M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

© (00} ~ o ObrhWNE

N N DN N DD N MDD NDMDDNN P P PRk P PP
o N o o M WN P O © 00 N oo~ wN -+, O

Represent ati ve Evans To: Insurance

HOUSE BI LL NO. 799

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 71-3-17, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT PROFESSI ONAL FI RE FI GHTERS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFI CERS WHO ARE | NJURED OR BECOMVE | LL DUE TO THEI R EMPLOYMENT
SHALL RECElI VE WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON FOR A PERI GD OF NOT LESS THAN
ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE OF | NJURY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 71-3-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

71-3-17. Conpensation for disability shall be paid to the
enpl oyee as foll ows:

(a) Permanent total disability: 1In case of tota
di sability adjudged to be permanent, sixty-six and two-thirds
percent (66-2/3% of the average weekly wages of the injured
enpl oyee, subject to the maximumlimtations as to weekly benefits
as set up in this chapter, shall be paid to the enpl oyee not to
exceed four hundred fifty (450) weeks or an anount greater than
the nultiple of four hundred fifty (450) weeks times sixty-six and
two-thirds percent (66-2/3% of the average weekly wage for the
state. Loss of both hands, or both arms, or both feet, or both
| egs, or both eyes, or of any two (2) thereof shall constitute
permanent total disability. 1In all other cases pernanent total
disability shall be determined in accordance with the facts.

(b) Tenporary total disability: In case of disability,
total in character but tenporary in quality, sixty-six and
two-thirds percent (66-2/3% of the average weekly wages of the
i njured enpl oyee, subject to the maximumlimtations as to weekly
benefits as set up in this chapter, shall be paid to the enpl oyee

during the continuance of such disability not to exceed four
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hundred fifty (450) weeks or an anount greater than the nmultiple
of four hundred fifty (450) weeks tines sixty-six and two-thirds
percent (66-2/3% of the average weekly wage for the state.

Provi ded, however, if there arises a conflict in nedical opinions
of whether or not the clainmant has reached nmaxi num nedi cal
recovery and the claimant's benefits have term nated by the
carrier, then the claimant may demand an i medi ate hearing before
t he comm ssi oner upon five (5) days' notice to the carrier for a
determ nation by the conmm ssion of whether or not in fact the

cl ai mant has reached maxi num recovery.

(c) Permanent partial disability: 1In case of
disability partial in character but permanent in quality, the
conpensation shall be sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66-2/3%
of the average weekly wages of the injured enpl oyee, subject to
the maximumlimtations as to weekly benefits as set up in this
chapter, which shall be paid foll ow ng conpensation for tenporary
total disability paid in accordance with paragraph (b) of this

section, and shall be paid to the enployee as foll ows:

Menber Lost Nunber Weeks Conpensati on
(i) Arm 200
(ii) Leg 175
(iii) Hand 150
(iv) Foot 125
(v) FBEye 100
(vi) Thunb 60
(vii) First finger 35
(viii) Geat toe 30
(ix) Second finger 30
(x) Third finger 20
(xi) Toe other than great toe 10
(xii) Fourth finger 15
(xiii) Testicle, one 50
(xiv) Testicle, both 150
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(xv) Breast, female, one 50

(xvi) Breast, female, both 150

(xvii) Loss of hearing: Conpensation for |oss of
hearing of one (1) ear, forty (40) weeks. Conpensation for |oss
of hearing of both ears, one hundred fifty (150) weeks.

(xviii) Phalanges: Conpensation for |oss of nore
than one (1) phalange of a digit shall be the sanme as for |oss of
the entire digit. Conpensation for |oss of the first phal ange
shall be one-half (1/2) of the conpensation for |loss of the entire
digit.

(xix) Amutated armor leg: Conpensation for an
armor leg, if anputated at or above wist or ankle, shall be for
the I oss of the armor |eg.

(xx) Binocular vision or percent of vision:

Conmpensation for |oss of binocular vision or for eighty percent
(80% or nore of the vision of an eye shall be the same as for
| oss of the eye.
(xxi) Two (2) or nore digits: Conpensation for
| oss of two (2) or nore digits, or one (1) or nore phal anges of
two (2) or nore digits, of a hand or foot may be proportioned to
the I oss of the use of the hand or foot occasioned thereby, but
shal |l not exceed the conpensation for |oss of a hand or foot.
(xxii) Total |oss of use: Conpensation for
permanent total |oss of use of a menber shall be the same as for
| oss of the nenber.
(xxiii) Partial loss or partial |oss of use:
Conmpensation for permanent partial |oss or |oss of use of a nenber
may be for proportionate |loss or |oss of use of the nmenber.
(xiv) Disfigurenent: The commission, inits
di scretion, is authorized to award proper and equitable
conpensation for serious facial or head disfigurenents not to

exceed Two Thousand Dol | ars ($2,000.00). No such award shall be
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made until a | apse of one (1) year fromthe date of the injury
resulting in such disfigurenent.

(xxv) Qher cases: |In all other cases in this
class of disability, the conpensation shall be sixty-six and
two-thirds percent (66-2/3% of the difference between his average
weekly wages, subject to the maximumlimtations as to weekly
benefits as set up in this chapter, and his wage-earning capacity
thereafter in the sane enpl oynent or otherw se, payable during the
conti nuance of such partial disability, but subject to
reconsi deration of the degree of such inpairnment by the conm ssion
on its own notion or upon application of any party in interest.
Such paynents shall in no case be made for a | onger period than
four hundred fifty (450) weeks.

(xxvi) In any case in which there shall be a |oss
of, or loss of use of, nore than one (1) nenber or parts of nore

than one (1) nenber set forth in subparagraph (i) to (xxiii) of

this paragraph (c), not ampunting to permanent total disability,

the award of conpensation shall be for the | oss of, or |oss of use
of , each such nenber or parts thereof, which awards shall run
consecutively, except that where the injury affects only two (2)

or nore digits of the sanme hand or foot, subparagraph (xxi) of

this paragraph (c) shall apply.

(d) Professional fire fighters and | aw enf orcenent

officers who are injured or who becone ill due to their enpl oynent

shall receive full conpensation for a period of not |ess than one

(1) year fromthe date of the work-related injury or the diagnosis

of a work-related ill ness.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.

H B. No. 799 *HRO3/R1116*
04/ HRO3/ R1116 ST: Workers' conpensation; injured or ill fire
PAGE 4 (RR\LH fighters and | aw enforcenent officers receive

full armount for one year.



