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Representati ve Brown To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 725

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 31-7-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
CLARI FY THAT A STATE AGENCY MAY DESI GNATE A PURCHASI NG AGENT TO
MAKE PURCHASES FOR THE AGENCY UNDER THE PROVI SI ONS OF LAWS
REGULATI NG PUBLI C PURCHASES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 31-7-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

31-7-1. The following ternms are defined for the purposes of
this chapter to have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Agency" shall nean any state board, comm ssion,
commttee, council, university, department or unit thereof created
by the Constitution or statutes if such board, conm ssion,
commttee, council, university, departnment, unit or the head
thereof is authorized to appoint subordinate staff by the
Constitution or statute, except a legislative or judicial board,
commi ssion, conmittee, council, departnent or unit thereof.

(b) "CGoverning authority" shall mean boards of
supervi sors, governing boards of all school districts, all boards
of directors of public water supply districts, boards of directors
of master public water supply districts, nmunicipal public utility
conmmi ssi ons, governing authorities of all municipalities, port
authorities, comm ssioners and boards of trustees of any public
hospital s, boards of trustees of public library systens, district
attorneys, school attendance officers and any politi cal
subdi vi sion of the state supported wholly or in part by public
funds of the state or political subdivisions thereof, including
commi ssi ons, boards and agenci es created or operated under the

authority of any county or nmunicipality of this state. The term
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"governing authority” shall not include econom c devel opnent

authorities supported in part by private funds,

or conmni SSsi ons

appointed to hold title to and oversee the devel opnent and

managenent of

individuals to the public for the use and benefit of the community

| ands and bui |l di ngs which are donated by private

and which are supported in part by private funds.

(c)

superi nt endent,

"Purchasi ng agent” shall nmean any adm ni strator,

purchase clerk or other chief officer so

desi gnat ed havi ng general or special authority to negotiate for

and make private contract for or

authority or

state agency.

(d)
appropri ated

pur chase for any governing

"Public funds" shall nean and include any

funds, special funds, fees or any other enolunents

recei ved by an agency or governing authority.

(e)
commpdi ti es,

equi pnent of

"Commoditi es" shall nean and i nclude the vari ous

goods, nerchandise, furniture,

every kind, and other personal

equi pnent, aut onot

ive

property purchased by

the agencies of the state and governing authorities,

but not

comodities purchased for resale or raw naterials converted into

products for

aut onpbi | es,

equi pnent of

desks, chairs, tables, seats, filing cabinets,

resal e

(1) "Equipnment” shall be construed to include:

trucks, tractors, office appliances and all other

every kind and description.

(i1) "Furniture" shall be construed to include:

bookcases and al

other itens of a simlar nature as well as dormtory furniture,

appl i ances, carpets and all other itens of

generally ref

()

fire, flood,

insurrection or caused by any inherent defect due to defective

constructi on,

erred to as honme, office or school

per sonal

property

furniture.

"Emergency" shall nmean any circunstances caused by

expl osi on, storm earthquake,

epi dem ¢

riot,

or when the i medi ate preservation of order or of

public health is necessary by reason of unforeseen energency,
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when the i mredi ate restoration of a condition of useful ness of any
public building, equipnent, road or bridge appears advisable, or
in the case of a public utility when there is a failure of any
machi ne or other thing used and useful in the generation,
production or distribution of electricity, water or natural gas,

or in the transportation or treatnent of sewage; or when the del ay
i ncident to obtaining conpetitive bids could cause adverse i npact
upon the governing authorities or agency, its enployees or its
citizens; or in the case of a public airport, when the del ay
incident to publishing an advertisenment for conpetitive bids would
endanger public safety in a specific (not general) manner, result
in or perpetuate a specific breach of airport security, or prevent
the airport fromproviding specific air transportation services.

(g) "Construction" shall nmean the process of buil ding,
altering, inproving, renovating or denolishing a public structure,
public building, or other public real property. It does not
i nclude routine operation, routine repair or regularly schedul ed
mai nt enance of existing public structures, public buildings or
ot her public real property.

(h) "Purchase" shall nean buying, renting, |easing or
ot herwi se acqui ri ng.

(1) "Certified purchasing office" shall nean any
purchasing office wherein fifty percent (50% or nore of the
purchasi ng agents hold a certification fromthe Universal Public
Purchasing Certification Council or other nationally recognized
purchasing certification.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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