M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Stevens, Frierson, To: Local and Private
C ar ke Legi sl ation
HOUSE BI LL NO 590
1 AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 666, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1950,
2 TO RECONSTI TUTE THE BOARD OF DI RECTORS OF THE CHI CKASAWHAY NATURAL
3 GAS DI STRICT; TO PRESCRI BE THE TI ME, MANNER AND PROCEDURE FOR
4  ELECTI NG NEW BOARD MEMBERS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE COVPENSATI ON OF
5 BOARD MEMBERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. Chapter 666, Local and Private Laws of 1950, is
8 anended as follows:
9 Section 1. That the Chickasawhay Natural Gas District,
10 conposed of the towns of Quitman and Shubuta in C arke County and
11 the town of Waynesboro in Wayne County, as organi zed on the
12 fifteenth day of February, 1950, pursuant to ordi nances adopted,
13 respectively, by the nmayors and boards of al dernen of said
14 nmunicipalities, shall be and the said Chi ckasawhay National Gas
15 District is hereby declared to be a valid political subdivision of
16 the State of M ssissippi, with power to sue and be sued, and the
17 organi zation and creation thereof pursuant to the aforesaid
18 ordinance is hereby ratified and confirned.
19 Section 2. That the ordi nances adopted, respectively, by the
20 mayors and board of aldermen of the aforesaid municipalities and
21 providing for the organization of the aforesaid district shall be
22 and the said ordinances are hereby declared to be valid and
23 lawful.
24 Section 3. That the proceedings had by the mgjors of the
25 aforesaid nunicipalities, acting as the board of directors of the
26 aforesaid district, on the fifteenth day of February, 1950,
27 including all resolutions then adopted and all contracts then
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aut hori zed, shall be and the said proceedi ngs, resolutions and
contracts are hereby declared to be valid and | awful .

Section 4. That any and all defects, om ssions or
irregularities which occurred in the proceedings of said mayors,
boards of al dernmen, and board of directors with reference to the
organi zati on and creation of said district and in the transaction
of business therefor, be and the sane are hereby in all respects
cur ed.

Section 5. That said district shall continue to exist as a
political subdivision of the State of M ssissippi and shal
possess, and is hereby granted, all power and authority to
construct and install a natural gas supply, transm ssion and
di stribution system conferred upon nunicipalities by Chapter 317,
Laws of M ssissippi, 1934, being Sections 3537 and 3538, Code of
1942, as anended by Chapter 320 of the Laws of 1948, and al
powers aut hori zed by Chapter 317, Laws of M ssissippi, 1934, as
anended, to be exercised by nunicipalities of the State of
M ssissippi with respect to the construction and installation of
gas supply, transm ssion and distribution systens are hereby
conferred upon and nmay be exercised by the aforesaid Chi ckasawhay
Natural Gas District. Provided, however, that it shall not be
necessary to submt the question of the issuance of gas system
revenue bonds to the qualified electors of said district.

Section 6. Fromand after Cctober 1, 2004, the mayors of the

three (3) nunicipalities shall cease to serve as nenbers of the

district's board of directors. Thirty (30) days before such date,

the district shall conduct an el ection for successor nenbers of

the board. 1In the election, one (1) nenber of the board shall be

el ected by the users of the district's services fromeach of the

three (3) nunicipalities, one (1) nenber of the board shall be

el ected fromthe users of the district's services in O arke County

and one (1) nenber of the board shall be elected fromthe users of

the district's services in Wayne County. All elected directors
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shall take office on Cctober 1, 2004, and shall serve for a term

of four (4) years. The successors to those nenbers who are

el ected for a term begi nning on Cctober 1, 2004, shall be el ected

thirty (30) days before the expiration of the incunbent's term

Any user served by the district shall be eligible to have his

nanme pl aced upon the ballot for nenbership on the board of

directors by filing a request with the district at any of the

offices of the district not |less than sixty (60) days before the

el ection; however, such person nust reside in the nunicipality or

that part of the county where he or she seeks to be el ected.

The election for all nenbers shall be conducted at the sane

tinme and in the sanme manner. Ballots shall be distributed by the

district to each household and busi ness custoner of the district

at least fifteen (15) days before the election. Any user who

resides in one of the three (3) nmunicipalities within the district

shall be eligible to vote only for a nenber of the board who

resides in the sane nunicipality. Any user served by the district

who is a resident of a county within the district but who does not

reside within a nunicipality in the district shall be eligible to

vote only for a nmenber of the board who resides in sane county but

who does not reside within a nmunicipality in the district. Each

househol d and each busi ness custoner served by the district shal

be entitled to only one (1) vote in the election. The person

receiving the nost votes for the position for which he seeks

el ection shall be declared the w nner.

From and after the effective date of House Bill No. 590, 2004

Regul ar Session, all nenbers of the board shall receive

conpensation in the anount authorized under Section 25-3-69,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, for each day of actual service rendered

to the district plus travel expenses not to exceed the anpunt

aut hori zed under Section 25-3-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 2. The Board of Directors of the Chi ckasawhay

Natural Gas District shall submt this act, imredi ately upon
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approval by the Governor, or upon approval by the Legislature
subsequent to a veto, to the Attorney General of the United States
or to the United States District Court for the District of
Col unmbi a in accordance with the provisions of the Voting R ghts
Act of 1965, as anended and extended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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