
(c) Stone County.
SECTI ON 42. Section 9-7-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-11. (1) There shall be four (4) circuit judges for the

Second Circuit Court District.
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(2) For the purposes of appointnment and el ection the four
(4) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denom nated for
pur poses of appoi ntnent and election only as "Place One," "Place
Two, " "Place Three" and "Pl ace Four."
SECTI ON 43. Section 9-7-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-13. The Third Circuit Court District shall be conprised
of the follow ng counties:
(a) Benton County;
(b) Cal houn County;
(c) Chi ckasaw County;
(d) Lafayette County;
(e) Marshall County;
(f) Tippah County; and
(g) Union County.
SECTION 44. Section 9-7-14, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-7-14. (1) There shall be two (2) circuit judges for the
Third Crcuit Court District.

(2) For purposes of appointnent and el ection, the two (2)

judgeshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 45. Section 9-7-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-7-15. (1) The Fourth Crcuit Court District shall be
conposed of the follow ng counties:
(a) Leflore County;
(b) Sunflower County; and
(c) Washington County.
(2) The Fourth Circuit Court District shall be divided into

four (4) subdistricts as follows:
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(a) Subdistrict 4-1 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in the follow ng counties:
(1) Leflore County: Mnter City, North G eenwood,
Money, Northeast G eenwood, Schlater, Wst G eenwood, M ssissipp
Vall ey State University and Sout heast G eenwood Precincts; and
(1i) Sunflower County: Ruleville, Rone, Sunflower
Pl antation, Drew, Doddsville, Boyer-Linn, Fairview Hale and
Rul eville North Precincts.
(b) Subdistrict 4-2 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in the follow ng counties:
(1) Sunflower County: Indianola 1, Sunflower,
I ndi anola 3 North, Indianola 3 South, |ndianola 3 Northeast and

Sunfl ower 4 Precincts; and

(1i1) Washington County: Extension Building, Faith
Lut heran Church, Anerican Legion, Metcalfe Cty Hall, El ks C ub,
Lel and Health Departnent Cinic, Leland Light and Water Plant and
Geenville Industrial College Precincts.
(c) Subdistrict 4-3 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in the follow ng counties:
(1) Leflore County: East G eenwood Sub-A, East
G eenwood Sub-B, Central G eenwood, North Itta Bena, South Itta
Bena, Sout hwest G eenwood, Rising Sun, Sidon, Mrgan Cty,
Swi ftown and Sout h G eenwood Precincts;
(i1) Sunflower County: Moorhead, |nverness,
| ndi anol a 2 West and | ndi anola 2 East Precincts; and
(ti1) Washington County: Arcola Gty Hall
Hol | andale City Hall, Darlove Baptist Church and Mangel ardi
Bour bon Store Precincts.
(d) Subdistrict 4-4 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in Washington County: St. James Episcopal Church
Swi ftwater Baptist Church, Aen Allan Health dinic, Italian d ub,

Ward's Recreation Center, Buster Brown Conmunity Center, Avon
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Heal th Center, Kapco Conpany, Brent Center, WIIliam Percy Library
and Grace Methodi st Church Precincts.

(3) The local contributions required for the nai ntenance of
the Fourth Crcuit Court District shall be paid on a pro rata
basi s each by Leflore, Sunflower and Washi ngton Counti es.

SECTI ON 46. Section 9-7-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-17. There shall be four (4) circuit judges for the
Fourth Grcuit Court District. One (1) circuit judge shall be
el ected fromeach subdistrict.

SECTI ON 47. Section 9-7-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-19. The Fifth Crcuit Court District shall be conprised
of the follow ng counties:

(a) Attala County;

(b) Carroll County;

(c) Choctaw County;

(d) Genada County;

(e) Montgonery County;
(f) Webster County; and
(g) Wnston County.

SECTI ON 48. Section 9-7-20, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-20. There shall be two (2) judges for the Fifth Grcuit
Court District.

SECTI ON 49. Section 9-7-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-21. (1) The Sixth Grcuit Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:

(a) Adanms County;
(b) Amte County;
(c) Franklin County; and

(d) WIkinson County.
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(2) The Sixth GCrcuit Court District shall be divided into
two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:
(a) Subdistrict 6-1 shall consist of WIkinson County
and the follow ng precincts in the follow ng counties:
(1) Adans County: Courthouse, By-Pass Fire
Station, Coverdale, Carpenter * * * Concord, Mryland Hei ghts,
Nort hsi de School, Thonpson, Pine R dge and Airport * * *
Precincts; and
(1i) Amte County: doster, Ariel, Honochitto,
Crosby, East Centreville, Street and Berw ck Precincts.
(b) Subdistrict 6-2 shall consist of Franklin County,

and the follow ng precincts in the follow ng counties:

(i) Amte County: East doster, Liberty, New

Zion, Zion HIIl, Amte River, Oneil, East Fork, East Liberty,

Sm t hdal e, Tangi pahoa, Riceville, South Liberty, Tickfaw and Walls

Preci ncts.
(ii) Adans County: Bellenont, Duncan Park, Beau

Pre, Kingston, Convention Center, Liberty Park, Palestine,

Mor gant own, Foster Mund, OGakl and and Washi ngton Precincts.

(3) There shall be two (2) circuit judges for the Sixth
Circuit Court District. One (1) judge shall be elected from each
subdi strict.

SECTI ON 50. Section 9-7-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-23. (1) The Seventh Crcuit Court District shall be
conprised of H nds County.

(2) The Seventh Crcuit Court District shall be divided into
four (4) subdistricts in H nds County as foll ows:

(a) Subdistrict 7-1 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in Hnds County: Precincts 33, 34, 35, 36, 44, 45, 46,
78, 79, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 92, 93, 96, 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9,
10, 32, 47 and 97.
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(b) Subdistrict 7-2 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in H nds County: Precincts 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43,
80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30
and 85, Brownsville, Cynthia, Pocahontas and Tinnin Precincts.

(c) Subdistrict 7-3 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in Hnds County: Precincts 21, 22, 25, 31, 86, 58, 59,
66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 89, 24, 26, 54, 55, 56, 57, 60, 61, 62,
18, 19, 20, 50, 51, 52, 53, 63, 64, 87, 88 and 90 and Jackson

State Precinct.

(d) Subdistrict 7-4 shall consist of the follow ng
precincts in H nds County: Precincts 94, 95, * * * and 91,

Bol t on, Edwards, Pine Haven, Uica 1, Uica 2, Byram1l, Byram 2

Cayuga, Learned, Cdinton 1, Cinton 2, Cinton 3, dinton 4,
Cinton 5, dinton 6, Raynond 1, Raynond 2, Spring Ridge, St.
Thomas, O d Byram Terry, Chapel H |l and Dry G ove Precincts.

SECTI ON 51. Section 9-7-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-25. (1) There shall be four (4) circuit judges for the
Seventh GCircuit Court District. One (1) judge shall be elected
from each subdistrict.

(2) Wile there shall be no |imtation whatsoever upon the
powers and duties of the said judges other than as cast upon them
by the Constitution and |aws of this state, the court in the First
Judicial District of H nds County, in the discretion of the senior
circuit judge, may be divided into civil and crim nal divisions as
a matter of convenience, by the entry of an order upon the m nutes
of the court.

SECTI ON 52. Section 9-7-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-27. (1) The Eighth Crcuit Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:

(a) Leake County;

(b) Neshoba County;
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789 (c) Newton County; and

790 (d) Scott County.

791 (2) There shall be two (2) judges for the Eighth Grcuit
792 Court District. The initial termfor the second judgeship created
793 under this section shall begin on the effective date of Laws,
794 1997, Ch. 378, and shall end at the sanme tine as for circuit
795 judges generally.

796 (3) For purposes of appointnent and el ection, the two (2)
797 judgeshi ps shall be separate and distinct and denom nated for
798 purposes of appointnent and el ection only as "Place One" and
799 "Place Two."

800 SECTI ON 53. Section 9-7-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
801 anmended as foll ows:

802 9-7-29. (1) The Ninth Grcuit Court District shall be

803 conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:

804 (a) Issaquena County;

805 (b) Sharkey County; and

806 (c) Warren County.

807 (2) The Ninth Crcuit Court District shall be divided into

808 two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:

809 (a) Subdistrict 9-1 shall consist of Issaquena County,
810 Sharkey County and the follow ng precincts in Warren County: St.
811 Aloysius, Kings, Cedar Gove, 3-61 Store, Auditorium Brunsw ck,
812 Vicksburg Junior Hi gh School and Anerican Legi on Precincts.

813 (b) Subdistrict 9-2 shall consist of the follow ng
814 precincts in Warren County: Oak R dge, Bovina, Culkin, Redwood,
815 Nunber 7 Firestation, Jett, El ks Cub, Goodrum Church, Yokena,

816 Plunbers Hall, Y.MC A, Mose Lodge and Tingleville Precincts.
817 SECTI ON 54. Section 9-7-30, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
818 brought forward as foll ows:

819 9-7-30. There shall be two (2) judges for the Ninth Grcuit
820 Court District. One (1) judge shall be elected from each

821 subdistrict.

H B. No. 827 *HRO3/R1159PH*
04/ HRO3/ RL159PH
PAGE 25 (CIR\LH)



822
823
824
825
826
827
828
829
830
831
832
833
834
835
836
837
838
839
840
841
842
843
844
845
846
847
848
849
850
851
852
853
854

SECTI ON 55. Section 9-7-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-31. The Tenth Circuit Court District shall be conprised
of the follow ng counties:
(a) darke County;
(b) Kenper County;
(c) Lauderdal e County; and
(d) Wayne County.
SECTI ON 56. Section 9-7-32, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-32. There shall be two (2) judges for the Tenth G rcuit
Court District.
SECTI ON 57. Section 9-7-33, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-7-33. (1) The Eleventh Circuit Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:
(a) Bolivar County;
(b) Coahoma County;
(c) Quitman County; and
(d) Tunica County.
(2) The Eleventh Circuit Court District shall be divided
into three (3) subdistricts as foll ows:
(a) Subdistrict 11-1 shall consist of the foll ow ng
precincts fromthe follow ng counties:

(1) Bolivar County: @unnison, Wst Rosedal e, East

Rosedal e, Pace, Pl easant G een, Beul ah, Roundl ake/ Deeson, Benoit,

Scott, Northwest O eveland, C evel and Courthouse, * * * \West
Cl evel and, Longshot, North C evel and, Skene, Shaw, Boyle, Choctaw
and Stringtown Precincts; and
(i1) Coahoma County: Sherard, d arksdale 2-4,
Rena Lara, and Bobo Precincts.
(b) Subdistrict 11-2 shall consist of the foll ow ng

precincts fromthe follow ng counties:
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(i) Bolivar County: Alligator-Duncan, Shel by,

Mound Bayou, Wnstonville, Merigold, Renova, East Central

Cl evel and, West Central O evel and, C evel and Eastgate, South

Cl evel and and East C evel and Precincts;
(i1) Coahoma County: Dublin, Cagle Crossing and
Roundway Precincts; and

(ti1) Quitman County: Sout hwest Marks, West

Lanbert and Lanbert * * * Precincts.
(c) Subdistricts 11-3 shall consist of Tunica County
and the follow ng precincts in the follow ng counties:
(i) Coahoma County: Lula, Farrell, Friars Point,

Lyon, C arksdale 1-4, * * * (Clarksdale 3-3, O arksdal e 3-4,

Cl arksdal e 4-2, d arksdale 4-3, d arksdale 5-4, * * * Coahona and

Jonest own Precincts; and
(i1) Quitman County: Crenshaw, Sl edge, * * *
Darling, Belen, Northwest Marks, Northeast Mrks, East Marks- NE

Lanbert and Crowder Precincts.

SECTI ON 58. Section 9-7-34, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-34. There shall be three (3) judges for the Eleventh
Circuit Court District. One (1) judge shall be elected from each
subdi strict.

SECTI ON 59. Section 9-7-35, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-35. The Twelfth Crcuit Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:

(a) Forrest County; and
(b) Perry County.

SECTI ON 60. Section 9-7-37, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-37. The Thirteenth Grcuit Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:

(a) Covington County;
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915
916
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(b) Jasper County;
(c) Sinpson County; and
(d) Smth County.
SECTI ON 61. Section 9-7-39, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-39. (1) The Fourteenth Crcuit Court District shall be
conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:
(a) Lincoln County;
(b) Pike County; and
(c) Wwalthall County.
(2) There shall be two (2) judges for the Fourteenth Crcuit
Court District.
SECTI ON 62. Section 9-7-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-41. The Fifteenth Crcuit Court D strict shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:
(a) Jefferson Davis County;
(b) Lamar County;
(c) Lawrence County;
(d) Marion County; and
(e) Pearl River County.
SECTI ON 63. Section 9-7-42, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-7-42. (1) There shall be three (3) judges for the
Fifteenth Crcuit Court D strict.

(2) For the purposes of appointnent and el ection, the three

(3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One," "Place

Two" and "Place Three."

SECTI ON 64. Section 9-7-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-43. The Sixteenth Crcuit Court District shall be

conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:
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(a) day County;
(b) Lowndes County;
(c) Noxubee County; and
(d) Oktibbeha County.
SECTI ON 65. Section 9-7-44, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-7-44. There shall be three (3) judges for the Sixteenth
Circuit Court District.
SECTI ON 66. Section 9-7-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
[Until January 1, 2014, this section shall read as foll ows:]
9-7-45. The Seventeenth Circuit Court District shall be
divided into two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:
(a) Subdistrict 17-1 shall consist of DeSoto County;
and
(b) Subdistrict 17-2 shall consist of Panola County,
Tal | ahat chie County, Tate County and Yal obusha County.
[ From and after January 1, 2014, this section shall read as
foll ows: |
9-7-45. The Seventeenth Circuit Court District shall be

conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:

(a) Panola County; * * *

(b) * * * Tallahatchie County * * *;

(c) Tate County; and

(d) Yal obusha County.

SECTI ON 67. Section 9-7-46, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[Until January 1, 2014, this section shall read as foll ows:]

9-7-46. (1) There shall be four (4) circuit judges for the
Seventeenth Crcuit Court District.

(2) For the purpose of appointnent and el ection, the three

(3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct, and two (2) judges

shall be elected from Subdistrict 17-1 and two (2) judges shall be
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el ected from Subdi strict 17-2. For purposes of appointnent and

el ection, the two (2) judgeships in Subdistrict 17-1 shall be

separate and distinct and denom nated for purposes of appoint nent

and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two."

[ From and after January 1, 2014, this section shall read as
foll ows: |

9-7-46. * * * There shall be two (2) circuit judges for the
Seventeenth Crcuit Court District.

SECTI ON 68. Section 9-7-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-47. The Eighteenth Grcuit Court District shall be Jones
County.

SECTI ON 69. Section 9-7-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-49. (1) The Nineteenth Crcuit Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:

(a) George County;
(b) G eene County; and
(c) Jackson County.

(2) The local contribution required for the maintenance of
the Nineteenth Circuit Court District shall not exceed, as to
George and Greene Counties, the amount of their present | ocal
contribution in their present respective circuit court districts,
and any excess shall be paid by Jackson County.

SECTI ON 70. Section 9-7-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-7-51. (1) There shall be three (3) circuit judges for the
Ni neteenth Circuit Court District. For the purposes of
appoi ntment and el ection, the three (3) judgeships shall be
separate and distinct and denom nated for purposes of appointnent

and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place Three."
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(2) The senior judge of the Nineteenth Crcuit Court
District may divide the court of any county within the district
into civil, crimnal and appellate court divisions as a matter of
conveni ence by the entry of an order upon the m nutes of the
court.

SECTION 71. Section 9-7-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-53. The Twentieth Crcuit Court D strict shall be * * *
Ranki n County.

SECTION 72. Section 9-7-54, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-54. (1) There shall be two (2) judges for the Twentieth
Circuit Court District.

(2) For the purposes of appointnent and el ection, the two

(2) judgeships shall be separate and di stinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 73. Section 9-7-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-55. The Twenty-first CGrcuit Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counti es:
(a) Hol mes County;
(b) Hunphreys County; and
(c) Yazoo County.
SECTION 74. Section 9-7-57, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-57. The Twenty-second Circuit Court District shall be
conprised of the follow ng counties:
(a) daiborne County;
(b) Copiah County; and
(c) Jefferson County.
SECTION 75. The following shall be codified as Section

9-7-59, M ssissippi Code of 1972:
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9-7-59. The Twenty-third GCrcuit Court District shall be
Madi son County and shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as
fol | ows:

(a) (i) Subdistrict 23-1 shall consist of the
follow ng precincts: Ratliff Ferry, Canton Precinct 2, Canton
Precinct 3, Canton Precinct 7, Smth School, Mgnolia Heights,
Flora, Virlilia, Canton Precinct 5, Liberty, New Industrial Park,
Madi son County Baptist Famly Life Center, Caneron, Couparle,
Canden, Sharon, Canton Precinct 1, Canton Precinct 4, Luther
Branson School and Bi bl e Church Precincts.

(i1) Subdistrict 23-1 shall consist of the
follow ng partial precincts: Madisonville, Bear Creek and
G uckstadt Precincts. The Split Precinct Block List devel oped in
conjunction with Chapter 761, Laws of 2002, that details portions
of partial or split precincts that are contained within a
subdi strict by census tract and bl ock nunber and was utilized in
devel oping the partial or split precincts of this subdistrict is
hereby incorporated and shall be construed to be an integral part
of this section.

(b) (i) Subdistrict 23-2 shall consist of the
foll ow ng precincts: Trace Harbor, Main Harbor, Victory Bapti st
Church, Madison 1, Madison 2, Madison 3, R dgeland 3, Ridgel and 4,
Ri dgel and Fi rst Methodi st Church, Lorman-Cavalier, Ridgeland 1,
Tougal oo, Cobbl estone Church of God, Hi ghl and Col ony Bapti st
Church and Wi sper Lake Precincts.

(i1) Subdistrict 23-2 shall consist of that
portion of the follow ng partial precincts not included in
Subdi strict 23-1: Madisonville, Bear Creek and Q uckst adt
Precincts.

SECTION 76. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
9-7-60, M ssissippi Code of 1972:
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1050 9-7-60. There shall be two (2) judges for the Twenty-third
1051 Circuit Court District. One (1) judge shall be elected from each
1052 subdistrict.

1053 SECTION 77. The following shall be codified as Section

1054 9-7-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

1055 9-7-61. (1) The Twenty-fourth Crcuit Court District shal
1056 be DeSoto County.

1057 (2) This section shall take effect and be in force from and
1058 after January 1, 2014.

1059 SECTION 78. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

1060 9-7-62, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

1061 9-7-62. (1) There shall be two (2) judges for the

1062 Twenty-fourth Grcuit Court District.

1063 (2) For the purposes of appointnent and el ection, the two
1064 (2) judgeships shall be separate and district and denom nated for
1065 purposes of appointnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

1066 "Place Two."

1067 (3) This section shall take effect and be in force from and
1068 after January 1, 2014.

1069 SECTION 79. Section 23-15-982, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
1070 amended as fol | ows:

1071 23-15-982. (1) Mjority of vote equals any excess of the
1072 total vote for all candi dates divided by the nunber of judgeships
1073 to be filled divided by two (2).

1074 If sonme or all candidates in a nultijudge el ection do not
1075 receive a ngjority of the vote, then candi dates equal in nunber to
1076 tw ce the nunber of remaining positions to be filled and having
1077 the highest votes shall run in a runoff election. 1In such event,
1078 if there is not a sufficient nunber of remaining candi dates equal
1079 to twice the nunber of remaining positions to be filled, then al
1080 remining candidates shall run in the runoff el ection.

1081 (2) Any tie votes which require resolution to determ ne who

1082 shall enter a runoff election shall be determ ned by the

H B. No. 827 *HRO3/R1159PH*
04/ HRO3/ RL159PH
PAGE 33 (CIR\LH)



1083
1084
1085
1086
1087
1088
1089
1090
1091
1092
1093
1094
1095
1096
1097
1098
1099
1100
1101
1102
1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
1111
1112
1113
1114
1115

conmm ssioners of election in the manner prescribed by Sections
23-15-601 and 23- 15-605.

Candi dates equal to the remaining nunber of positions to be
filled who have the highest votes in the runoff election are
el ect ed.

Any tie votes which nust be determned in order to decide who
is elected as a result of a runoff election shall be determ ned by
the State El ection Comm ssion in the manner prescribed by Sections
23-15-601 and 23- 15-605.

(3) The provisions of this section shall apply only to
districts and subdistricts which are nultijudge districts except

for the First, Eighth, Tenth, Sixteenth, Ei ghteenth and Twentieth

Chancery Court Districts and the Subdistrict 1-2, Second, Third,

Ei ghth, Subdistrict 17-1, Nineteenth and Twentieth Crcuit Court

Districts.

SECTI ON 80. Section 23-15-983, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-983. At the general election, the candi dates equal to
t he nunber of positions to be filled and having the highest votes
shal | be el ected.

Any tie votes in the general election which nust be resol ved
in order to determne who is elected shall be resolved in the
manner prescribed by Sections 23-15-601 and 23- 15-605.

The provisions of this section shall apply only to districts
and subdi stricts which are nultijudge districts except for the

First, Eighth, Tenth, Sixteenth, Eighteenth and Twentieth Chancery

Court Districts and the Subdistrict 1-2, Second, Third, Eighth,

Subdi strict 17-1, N neteenth and Twentieth Crcuit Court

Districts.

SECTION 81. No new judgeshi ps or chancel |l orshi ps created by

this act shall be filled until the judicial elections are
conducted in 2006. Any district attorneys for circuit court
districts created by this act whose termof office begins on
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1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
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January 1, 2007, shall be elected at a special election to be held
at the sanme tine as the judicial elections in 2006. Thereafter,
such district attorneys shall be elected at the tinme and in the
manner provided by law for electing district attorneys.

SECTI ON 82. The Attorney CGeneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 83. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after January 1, 2006, provided that it is effectuated under

Section 5 of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.
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