M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Wiittington, d arke, To: Public Health and Hunman
Thomas, Baker (8th), Blacknmon, Brown, Chism Services; Appropriations
Dedeaux, Eaton, Flaggs, Franks, Fredericks,

Qui ce, Harrison, Holland, Holl oway,

Marti nson, Mayo, MBride, Montgonery, Mody,

Morris, Moss, Nichol son, Peranich, Perkins, Reynolds, Rogers (14th),
Snowden, Staples, Straughter, Scott

HOUSE BI LL NO. 641

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE CHAI RVAN OF THE M SSI SSI PPl COUNCI L
ON OBESI TY PREVENTI ON AND MANAGEMENT TO DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A
PLAN TO ESTABLI SH THE COUNCI L AS A NONPROFI T CORPORATI ON UNDER
STATE LAW TO PROVI DE THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH MAY
CONTI NUE TO PROVI DE ADM NI STRATI VE SUPPORT TO THE COUNCI L FOR ONE
YEAR AFTER THE COUNCI L IS ESTABLI SHED AS A NONPRCFI T CORPCORATI ON,
TO PROVI DE THAT AFTER THE COUNCI L IS ESTABLI SHED AS A NONPROFI T
CORPORATI ON, THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, THE DI VI SI ON OF
MVEDI CAI D, THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON AND ANY OTHER STATE
10 AGENCY MAY EXECUTE A CONTRACT W TH THE COUNCI L TO DEVELOP AND
11 | MPLEMENT OBESI TY PREVENTI ON AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS; TO ESTABLI SH
12 I N THE STATE TREASURY A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS THE STATEW DE
13 OBESI TY PREVENTI ON AND MANAGEMENT FUND; TO PROVI DE THAT THE MONI ES
14 I N THE FUND MAY BE EXPENDED BY THE APPROPRI ATE STATE AGENCI ES TO
15 | MPLEMENT THE STATEW DE OBESI TY PREVENTI ON AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS
16 AUTHORI ZED UNDER THI S ACT; TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-101-1, M SSI SSI PP
17 CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE STATUTORY COUNCI L ON OBESI TY
18 PREVENTI ON AND MANAGEMENT SHALL CEASE TO EXI ST AT THE TI ME THAT
19 THE COUNCIL I'S ESTABLI SHED AS A NONPRCFI T CORPCORATI ON; AND FOR
20 RELATED PURPGCSES.

21 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

22 SECTION 1. (1) The chairman of the M ssissippi Council on

23 (besity Prevention and Managenent established under Section

24 41-101-1, with participation fromthe nmenbers of the council, may
25 develop and inplenent a plan to establish the council as a

26 nonprofit corporation under Mssissippi law. For a period of one
27 (1) year after the council is established as a nonprofit

28 corporation, the State Departnent of Health may continue to

29 support the council by providing neeting space, office space and
30 clerical assistance. After the expiration of the one-year period,
31 the council shall be responsible for obtaining the funds necessary
32 to support the operating needs of the council.

33 (2) After the council is established as a nonprofit

34 corporation, the State Departnment of Health nay execute a contract

35 with the council to devel op and i npl enent conprehensive statew de
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obesity preventi on and managenent prograns. The contract shal
contain provisions to require that the council wll:

(a) Encourage and assist |local conmmunities, workplaces,
heal t h i nsurance conpani es, churches, schools and ot her public and
private entities to devel op and i npl enent obesity prevention and
managenent prograns and services, and encourage cooperative,
conpr ehensi ve prograns that reach across all segnents of the
popul ati on.

(b) Encourage and assist health care providers to
devel op, inplenent, and track and report the outcones of effective
wei ght managenent products and services, and coordinate the
efforts of health care providers and health plans in exploring the
potential for cost-effective obesity managenent benefits.

(c) Serve as the state clearinghouse for information on
i deas, projects and outcones to make | ocal and statew de prograns
nore effective.

(d) Inplenent statew de communi cation prograns to alert
peopl e to the problem of obesity and how it can be prevented and
treat ed.

(e) Coordinate an annual statew de project that wll
hei ght en public awareness of the problem of obesity.

(f) Establish an annual awards programto recogni ze
i ndi vidual and comrunity achi evenent in obesity prevention and
managenent .

(g) Serve as the authority that approves and di sburses
financial assistance to any nonprofit corporation, county or
municipality that, in a witten application, seeks that assistance
to inplenent a |local obesity prevention or managenent program

(h) Encourage the donation of funds fromthe private
sector to support the operating costs of the council and to assi st
in defraying the operation of the prograns inplenented under this

secti on.
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The contract may include any additional provisions that the
State Departnent of Health deens necessary to effectuate the
obesity preventi on and managenent prograns contenplated by this
section.

The council shall submt to the State Departnent of Health
not later than August 1 of each year a witten report detailing
the operation of obesity prevention and nmanagenent prograns
statewi de and its expenditure of nonies for those prograns during
the preceding state fiscal year.

(3) After the council is established as a nonprofit
corporation:

(a) The Division of Medicaid may execute a contract
with the council for obesity prevention and managenent prograns
that serve the Medicaid popul ation

(b) The State Departnent of Education may execute a
contract with the council for obesity prevention and nmanagenent
prograns that serve the school popul ation.

(c) Any other state agency, departnment or institution
may execute a contract wth the council for obesity prevention and
managenment prograns that serve the target popul ation of the agency
departnent or institution.

(4) The obesity prevention and managenent prograns
aut hori zed under subsections (2) and (3) of this section may be
funded by private grants, federal or state grants obtained by the
agency, departnent or institution, funds appropriated by the
Legislature to the agency, departnent or institution, or private
funds obtai ned by the council.

(5) There is established in the State Treasury a speci al
fund to be known as the Statew de Ooesity Prevention and
Managenent Fund. Monies may be expended fromthe fund, upon
appropriation by the Legislature to the appropriate agenci es,
departnents and institutions, to inplenent the statew de obesity

prevention and managenent prograns authorized under subsections
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(2) and (3) of this section. Unexpended anmounts remaining in the
fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the State
CGeneral Fund, and any interest earned on anmounts in the fund shal
be deposited to the credit of the fund.

SECTION 2. Section 41-101-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-101-1. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Council on
hesity Prevention and Managenent, hereinafter referred to as the
"council,” wthin the State Departnent of Health to be in
exi stence for the period fromJuly 1, 2001, until July 1, 2006, or

until the council is established as a nonprofit corporation,

whi chever is the earlier date. The council may accept and expend

grants and private donations fromany source, including federal,
state, public and private entities, to assist it to carry out its
functi ons.

(2) The powers, functions and duties of the council shal
i nclude, but not be [imted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) The collection and anal ysis of data regarding the
extent to which children and adults in M ssissippi suffer from
obesity, and the prograns and services currently avail able to neet
the needs of overweight children and adults, and the funds
dedi cated by the state to maintain those prograns and services.

(b) The collection and analysis of data to denonstrate
the econom c inpact on the state of treating obesity and the
estimated cost savings of inplenenting a conprehensive statew de
obesity preventi on and nmanagenent nodel .

(c) The establishnment and mai nt enance of a resources
data bank containing information about obesity and rel ated
subj ects accessi ble to educational and research institutions, as
wel | as nmenbers of the general public.

(d) Consideration of the feasibility of awarding tax
incentives for work sites that pronote activities to reduce

obesity in the work force.
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(e) The establishnment of recommendati ons to enhance
funding for effective prevention and managenent prograns and
services, including Medicaid, private health insurance prograns,
and other state and federal funds.

(f) The establishnent of recommendati ons designed to
assure that children of school age who may have early indicators
of obesity have access to affordable, effective prevention and
managenent servi ces.

(g) The establishnent of recommendations for changes to
statew de el enentary and secondary education curricula to
i npl enent conprehensi ve, coordi nated obesity awareness and
educati on prograns.

(h) Recommendations to enhance clinical education
curricula in nedical, nursing and other schools of higher
education to inplenent conprehensive, coordinated obesity
awar eness and educati on cour ses.

(1) Recommendations to increase education and awar eness
anong primary care physicians and other health professionals
regardi ng the recognition, prevention and effective nanagenent of
obesity.

(j) Consideration of a state prevention canpaign to
i ncrease public awareness of the need for early prevention and
managenent of obesity, possibly including:

(i) A broad-based public education canpaign
outlining health risks associated with failure to receive
treatment for obesity.

(i1i) A health professional training canpaign

(ii1) A targeted public education canpaign
directed toward high risk popul ati ons.

(k) Coordination with the United States Departnent of
Agriculture, the United States Departnent of Health and Human
Services, the United States Departnent of Education, the United

States Centers for Disease Control and the National Center for
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Chroni c Di sease Prevention to share resources and information in
order to ensure a conprehensive approach to obesity and
obesity-related conditions.

(I') Coordination with the State Departnents of
Education, Health, Human Services and the Division of Medicaid to
share resources and information in order to ensure a conprehensive
approach to obesity and obesity-related conditions.

(m Identification of and recommendati ons to reduce
cultural, environnmental and soci oecononmic barriers to prevention
and managenent of obesity in M ssissippi.

(3) The council shall be conposed of the foll ow ng nenbers:

(a) The Executive Director of the State Departnent of
Heal th, or his designee;

(b) The Executive Director of the Departnment of Human
Servi ces, or his designee;

(c) The State Superintendent of Education, or his
desi gnee;

(d) The Executive Director of the State Departnent of
Mental Health, or his designee;

(e) A representative of the Ofice of the Governor, to
be appoi nted by the Governor;

(f) A nenmber of the House of Representatives, appointed
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(g) A nenber of the Senate, appointed by the Lieutenant
Gover nor

(h) Two (2) representatives of the public-at-large, to
be selected by the Governor;

(1) The President of either the M ssissippi Mdical
Associ ation or the African-Anerican Cbesity Research and Treat nent
Associ ati on (AAORTA), or his designee;

(j) The President of the M ssissippi State Nurses

Associ ation, or his designee;
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(k) The President of the M ssissippi Pharnmacists
Associ ation, or his designee;

(1) The President of the M ssissippi Chapter of the
Aneri can Acadeny of Pediatrics, or his designee;

(m The Vice Chancellor of the University of
M ssi ssi ppi Medical Center, or his designee;

(n) A representative appointed fromthe M ssissipp
state office of the Anerican Association of Retired Persons;

(o) A representative of the Mssissippi Dietetic
Associ ati on;

(p) A representative of the M ssissippi Restaurant
Associ ati on;

(gq) The President of the M ssissippi Physical Therapy
Associ ation, or his designee;

(r) A nenber appointed by the M ssissippi Conmm ssioner
of I nsurance;

(s) A representative froma food processor or food
manuf act urer; and

(t) A representative fromthe M ssissippi Soft Drink
Associ ati on.

(4) The council shall neet upon call of the Governor not

| ater than August 1, 2001, and shall organi ze for business by
sel ecting a chairman who shall serve for a one-year term and may
be sel ected for subsequent ternms. The council shall adopt
i nternal organi zational procedures necessary for efficient
operation of the council. Council procedures shall include duties
of officers, a process for selecting officers, quorumrequirenents
for conducting business and policies for any council staff. Each
menber of the council shall designate necessary staff of their
departnments to assist the council in performng its duties and
responsibilities. The council shall neet and conduct business at
| east quarterly. Meetings of the council shall be open to the

public and opportunity for public comment shall be nmade avail abl e
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at each such neeting. The chairman of the

council shall notify

all persons who request that notice as to the date, tine and pl ace

of each neeti ng.

(5) Menbers of the council shall receive no conpensation for

their services.

(6) The council shall submt a report, including proposed

| egislation if necessary,

to the Governor and to the House and

Senate Health and Welfare Committees before the convening of the

2004 | egi sl ative session. The report shal

conprehensi ve state plan for

prograns in the State of M ssissipp

i nclude a

i npl enent ati on of services and

to increase prevention and

managenent of obesity in adults and children and an estimate of

the cost of inplenentation of such a plan.

(7) Al departnents, boards, agencies, officers and

institutions of the state and all subdi vi si

cooperate with the council in carrying out

secti on.

SECTI ON 3.

ons t hereof shal

its purposes under this

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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