M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Wittington, Stevens To: Agriculture; Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 673

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-41-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVIDE DEFI NI TIONS FOR THE CHAPTER PROVI DI NG FOR THE M SDEMEANCR
3 OFFENSE OF CRUELTY TO ANI MALS; TO CODI FY SECTI ON 97-41- 20,
4 M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT NOTHI NG I N THE CHAPTER
5 SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PROHI BI T CUSTOVARY ANl MAL HUSBANDRY AND
6 FARM NG PRACTI CES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 97-41-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
9 anended as follows:
10 97-41-1. (1) If any person shall override, overdrive,
11 overload, torture, tornment, unjustifiably injure, deprive of
12 necessary sustenance, food or drink; or cruelly beat or needlessly
13 nutilate; or cause or procure to be overridden, overdriven,
14 overloaded, tortured, unjustifiably injured, tornmented, or
15 deprived of necessary sustenance, food or drink; or to be cruelly
16 beaten or needlessly nutilated or killed, any aninal, every such
17 offender shall, for every offense, be guilty of a m sdeneanor
18 (2) For the purpose of this chapter, the foll ow ng words
19 shall have the neanings ascri bed herein unless the context clearly
20 requires otherw se:
21 (a) "Abandon" or "abandonnment"” neans that an owner or
22 custodian of an ani nal has noved | eaving an ani mal behi nd w t hout
23 making provisions for its care, has carried an aninal away from
24 his or her property and intentionally deserted the aninmal, has
25 forced the animal to | eave, or has otherw se neglected or refused
26 to provide an aninmal with sustenance and hunane care.
27 (b) "Aninmal" neans any ani nal other than nan, and
28 includes birds, reptiles and fish, wild or donestic, living or
29 dead.
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(c) "Cruelty," "torture" or "torment" nmeans every act,

om ssion or negl ect whereby unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or

suffering is caused.

(d) "D seased" neans deviated froma healthy or norna

condition of any of the functions or tissues of the body; an

alteration in the state of the body or sone of its organs;

interrupted or disturbed performance of the vital functions

causi ng or threatening pain or weakness; suffering froman ill ness

or an abnornmal state having a definite pattern of synptons.

(e) "Euthanize" or "euthanasia" nmeans the humane

killing of an aninmal by a licensed veterinarian, or by an aninal

control officer, a law enforcenent officer, or an agent of a

society for the prevention of cruelty, by nmeans of a nethod

recogni zed by the American and M ssissi ppi Veterinary Medi cal

Associ ati ons as humane.

(f) "Injury" or "injured" means physical damage or harm

inflicted or suffered.

(g) "Neglect" nmeans an owner or custodi an of an ani nal

omts, fails, disregards or refuses to provide that which is

necessary sustenance or protection for the well-being of the

ani mal .

(h) "Owner," "person" or "custodian" neans any

i ndi vidual, partnership, firm joint-stock conpany, corporation,

associ ation, trust, estate or other legal entity, including their

agents and enployees in regard to animals transported, owned,

enpl oyed by or in the custody of such entity.

(1) "Sanitary conditions" neans |living space free from

heal t h hazards such as accunul ated ani mal excreta, exposure to

di sease and overcrowdi ng t hat endanger an ani nmal's wel |l -bei ng.

(j) "Shelter" means appropriate housing or protection

fromdisconfort and the el enents suitable for the age, breed and

species of an animal to sustain the animal in good health.
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(k) "Sustenance" or "care" neans the provision of

sufficient and appropri ate whol esone food and unpol | uted water,

shelter, sanitary conditions, veterinary nedical attention and

necessary groomng to maintain the animal's well - bei ng.

SECTION 2. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 97-41-20, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

97-41-20. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
prohibit the lawful killing of |ivestock, any customary ani mal
husbandry or farm ng practice involving |livestock, or the |awf ul
killing and use of an animal pursuant to fish and wildlife
regul ati ons, pest control, or scientific research that is being
conducted in conpliance wth federal regul ations.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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