M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Stevens, Frierson, To: Corrections
Cl ar ke
HOUSE BI LL NO. 474
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-935, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO PROVI DE THAT A WARDEN APPO NTED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF
3 SUPERVI SORS SHALL BE THE CHI EF CORRECTI ONS OFFI CER | N ANY COUNTY
4 WTH A REG ONAL CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY THAT HOUSES STATE | NVATES;
5 TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-937, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE
6 THAT A WARDEN APPO NTED BY THE COUNTY BQARD OF SUPERVI SORS SHALL
7 EMPLOY LEGAL SERVI CES TO REPRESENT A REG ONAL CORRECTI ONAL
8 FACILITY AND TO PROVI DE THAT CONTRACTS FOR LEGAL SERVI CES MAY NOT
9 EXCEED THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS SI TTI NG AT
10 THE TIME THE CONTRACT | S ADOPTED, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
11 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
12 SECTION 1. Section 47-5-935, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
13 amended as foll ows:
14 47-5-935. Concurrent with the execution of a contract for
15 housing of state offenders as authorized by Sections 47-5-931
16 through 47-5-941, a warden hired by the board of supervisors of a
17 county where the facility is |located is designated as the chi ef
18 corrections officer for the facility housing state of fenders, and
19 in that capacity, shall assune responsibility for managenent of
20 the corrections facility and for the provision of the care and
21 control of the state offenders housed in the facility. The warden
22 shall be subject to the direction of the departnment for nanagenent
23 of the correctional facility. * * *
24 SECTION 2. Section 47-5-937, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
25 anended as follows:
26 47-5-937. Sections 47-5-931 through 47-5-941 shall be full
27 and conplete authority for the exercise of all powers and
28 authority granted herein and no requirenents or restrictions of
29 |law which woul d ot herwi se be applicable to acts of the
30 county * * * or the Departnent of Corrections shall be applicable
31 except as expressly provided in this section. The warden is
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expressly authorized to enploy counsel to represent the facility
to be paid a salary within the range allowed for a | egal assistant
to a district attorney with the enploynment to continue for a

period of time not to exceed the termof the board of supervisors

sitting at the tine the contract is approved. The county or

counties shall pay this cost and other costs incurred in the

operation of the facility fromthe proceeds of the funds derived

fromthe financing of the project and the housing of offenders.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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