M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Rogers (14th), AKkins, To: Local and Private
Al dridge, Gadd, Ward Legi sl ation
HOUSE BI LL NO. 797
1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF UNI ON COUNTY
2 TO ADOPT ORDI NANCES REGULATI NG THE RUNNI NG AT LARGE OF DOGS AND
3 OTHER DQOVESTI C ANl MALS THAT CREATE A NU SANCE OR POSE A THREAT TO
4 THE HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE OF PERSONS OR OTHER ANI MALS IN THE
5 COUNTY; TO PRESCRI BE CERTAI N PROVI SI ONS THAT MJUST BE | NCLUDED AND
6 CERTAIN PROVI SI ONS THAT MAY BE | NCLUDED W THI N ANY SUCH
7 ORDI NANCES; TO PROVI DE THAT NEI THER THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF
8 UNI ON COUNTY, AN EMPLOYEE OF UNI ON COUNTY NOR ANY PERSON W TH WHOM
9 THE COUNTY CONTRACTS SHALL BE LI ABLE FOR THE | NJURY OR DEATH OF
10 ANY DOG OR ANI VAL | F REASONABLE CARE |'S EXERCI SED I N CARRYlI NG OQUT
11 THE POAERS AUTHORI ZED AND DUTI ES REQUI RED UNDER THI S ACT; AND FOR
12 RELATED PURPCSES.
13 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
14 SECTION 1. (1) The Board of Supervisors of Union County, in
15 its discretion, by ordinance or ordi nances duly adopted and
16 entered upon its mnutes, may regulate the running at |arge of
17 dogs and ot her donestic aninmals that create a nui sance or pose a
18 threat to the health, safety or welfare of persons or other
19 aninmals in the county.
20 (2) |If the board of supervisors adopts an ordi nance under
21 subsection (1) of this section, the ordinance:
22 (a) My authorize the county to enploy sone person or
23 persons or to contract with sone person, persons or entity to
24 capture and i npound such ani nals;
25 (b) Shall require such animals as are captured and
26 inpounded to be provided reasonabl e, necessary and humane care and
27 treatnent;
28 (c) Shall require that the owners of such animals, if
29 known, be given reasonable notice of the capture and i npoundnent
30 of such aninals;
31 (d) My authorize the county to charge and collect from
32 the owner or person to whoman animal is rel eased the actual
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expenses incurred by the county in capturing, inpounding and
keepi ng the ani mal ;

(e) My authorize any such aninmal to be humanely
destroyed if after not less than five (5) county work days from
the giving of notice under paragraph (c) of this subsection, the
ani mal has not been clained by the ower or, if not clainmed by the
owner within such tine, has not been released to sone other person
wlling to assune responsibility for its care and custody; and

(f) My contain such other provisions as the board of
supervi sors deens necessary or desirable to effectuate the
pur poses of this section.

(3) Neither the Board of Supervisors of Union County, an
enpl oyee of Union County nor any person with whomthe county
contracts shall be liable for any injury to or death of any dog or
animal if reasonable care is exercised in carrying out the powers
aut hori zed and duties required under this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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