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Representative Conpretta To: Insurance

HOUSE BI LL NO. 643

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT NO ACCI DENT OR HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI CY
SHALL BE | SSUED UNTI L THE FORM AND RATES ARE FI LED WTH THE
COMM SSI ONER OF | NSURANCE FOR APPROVAL; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
COMM SSI ONER OF | NSURANCE TO DI SAPPROVE THE FORM | F THE RATES ARE
UNREASONABLE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) No policy of insurance against |oss or

expense from sickness or fromthe bodily injury or death by
accident of the insured shall be issued or delivered to any person
in this state nor shall any application, rider or endorsenent be
used in connection therewith until a copy of the formand of the
classification of risks and the premumrates or, in the case of
cooperatives or assessment conpanies, the estinmated cost
pertaining thereto have been filed with the Conm ssi oner of

| nsur ance.

(2) No policy shall be issued, nor shall any application,
ri der or endorsenent be used in connection therewith, until the
expiration of thirty (30) days after it has been so filed, unless
t he conm ssioner shall sooner give witten approval.

(3) The conmm ssioner may, within thirty (30) days after the
filing of a form disapprove the formif the benefits provided are
unreasonable in relation to the premiumcharged, or if it contains
a provision or provisions which are unjust, unfair, inequitable,

m sl eadi ng, deceptive or encourage m srepresentation of the
policy. If the conm ssioner notifies the insurer that has filed
any such formthat it does not conply with the provisions of this
section, it shall be unlawful for the insurer to issue the formor

use it in connection with a policy. 1In the notice the
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conm ssi oner shall specify the reasons for disapproval and state
that a hearing shall be granted within twenty (20) days after
request in witing by the insurer.

(4) The comm ssioner nay at any tinme, after a hearing of
whi ch not less than twenty (20) days' witten notice shall have
been given to the insurer, wthdraw approval of a formon any of
the grounds stated in this section. It shall be unlawful for the
insurer to issue the formor use it in connection wwth a policy
after the effective date of withdrawal of approval. The notice of
a hearing called under this subsection shall specify the matters
to be considered at the hearing and any decision affirmng
di sapproval or directing wthdrawal of approval under this section
shall be in witing and shall specify the reasons therefor.

(5) An order or decision of the comm ssioner under this
section shall be subject to review by appeal to the Crcuit Court
of the First Judicial District of H nds County, M ssissippi, at
the instance of any party in interest. |In the case of disapproval
or withdrawal of approval of a formpreviously in use, the court
shal |l determ ne whether the filing of the appeal shall operate as
a stay of any such order or decision. The court may in disposing
of the issue before it, nodify, affirmor reverse the order or
deci sion of the comm ssioner in whole or in part.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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