M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Barnett, Bondurant To: Public Health and Hunman
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 715

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 73-25-14 AND 73-27-12, M SSI SSI PP

2 CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE RENEWAL OF LI CENSES TO PRACTI CE

3 MEDI C NE OR OSTECPATHY AND PCDI ATRY BY ELECTRONI C MEANS; AND FOR
4 RELATED PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 73-25-14, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anended as follows:

8 73-25-14. (1) The license of every person licensed to

9 practice nmedicine or osteopathy in the State of M ssissippi shal
10 be renewed annually.

11 On or before May 1 of each year, the State Board of Medi cal
12 Licensure shall mail a notice of renewal of license to every

13 physician or osteopath to whoma |license was issued or renewed

14 during the current licensing year. The notice shall provide

15 instructions for obtaining and submtting applications for

16 renewal. The State Board of Medical Licensure is authorized to
17 make applications for renewal available via electronic means. The
18 applicant shall obtain and conplete the application and submt it
19 to the board in the manner prescribed by the board in the notice
20 before June 30 with the renewal fee of an anount established by
21 the board, but not to exceed Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200.00), a

22 portion of which fee shall be used to support a programto aid

23 inpaired physicians and osteopaths. The paynent of the annual

24 license renewal fee shall be optional with all physicians over the
25 age of seventy (70) years. Upon receipt of the application and
26 fee, the board shall verify the accuracy of the application and
27 issue to applicant a certificate of renewal for the ensuing year,
28 beginning July 1 and expiring June 30 of the succeedi ng cal endar
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year. That renewal shall render the hol der thereof a | egal
practitioner as stated on the renewal form

(2) Any physician or osteopath practicing in M ssissippi who
allows his license to |lapse by failing to renew the |icense as
provided in subsection (1) may be reinstated by the board on
satisfactory explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion
of a reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the renewal fee for
the current year, and shall be assessed a fine of Twenty-five
Dol lars ($25.00) plus an additional fine of Five Dollars ($5.00)
for each nonth thereafter that the |license renewal remnains
del i nquent.

(3) Any physician or osteopath not practicing in M ssissipp
who allows his license to |l apse by failing to renew the |icense as
provided in subsection (1) may be reinstated by the board on
satisfactory explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion
of a reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the arrearages for the
previous five (5) years and the renewal fee for the current year.

(4) Any physician or osteopath who allows his license to
| apse shall be notified by the board within thirty (30) days of
such | apse.

(5) Any person practicing as a |licensed physician or
osteopath during the tine his license has | apsed shall be
considered an illegal practitioner and shall be subject to
penal ties provided for violation of the Medical Practice Act,
provi ded he had not submtted the required reinstatenent form and
fee within fifteen (15) days after notification by the board of
t he | apse.

(6) Any physician or osteopath practicing in the State of
M ssi ssi ppi whose |icense has | apsed and is deened an ill egal
practitioner under subsection (5) of this section may petition the
board for reinstatement of his license on a retroactive basis, if
t he physician or osteopath was unable to neet the June 30 deadline

due to extraordinary or other legitimate reasons, and retroactive
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reinstatenment of licensure shall be granted or may be deni ed by
the board only for good cause. Failure to advise the board of
change of address shall not be considered a basis of

rei nst at enent .

(7) None of the fees or fines provided for in this section
shall be applicable to the renewal of a special volunteer nedical
i cense aut horized under Section 73-25-18.

(8) Fees collected under the provisions of this section
shall be used by the board to defray expenses of adm nistering the
Iicensure provisions of the Medical Practice Act (Title 73,
Chapter 25, M ssissippi Code of 1972) and to support a programto
aid inpaired physicians and osteopaths in an anount determ ned by
t he board.

SECTION 2. Section 73-27-12, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-27-12. (1) The license of every person licensed to
practice podiatry in the State of M ssissippi shall be renewed
annual | y.

On or before May 1 of each year, the board shall mail a
noti ce of renewal of |license to every podiatrist to whoma |icense
was issued or renewed during the current licensing year. The

notice shall provide instructions for obtaining and submtting

applications for renewal. The State Board of Medical Licensure is

aut hori zed to nake applications for renewal available via

el ectronic neans. The applicant shall obtain and conplete the

application and submt it to the board in the manner prescribed by

the board in the notice before June 30 with the renewal fee of an

anount established by the board, but not to exceed Two Hundred
Dol l ars ($200.00), a portion of which fee shall be used to support
a programto aid inpaired podiatrists. Upon receipt of the
application and fee, the board shall verify the accuracy of the
application and issue to applicant a certificate of renewal for

t he ensuing year, beginning July 1 and expiring June 30 of the
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succeedi ng cal endar year. That renewal shall render the hol der
thereof a legal practitioner as stated on the renewal form

(2) Any podiatrist practicing in Mssissippi who allows his
|icense to | apse by failing to renew the license as provided in
subsection (1) may be reinstated by the board on satisfactory
explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion of a
reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the renewal fee for the
current year, and shall be assessed a fine of Twenty-five Dollars
($25.00) plus an additional fine of Five Dollars ($5.00) for each
nonth thereafter that the |icense renewal remains delinquent.

(3) Any podiatrist not practicing in Mssissippi who allows
his license to | apse by failing to renew the |icense as provided
in subsection (1) may be reinstated by the board on satisfactory
explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion of a
reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the arrearages for the
previous five (5) years and the renewal fee for the current year.

(4) Any podiatrist who allows his license to | apse shall be
notified by the board within thirty (30) days of such | apse.

(5) Any person practicing as a licensed podiatrist during
the time his license has | apsed shall be considered an ill egal
practitioner and shall be subject to penalties set forth in
Section 73-27-17, provided he has not submtted the required
reinstatenment formand fee within fifteen (15) days after
notification by the board of the | apse.

(6) Any podiatrist practicing in the State of M ssissipp
whose |icense has | apsed and is deened an illegal practitioner
under subsection (5) of this section may petition the board for
reinstatenent of his license on a retroactive basis, if the
podi atri st was unable to neet the June 30 deadline due to
extraordinary or other legitimte reasons, and retroactive
reinstatenment of licensure shall be granted or may be deni ed by

the board only for good cause. Failure to advise the board of
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change of address shall not be considered a basis for
rei nst at enent .

(7) Fees collected under the provisions of this section
shal |l be used by the board to defray expenses of adm nistering the
| icensure provisions of Title 73, Chapter 27, M ssissippi Code of
1972, and to support a programto aid inpaired podiatrists in an
anount determ ned by the board.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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