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Representative O ark To: Education;
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 481

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-3-83, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE SCHOCL DI STRI CTS TO PLACE VI DEO SURVEI LLANCE CAMERA
EQUI PMENT | N EVERY CLASSROOM AND ON EVERY SCHOOL BUS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-3-83, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-3-83. (1) There is established within the State
Department of Education * * * a School Safety Gant Program
available to all eligible public school districts, to assist in
financing prograns to provide school safety. * * *

(2) The school board of each school district, with the
assi stance of the State Departnment of Education School Safety
Center, shall adopt a conprehensive |ocal school district school
safety plan and shall update the plan on an annual basis.

(3) Subject to the extent of appropriations avail able, the
School Safety Gant Program shall offer any of the follow ng
specific preventive services, and other additional services
appropriate to the nost current school district school safety
pl an:

(a) Metal detectors;
(b) Video surveillance caneras, communi cations
equi pnent and nonitoring equi pnent for classroons, school

bui | di ngs, school grounds and school buses, as required under

subsection (5) of this section;

(c) Crisis managenent/action teans for the purpose of

respondi ng to school viol ence;
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(d) Violence prevention training, conflict resolution
trai ning, and other appropriate training designated by the State
Depart ment of Education for faculty and staff; and

(e) School safety personnel.

(4) Each local school district in this state may * * * apply
annual |y for school safety grant funds, subject to appropriations
by the Legislature. School safety grants shall include a base
grant anount plus an additional anount per student in average
daily attendance in the school or school district. The base grant
anount and anount per student shall be determ ned by the State
Board of Education, subject to specific appropriation therefor by
the Legislature. In order to be eligible for such program each
| ocal school board desiring to participate shall apply to the
State Departnent of Education by May 31 before the beginning of
the applicable fiscal year on forns provided by the departnent,
and shall be required to establish a |ocal School Safety Task
Force to involve nmenbers of the community in the school safety
effort. The State Departnent of Education shall determ ne by July
1 of each succeeding year which | ocal school districts have
subm tted approved applications for school safety grants.

(5) Before July 1, 2005, each |ocal school district shal

install video surveillance canmera equi pnent in every classroom and

on every school bus for the purpose of nonitoring school

di sciplinary problens. A school district may use school safety

grant funds or any other avail able funds for the purchase of video

surveill ance canmera equi pnent and nonitoring equi pnent.

(6) * * * The State Departnment of Education shall research

the effectiveness of using video surveillance canera equi pnent in

the classroom and on school buses. The departnent shall address

the foll ow ng issues:

(a) The effectiveness of video caneras in the classroom

and on school buses in reducing student disciplinary problens;
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(b) The effectiveness of teachers and bus drivers using

the caneras to present clear and convincing evidence of a

student's disruptive behavior to the student, the principal, the
superintendent and the student's parents; and

(c) The effectiveness of teachers using the caneras to

revi ew teachi ng performance and recei ve di agnostic feedback for
devel opnent al pur poses.

(7) The State Departnent of Education shall report annually
to the Chairnmen of the Education Conmttees in the House of
Representatives and Senate on the operation of the School Safety
Center and the School Safety G ant Program along wth any
recommendati ons for expansion or revision of the program

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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