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Representative Carlton To: County Affairs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 614

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-25-3, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE ADDI TI ONAL REQUI REMENTS FOR ELIGE BILITY AS A SHERI FF; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 19-25-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

19-25-3. (1) A sheriff shall possess the follow ng m ni num

qualifications, he nust be: (a) a certified | aw enforcenent

of ficer; or (b) possess a four-year coll ege degree and hi gh school

di pl oma or general education diploma (GED); or (c) have at |east

five (5) years as a |law enforcenent officer certified by the Board

on Law Enforcenent O ficer Standards and Trai ning and a high

school or general education diplom (GED).

(2) A person shall not be eligible to the office of sheriff
who shall, at the tine of the election, be a defaulter to the
state, or any county or nunicipality thereof, or to the United
States. Any person who is not a qualified elector, or who denies
t he exi stence of a Suprenme Being, shall not be eligible to said
office. A sheriff shall be eligible to i medi ately succeed
hinmself in office.

Prior to taking the oath of office and entering into the
performance of the duties and obligations of sheriff, or as soon
after his election as possible, each sheriff-elect, excluding
t hose who have previously served as sheriff, or have had at | east
five (5) years' experience as a full-tine enforcenent officer, or

have previously successfully conpleted a course of training at the

M ssi ssi ppi Law Enforcenent O ficers' Acadeny or the Jackson
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Pol i ce Acadeny, shall, at the expense of the county, attend and
conplete an appropriate curriculumin the field of |aw enforcenent
at the M ssissippi Law Enforcenent O ficers' Acadeny. Any sheriff
exenpted from attendance because of previous service as sheriff or
having five (5) years' full-tinme | aw enforcenent experience nust
have served as sheriff or obtained such experience within a period
of ten (10) years prior to the date of his taking the oath of
office. Any sheriff exenpted from attendance because of
successful conpletion of a course of training at either of the

af orenenti oned academ es nust have conpl eted such course within
five (5) years prior to the date of his taking the oath of office.
No sheriff, excluding those specified as being exenpt fromthe
initial course in this section, shall until he has attended said
Acadeny be entitled to paynent of salary after the first one (1)
year in office if he fails to attend said acadeny as herein
provided within one (1) year after his taking office. Al

sheriffs shall, on a periodic basis, attend additional advanced
courses in |law enforcenent in order that they wll be properly
informed and trained in the nodern, technical advances of |aw

enf orcenent .

* * * Either the sheriff or one (1) deputy sheriff in each
county having two (2) or nore full-tine deputies shall, at the
expense of the county, attend and conplete an appropriate
curriculumin the field of narcotics and dangerous drugs at the
M ssi ssi ppi Law Enforcenent O ficers' Acadeny. In the event that
a new sheriff is elected who has not previously received such
training or at |east one (1) of his deputies has not previously
received such training, or if for any other reason neither the
sheriff nor any of the deputy sheriffs in a county shall have
received such training, then the sheriff shall pronptly notify the
director of the M ssissippi Law Enforcenent O ficers' Acadeny and
either the sheriff or a deputy sheriff, as soon thereafter as

permtted by vacancies at the acadeny, shall, at the expense of
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the county, attend and conplete an appropriate curriculumin the
field of narcotics and dangerous drugs.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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