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Representative Ward To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 475

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 63-7-19 AND 63-7-23, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE VOLUNTEER FI RE FI GHTERS TO USE WH TE
FLASH NG STROBE EMERGENCY LI GHTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-7-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-7-19. (1) Except as otherw se provided for unmarked
vehi cl es under Section 19-25-15 and Section 25-1-87, every police
vehicl e shall be marked with blue lights. Every anbul ance shal
be marked with red lights front and back. Every energency
managenent/ci vil defense vehicle, including emergency response
vehi cl es of the Departnment of Environnental Quality, shall be
marked with blinking, rotating or oscillating red Iights. Every
wr ecker or other vehicle used for energency work, except vehicles
authorized to use blue or red lights, shall be marked with
bl i nking, oscillating or rotating anber colored lights to warn
ot her vehicles to yield the right-of-way, as provided in Section
63-3-809. Only police vehicles used for energency work may be
marked with blinking, oscillating or rotating blue lights to warn
ot her vehicles to yield the right-of-way. Only |aw enforcenent
vehicles, fire vehicles, private or departnent-owned vehicles used
by firemen of volunteer fire departments which receive funds
pursuant to Section 83-1-39 when responding to calls, energency
managenent/civil defense vehicles, energency response vehicles of
t he Departnent of Environmental Quality and anmbul ances used for
energency work may be marked with blinking, oscillating or

rotating red lights to warn other vehicles to yield the
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right-of-way. This section shall not apply to school buses
carrying lighting devices in accordance with Section 63-7-23.

(2) Any vehicle referred to in subsection (1) of this
section also shall be authorized to use alternating flashing
headl i ght s when responding to any energency.

(3) Any vehicle operated by a United States rural nai
carrier for the purpose of delivering United States nail may be
marked with two (2) anber colored lights on front top of the
vehicle and two (2) red colored |lights on rear top of the vehicle
so as to warn approaching travelers to decrease their speed
because of danger of colliding with the nail carrier as he stops
and starts along the edge of the road, street or highway.

(4) Volunteer fire fighters also may use white, flashing

strobe lights in vehicles used when responding to fires and ot her

ener genci es.

SECTION 2. Section 63-7-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-7-23. (1) The color of lighting devices shall be as
fol | ows:

(a) Al front clearance |anps, and all side marker
| anps, except the one on each side at or near the rear of any bus,
truck, truck tractor, semtrailer, full trailer or pole trailer,
shall when |ighted display an anber col or.

(b) No red lighting device of any character shall be
nounted at any place other than on or near the rear of any bus,
truck, truck tractor, semtrailer, full trailer or pole trailer.
However, school buses owned by or under contract with a school
district of this state may have affixed at or near the front end
thereof red lighting devices that may be caused to blink when the
school bus is stopped or in the process of stopping for the
pur pose of | oading or unloading school children. A school bus
al so may be equipped with a white, flashing strobe light on the

roof of the vehicle installed according to standards pronul gated
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by the M ssissippi Departnent of Education as authorized under

Section 37-41-1(c). Volunteer fire fighters may use white,

flashing strobe lights as provided in subsection (4) of Section

63- 7- 19.

(c) Al rear clearance |anps, the side nmarker |anps on
each side at or near the rear, and any other |anps nounted on the
rear, on any bus, truck, truck tractor, semtrailer, full trailer
or pole trailer shall when lighted display a red color. However,
the stoplight or other warning device on the rear of any notor
vehicle nmay be red or anber.

(d) Backing lights of any color may be nounted on the
rear of any notor vehicle if the switch controlling such lights be
so arranged that they nmay be turned on only when the vehicle is in
reverse gear. Such backing |ights when unlighted shall be so
colored or otherw se arranged as not to reflect objectionable
glare in the eyes of drivers of vehicles approaching fromthe
rear.

(2) Auxiliary white lights nounted on or near the rear of a
notor vehicle, or visible fromthe rear of the vehicle, shall not
be prohibited under the provisions of this section if (a) the
vehicle's gross weight is less than twel ve thousand one (12,001)
pounds, and (b) the lights are designed by the notor vehicle
manuf acturer or an after-market parts manufacturer so that they
may only be illum nated whenever the vehicle is not in notion and
the transm ssion of the vehicle is not capable of transmtting
power to the wheels.

(3) No provision of this section shall be so construed as to
prohibit the use of any white light or lights for the purpose of
illumnating license plates.

(4) Any lanps illum nated when the vehicle is in notion,
ot her than those expressly required or permtted by the provisions

of this chapter, shall, if visible fromthe front, display a white
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or anber |ight;

light; and if visible fromthe rear,

SECTI ON 3.

if visible fromeither side,

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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