M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives More, Baker (74th), To: Public Health and Hunman
Hol | and, Dedeaux Servi ces

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 445

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-59-3, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE DEFI NI TI ON OF "FI RST RESPONDER' | N THE EMERGENCY
MEDI CAL SERVI CES LAW TO REPEAL SECTI ON 41-59-79, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, VWH CH REQUI RES FI RST RESPONDERS TO BE CERTI FI ED BY THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, TO REPEAL SECTI ON 41-59-81
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VWH CH AUTHORI ZES THE STATE BOARD OF
HEALTH TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS REGARDI NG THE
CERTI FI CATI ON OF FI RST RESPONDERS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-59- 83,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE FI RST RESPONDERS VWHO ARE
10 NATI ONALLY REG STERED TO CARRY AND ADM NI STER EPI NEPHRI NE; TO
11 PRCOH BIT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FROM REGULATI NG THE
12 ACTIVITIES OF FI RST RESPONDERS OR REQUI RI NG THEM TO BE STATE
13 CERTIFI ED, TO REPEAL SECTION 5, CHAPTER 623, LAWS OF 2002, AS
14 AVENDED BY CHAPTER 3, 2002 FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON, WH CH
15 DELAYS UNTIL JULY 1, 2004, THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE FI RST
16 RESPONDER PROVI SI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

17 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

18 SECTION 1. Section 41-59-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
19 anended as foll ows:

20 41-59-3. As used in this chapter, unless the context

21 otherwi se requires, the term

22 (a) "Anbul ance" shall nean any privately or publicly
23 owned land or air vehicle that is especially designed,

24 constructed, nodified or equi pped to be used, nuaintained and

25 operated upon the streets, highways or airways of this state to

26 assist persons who are sick, injured, wounded, or otherw se

27 incapacitated or hel pless;
28 (b) "Auto-injector"” nmeans a spring-|oaded needl e and
29 syringe with a single dose of nedicine that will automatically

30 release and inject the nedicine;
31 (c) "Permt" shall nean an authorization issued for an
32 anbul ance vehicle and/or a special use EMS vehicle as neeting the

33 standards adopted pursuant to this chapter;
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(d) "License" shall mean an authorization to any
person, firm corporation, or governnental division or agency to
provi de anmbul ance services in the State of M ssissippi;

(e) "Energency nedical technician" shall nmean an
i ndi vi dual who possesses a valid energency nedical technician's
certificate issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter;

(f) "Certificate" shall nean official acknow edgnent
that an individual has successfully conpleted the recomended
basi ¢ energency nedi cal technician training course referred to in
this chapter which entitles that individual to performthe
functions and duties of an energency nedi cal technician;

(g) "Board" shall nean the State Board of Health;

(h) "Departnent” nmeans the M ssissippi State Departnent
of Health, Division of Enmergency Medical Services;

(1) "Executive officer"” shall nmean the Executive
Oficer of the State Board of Health, or his designated
representative;

(j) "First responder” neans a person who uses a |limted
anount of equipnent to performthe initial assessnment of and
intervention with sick, wounded or otherw se incapacitated
persons, who * * * is trained to assist other EMS personnel by

successfully conpleting, and remaining current in refresher

training in accordance with, an approved "First Responder:

Nat i onal Standard Curriculunt training program as devel oped and
promul gated by the United States Departnent of
Transportation * * *;

(k) "lInvalid vehicle" shall nean any privately or
publicly owned | and or air vehicle which is maintained, operated
and used only to transport persons routinely who are conval escent
or otherw se nonanbul atory and do not require the service of an
energency nedical technician while in transit;

(I') "Special use EMS vehicle" neans any privately or

publicly owned | and, water or air enmergency vehicle used to
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support the provision of energency nedical services. These
vehi cl es shall not be used routinely to transport patients;

(m "Trauma care system or "trauma systent neans a
formal | y organi zed arrangenent of health care resources that has
been designhated by the departnment by which ngjor trauma victins
are triaged, transported to and treated at trauma care facilities;

(n) "Trauma care facility"” or "trauma center" neans a
hospital |ocated in the State of Mssissippi or a Level | trauma
care facility or center located in a state contiguous to the State
of M ssissippi that has been designated by the departnent to
performspecified trauna care services within a trauna care system
pursuant to standards adopted by the departnent. Participation in
this designation by each hospital is voluntary;

(o) "Trauma registry"” nmeans a collection of data on
patients who receive hospital care for certain types of injuries.
Such data are primarily designed to ensure quality traunma care and
outcones in individual institutions and trauma systens, but have
t he secondary purpose of providing useful data for the
surveillance of injury norbidity and nortality.

SECTION 2. Section 41-59-79, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
requires first responders to be certified, is repeal ed.

SECTION 3. Section 41-59-81, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
aut hori zes the State Board of Health to promul gate rul es and
regul ations regarding the certification of first responders, is
repeal ed.

SECTION 4. Section 41-59-83, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

41-59-83. Wen authorized by nedical direction, a first

responder who is nationally registered as a first responder by the

Nat i onal Regi stry of Energency Medical Technicians, an energency

medi cal technician-basic, an enmergency nedi cal

techni cian-internedi ate or an energency nedi cal
techni ci an-paranedic may carry and adm nister, or aid in the
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adm ni stration of, a dose of epinephrine froman auto-injector to
treat persons experiencing allergic reactions and anaphyl axi s.

SECTION 5. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to

authorize the State Departnent of Health to regulate the
activities of first responders or to require the state
certification of first responders.

SECTION 6. Section 5, Chapter 623, Laws of 2002, as anended
by Chapter 3, 2002 First Extraordi nary Session, which delays until
July 1, 2004, the effective date of the first responder
provi sions, is repealed.

SECTION 7. Section 5 of this act shall be codified as a new
section in Title 41, Chapter 59, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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