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Representati ve Stevens To: Insurance

HOUSE BI LL NO. 585

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 83-37-21, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO | NCREASE THE FEE FOR A DUPLI CATE CERTI FI CATE AS AN ACGENT OF A
BURI AL ASSCCI ATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 83-37-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

83-37-21. \Wen the above and foregoi ng provisions have been
conplied with by any person, firm association or corporation, the
i nsurance comm ssioner shall issue a license to such person, firm
associ ation or corporation upon the paynent to himof a privilege
tax to engage in such business, according to the foll ow ng
schedule, to-wt:

Any person, firm association or corporation

begi nni ng the busi ness or having not exceedi ng

five hundred (500) contracts.................... $ 50.00
Same, where contracts exceed five hundred (500) but

do not exceed one thousand (1,000).............. 100. 00
Same, where contracts exceed one thousand (1, 000)

but do not exceed fifteen hundred (1500)......... 150. 00
Same, where contracts exceed fifteen hundred (1500)

but do not exceed two thousand (2,000).......... 200. 00

Same, where contracts exceed two thousand (2,000).... 250.00
and the paynent of said |license shall exenpt such person, firm
associ ation, or corporation fromany other privilege tax on
account of said business. Provided, however, that nothing in this
chapter shall exenpt any such person, firm association or

corporation fromthe paynent of any tax now i nposed by | aw for
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conducting an undertaker's business or selling coffins. Every
agent of any corporation organized or admtted to do business

her eunder shall be required to obtain fromthe Comm ssioner of

| nsurance a perpetual agent certificate as prescribed in Sections
83-5-73 and 83-17-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, under the seal of
his office show ng that the conpany for which he or she is agent
is licensed to do business in this state and that he or she is an
agent of said conpany and duly authorized to do business for it.
Every such agent on demand shall exhibit the said certificate to
t he person from whom he or she shall solicit contracts, and every
such agent shall annually pay a privilege tax of Five Dollars
($5.00). The insurance commi ssioner may issue a duplicate
certificate in case of |oss or destruction of the origina

certificate and charge therefor a fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00), and

the i nsurance comm ssioner shall have the right to pass upon the
qualifications of any such agent before issuing to himor her a
| i cense, and for good cause shall have the right to cancel such
| i cense.

Any person, firm association or corporation liable for the
privilege tax inposed herein who shall fail to procure the |license
t heref or before begi nning the business for which such privil ege
tax is required, or who shall fail to renew, during the nonth in
which it is due, the license on said business for which a
privilege license has theretofore been issued, shall, in each or
either instance, be liable for the anmount of the tax required for
such business and fifty percent (50% thereof. It is hereby nade
the duty of the insurance conm ssioner to collect the said tax and
penal ty, and the comm ssioner, or his duly authorized
representative, may nmake i mredi ate demand upon such person, firm
associ ation or corporation for the paynent of such tax and
penal ty, and proceed to collect the sane as is provided by |aw for

the collection of other privilege |icenses, penalties and damages.

H B. No. 585 *HRO3/R977*
04/ HRO3/ R977
PAGE 2 (MS\LH)



60 SECTI ON 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
61 and after July 1, 2004.
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