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Representative Pierce To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 665

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-11-55, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
VH CH PROVI DES THAT LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS SHALL ADOPT AND MAKE
AVAI LABLE A CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT, TO DELETE THE REPEALER ON THE
PARAGRAPH RECOGNI ZI NG THE TEACHER AS THE AUTHORI TY | N CLASSROOM
MATTERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-11-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-11-55. The local school board shall adopt and nake
avai lable to all teachers, school personnel, students and parents
or guardi ans, at the begi nning of each school year, a code of
student conduct devel oped in consultation with teachers, school
personnel , students and parents or guardians. The code shall be
based on the rul es governing student conduct and di scipline
adopted by the school board and shall be nade avail able at the
school level in the student handbook or simlar publication. The
code shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) Specific grounds for disciplinary action under the
school district's discipline plan;

(b) Procedures to be followed for acts requiring
di sci pline, including suspensions and expul sion, which conply with
due process requirenents;

(c) An explanation of the responsibilities and rights
of students with regard to: attendance; respect for persons and
property; know edge and observation of rules of conduct; free
speech and student publications; assenbly; privacy; and

participation in school progranms and activities;
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(d) Policies and procedures recogni zing the teacher as
the authority in classroommatters, and supporting that teacher in
any decision in conpliance with the witten discipline code of
conduct. Such recognition shall include the right of the teacher
to renove fromthe classroom any student who, in the professional
j udgnment of the teacher, is disrupting the |earning environnent,
to the office of the principal or assistant principal. The
princi pal or assistant principal shall determ ne the proper
pl acenent for the student, who may not be returned to the
cl assroomuntil a conference of sone kind has been held with the
parent, guardian or custodi an during which the disrupting behavior
i s discussed and agreenents are reached that no further disruption
will be tolerated. If the principal does not approve of the
determ nation of the teacher to renove the student fromthe
cl assroom the student may not be renoved fromthe classroom and
the principal, upon request fromthe teacher, nust provide
justification for his disapproval; * * *

(e) Policies and procedures for dealing with a student
who causes a disruption in the classroom on school property or
vehi cles, or at school-related activities;

(f) Procedures for the devel opnent of behavi or
nodi fication plans by the school principal, reporting teacher and
student's parent for a student who causes a disruption in the
cl assroom on school property or vehicles, or at school-rel ated
activities for a second tine during the school year; and

(g) Policies and procedures specifically concerning
gang-rel ated activities in the school, on school property or
vehi cles, or at school-related activities.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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