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Represent ati ve Mal one To: Corrections;
Appropri ations

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 653

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-943, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO | NCREASE THE NUMBER OF JUVEN LE OFFENDERS FOR VH CH THE
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS MAY CONTRACT W TH THE WALNUT GROVE
CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY FOR THE HOUSI NG OF YOUTH OFFENDERS; TO
| NCREASE THE MAXI MUM AGE OF YOUTH OFFENDERS WHO MAY BE HOUSED AT
THE FACI LI TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-943, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-943. The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections shal
contract with the Wal nut Grove Correctional Authority or the
governing authorities of the Municipality of Wal nut G ove, Leake
County, M ssissippi, to provide for the private housing, care and
control of five hundred (500) juvenile offenders who are in the
custody of the Departnent of Corrections at a maximum security
facility in Wal nut Gove; the departnment also may contract with
such authority or governing authorities for the housing at the

Wal nut Grove facility of an additional five hundred (500) juvenile

of fenders in the departnent's custody. The maxi mrum age of any

of fender housed in this facility shall be twenty-one (21) years of

age, and upon reaching his or her twenty-first birthday, the

of fender must be renoved fromthe facility speedily and within a

reasonabl e anount of tinme. A county or circuit judge shall not

order any juvenile to be housed in the correctional facility

aut horized in Sections 47-5-943 through 47-5-953. Comm tnent of
juvenile offenders shall not be to this facility, but shall be to
the jurisdiction of the departnent. The conmi ssioner shall assign
new y sentenced offenders to an appropriate facility consistent

with public safety. Any facility owned or |eased by the Wal nut
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G ove Correctional Authority or the Minicipality of WAl nut G ove
for this purpose shall be designed, constructed, operated and
mai nt ai ned in accordance with Anerican Correctional Association
standards, and shall conply with all constitutional standards of
the United States and the State of M ssissippi and with all court
orders that may now or hereinafter be applicable to the facility.
The contract nust conply with Sections 47-5-1211 t hrough
47-5-1227.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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