M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Turner, Aldridge, Baker To:  Minicipalities
(74t h)
HOUSE BI LL NO. 645
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 21-19-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO REMOVE THE REPEALER ON THE AUTHORI TY OF MUNI Cl PALI TI ES TO ALTER
3 AND | MPROVE WATER COURSES W THI N THE MJUNI CI PALI TY; TO REMOVE THE
4 RESTRI CTI ON ON THE POPULATI ON OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY BEFORE THE
5 GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES MAY | NCUR COSTS AND PAY EXPENSES | N CLEANI NG
6 DRAI NAGE DI TCHES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
8 SECTION 1. Section 21-19-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
9 anended as follows:
10 21-19-13. (1) The governing authorities of municipalities
11 shall have the power to establish, alter and change the channels
12 of streans or other water courses, and to bridge the sane,
13 whenever so to do will pronote the health, confort and conveni ence
14 of the inhabitants of such nunicipality.
15 (2) The governing authorities of any nunicipality * * *
16 shall also have the power and authority to incur costs and pay
17 necessary expenses in providing |abor, materials and supplies to
18 clean or clear drainage ditches, creeks or channels, whether on
19 public or private property, and to incur costs and pay necessary
20 expenses in providing |labor, materials and supplies in order to
21 prevent erosion where such erosion has been caused or will be
22 caused by such drai nage ditches, creeks or channels. This
23 paragraph shall not inpose any obligation or duty upon the
24 municipality and shall not create any additional rights for the
25 benefit of any owner of public or private property.
26 (3) No additional taxes shall be inposed for the works
27 authorized under subsections (1) and (2) of this section until the
28 governing authorities shall adopt a resolution declaring its
29 intention to levy the taxes and establishing the anount of the tax
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| evies and the date on which the taxes initially will be |evied
and collected. This date shall be the first day of a nonth but
not earlier than the first day of the second nonth fromthe date
of adoption of the resolution. Notice of the proposed tax |evies
shal | be published once each week for at |least three (3) weeks in
a newspaper having a general circulation in the nmunicipality. The
first publication of the notice shall be nade not |ess than
twenty-one (21) days before the date fixed in the resolution on
whi ch the governing authorities propose to levy the taxes, and the
| ast publication of the notice shall be nmade not nore than seven
(7) days before that date. |If, within the tine of giving notice,
fifteen percent (15% or two thousand five hundred (2,500),
whi chever is less, of the qualified electors of the nmunicipality
file a witten petition against the levy of the taxes, then the
taxes shall not be levied unless authorized by three-fifths (3/5)
of the qualified electors of the nunicipality voting at an
el ection to be called and held for that purpose.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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