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Representative Fl aggs To: Juvenile Justice;
Appropri ations

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 789

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl JUVENI LE JUSTI CE TASK FORCE
AND AD HOC JUVEN LE JUSTI CE ADVI SORY BOARD TO ASSI ST | N REACH NG A
SETTLEMENT I N THE FEDERAL LAWSUI T FI LED BY THE UNI TED STATES
AGAI NST THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl PERTAI NI NG TO QAKLEY AND COLUMBI A
TRAI NI NG SCHOOLS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is established the M ssissipp

Juveni | e Justice Task Force, the duties of which shall be to study
and rmake nonbi ndi ng recommendati ons on the M ssissippi juvenile
justice systemin order to assist in reaching a settlenent in the
federal lawsuit of The United States of Anmerica v. The State of
M ssissippi, et al., CA 3:03-CV-1354BN, which alleges that the
state deprived youth of their rights, privileges or imunities
that are secured or protected by the Constitution and | aws of the
United States while housed at Oakl ey and Col unbia Training
School s.
(2) The task force shall consist of thirty-five (35) nenbers

as foll ows:

(a) The Chairman of the House of Representatives
Juvenil e Justice Commttee and the Chairman of the Senate
Judiciary B Conmi ttee;

(b) The Chairman of the Appropriations Commttees of
t he House of Representatives and Senate;

(c) Five (5) nenbers of the House of Representatives to
be naned by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(d) Five (5) nenbers of the Senate to be naned by the

Li eut enant Gover nor ;
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(e)

One (1) representative fromthe Juvenile Detention

Facilities Task Force;

()
(9)
(h)
Depart nent of

(i)
Servi ces;

(J)

(k)
Heal t h;

()
Heal t h;

(m
Saf ety;

(n)

(o)

The Governor or

The Attorney Ceneral;

hi s desi gnhee;

The Comm ssioner of Corrections of the M ssissippi

Corrections;

The Executi ve

The Executi ve

The Executi ve

The Executi ve

Di rector

Di rector

Di rector

Di rector

of the

of the

of the

of the

Departnent of Human

Di vi sion of Medicai d;

State Departnent of

Departnent of Mental

The Executive Director of the Departnent of Public

The State Superintendent of Public Education;

One (1) youth court judge who is a representative

of the M ssissippi Council of Youth Court Judges;

(p)

M ssi ssi ppi Counci |

(a)

One (1) youth court counsel or appoi nted by the

of Youth Court Judges;

One (1) attorney experienced in prosecuting youth

in youth court matters;

(r)

One (1) attorney experienced in defending youth in

youth court matters;

(s)

School house to Jail house Coal ition;

(t)

i's appoi nted by the Governor.

(3) At

Three (3) representatives fromthe M ssissippi

One (1) person from each congressi onal

its first neeting,

and

district who

the task force shall elect a

chai rman and vice chairman fromits nmenbership, and shall adopt

rules for transacting its business and keeping records. |If

sufficient funds are available to the task force for that purpose,

menbers of the task force may receive a per diemin the anount
*HR40/R775CS*

H B. No. 789
04/ HRAO/ R775CS
PAGE 2 (OMED)



61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

provided in Section 25-3-69 for each day engaged in the business
of the task force, and nenbers of the task force other than the

| egi sl ative nenbers may receive rei nbursenment for travel expenses
incurred while engaged in official business of the task force in
accordance with Section 25-3-41.

(4) The task force shall be assigned to the Ofice of Youth
Services of the Departnent of Human Services for adm nistrative
purposes only, and the Ofice of Youth Services shall designate
staff to assist the task force. The task force may solicit
grants, donations and other funds, and may accept and expend any
funds that are made available to the task force to carry out its
purpose. However, no state general funds may be used to pay any
expenses of the task force.

(5) Before Decenber 31, 2004, the task force shall nake a
report of its work and recommendations, and it shall submt a copy
of the report to the Legislature and the Governor.

(6) Al agencies, departnents, offices and institutions of
the state, including the state universities and the community and
junior colleges, shall cooperate with the task force with such
assi stance as requested by the task force.

(7) The task force shall be dissolved one (1) year after a
settl enment has been reached in the suit of The United States of
Anmerica v. The State of Mssissippi, et al., CA 3:03-CV-1354BN,
whi ch pertains to OGakley and Col unbi a Trai ning School s.

(8) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2005.

SECTION 2. (1) There is established the Ad Hoc Juvenile

Justice Advisory Board, the duties of which shall be to provide
advi ce and counsel to the M ssissippi Juvenile Justice Task Force
on all matters relating to the mssion of the task force. The Ad
Hoc Juvenil e Justice Advisory Board shall consist of
representatives fromthe M ssissippi School house to Jail house

Coalition, including, but not limted to, forner training school
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students and their famlies and | ocal and national juvenile
justice experts.

(2) The Advisory Board shall exam ne and nake
recommendations relating to the foll ow ng:

(a) The operating and capital needs of the youth
courts;

(b) The sources and adequacy of funding for the youth
courts;

(c) The manner in which youth are referred to the youth
court system

(d) The quality of the secure care facilities, which
i ncl ude detention centers and training schools;

(e) The availability and quality of delinquency
prevention, assessnent, early intervention, representation,
advocacy and treatnment services for at-risk youth; and

(f) The alternatives to incarceration available to
youth courts for delinguent youth who do not pose a threat to
public safety.

(3) At its first nmeeting, the advisory board shall elect a
chai rman and vice chairman fromits nmenbership, and shall adopt
rules for transacting its business and keeping its records.

(4) Before Novenber 1, 2004, the advisory board shall nake a
report of its work and recommendations, and it shall submt a copy
of the report to the M ssissippi Juvenile Justice Task Force and
t he Governor.

(5) The advisory board shall be dissolved one (1) year after
a settlenent has been reached in the suit of The United States of
Anerica v. The State of Mssissippi, et al., CA 3:03-CV-1354BN,
whi ch pertains to Oakley and Col unbi a Trai ning School s.

(6) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2005.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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