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Represent ati ve Moak To: Public Uilities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 385

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-31-51, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT NOTI CE MAY BE G VEN BY PUBLI CATI ON | N A NEWSPAPER
OF GENERAL Cl RCULATI ON W THI N THE COUNTY OR COUNTI ES OF THE PUBLI C
| MPROVEMENT DI STRI CT BY PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES FOR CERTI FI CATES OF
PUBLI C CONVENI ENCE AND NECESSI TY TO ANY PERSON FOR SERVI CE I N
UNCERTI FI CATED AREAS W THI N PUBLI C | MPROVEMENT DI STRI CT
BOUNDARI ES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 19-31-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-31-51. (1) No public inprovenent district established
under this chapter shall provide any utility service described in
Section 77-3-3(d) to or for the public for conpensation wthout
first obtaining a certificate of public conveni ence and necessity
fromthe Public Service Conm ssion

(2) Nothing contained in this section shall prohibit the
Public Service Comm ssion fromissuing a certificate of public
conveni ence and necessity to any person for service in
uncertificated areas within public inprovenent district
boundari es.

(3) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, water and/or
sewer districts that petition the Public Service Comm ssion for a
certificate of public conveni ence and necessity for any

uncertificated area shall give witten notice. Such notice nay be

given by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within

the county or counties wherein the described district is |ocated

or by regular nmail to all property owners |ocated in such area, as

reflected on the tax rolls of the county or counties at the tine

of filing the petition, at the address listed on the tax rolls of
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the county or counties within such area, and to public inprovenent
districts and other public entities |ocated in such area. Such
notice shall give the property owners and the governnmenta
entities instructions on how they nay appear before the Public
Servi ce Conm ssion and make any obj ections or otherw se
participate as an interested party.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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