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HOUSE BI LL NO. 794

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 93-21-117, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE AN ADDI TI ONAL ASSESSMENT FOR DI VORCE ACTI ONS TO BE
DEPCSI TED | NTO THE VI CTI M5 OF DOMESTI C VI OLENCE FUND; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 93-21-117, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

93-21-117. There is hereby created in the State Treasury a
special fund to be known as the "Victins of Donestic Violence
Fund." The circuit clerks of the state shall deposit in such fund
on a nonthly basis the additional fee charged and coll ected for
marriage |icenses under the provisions of Section 25-7-13,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972. In addition, all other nonies received
fromevery source for the support of the programfor victins of
donestic viol ence, established by Sections 93-21-101 t hrough
93-21-113, shall be deposited in the "Victins of Donestic Violence
Fund.” The nonies in the fund shall be used by the State
Department of Health solely for funding and adm ni stering donestic
vi ol ence shelters under the provisions of Sections 93-21-101

t hrough 93-21-113, in such anounts as the Legislature may
appropriate to the departnent for the programfor victins of
donestic viol ence established by Sections 93-21-101 t hrough
93-21-113. Not nore than ten percent (10% of the nonies in the
"Victinms of Donestic Violence Fund" shall be appropriated to the
State Departnment of Health for the admi nistration of donestic

vi ol ence shelters.

In addition to any other fee collected for filing an action

for divorce in chancery court, there shall be an additional fee of
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Thirty-seven Dollars and Fifty Cents ($37.50) collected for each

di vorce action which shall be remtted to the "Victins of Donestic

Vi ol ence Fund." These funds shall be for support of the program

for victinms of donestic violence established by Section 93-21-101

et seq. The divorce fee shall be collected by the chancery cl erks

of the state and deposited to the fund on a nonthly basis.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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